
Themes and cross-curricular links

• History – Roald Amundsen, the Mary 
Celeste, Amelia Earhart, Louis Le Prince 
and others who are ‘missing’

• Science – Survival and adaptation 
– would historical figures survive in 
today’s world if they went missing? 
Scientific events where some have been 
‘transported’ rather than erased (Laika 
the Russian astronaut dog who did not 
return from space). Discuss the role of 
science and time-shifting/transportation.

• Art – Whose portrait would you paint?
• Drama – Role on the wall, hot seating 

and conscience alley
• DT – Design and make an egg like Reg’s 

with an opening device
• SMSC – Family, friendship, closure, and 

the importance of our elders

The Day I Was Erased by Lisa Thompson Recommended Year Group: Year 4
Recommended Edition: 9781407185125 

Essential teaching guidance
• Although the unit has been planned to last for six weeks, 

teachers should consider the needs of their class and in turn 
reshape the unit to best match. Some weeks have a strong 
focus on reading multiple chapters and this would be best 
done as a class rather than in small groups. Teachers could 
explore using this text to teach their reading objectives to 
the whole class (many resources are provided to do this) 
including focussing on content domain 2c – to summarise 
more than one paragraph. It is vital that Year 4 children can 
hold a chapter in their head and respond appropriately, 
showing an understanding of what has been read to them. 
Of course, there are some opportunities for ‘deep reads’ of 
specific pages to ensure objectives are taught.

• Lisa Thompson’s style is incredibly easy to read aloud to 
children and teachers should enjoy this, particularly the 
humorous parts. This book should encourage children to 
want to read more similar books, before trying new genres.

• In addition to the key questions, each week has a focus 
question related to the learning that will take place. 
Displaying these weekly focus questions may support the 
children’s understanding and ultimately ensure a more 
mature approach to a book study. The additional writing tasks 
could be shared as homework or as optional activities to 
support interventions.
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Unit overview

This six-week unit is a study of The Day I Was Erased by Lisa Thompson, a story of family, friendship and finding your place in the world. 
The plot follows Maxwell, an 11-year-old boy who is always in trouble until he comes across a cabinet of curiosities and finds himself 
erased from his life, as if he’d never existed. It’s not long before Maxwell starts to miss his old life, and it becomes clear that he had 
more of an impact on those around him than he thought – is there a way to reverse what happened to him? The sequence of learning 
will develop children’s understanding of the story, characters, themes and language, with a focus question each week based on a 
writing technique. The unit teaches reading, including fluency, vocabulary and comprehension, and meaningful writing, for a range of 
form, purpose and audience. 

Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding 

and knowledge
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
• use spoken language to develop understanding 

through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and 
exploring ideas

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing 
command of standard English

Reading:
• identify and discuss themes, characters and plot – 

showing an understanding by answering questions
• summarise the main points from more than a 

paragraph and across a chapter (application of this 
through a range of strategies)

• justify opinions by articulating reasoned inferenced 
responses in various ways including choosing the 
appropriate evidence from the text to support their 
points

• discuss the impact an author can have on their 
reader – be able to make comparisons within and 
across books

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• write grammatically accurate sentences using 

a range of co-ordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions, adverbials and noun phrases

• use a range of cohesive devices showing an 
awareness of how their writing is organised 
and related 

• choose grammar and punctuation features 
to match the formality of a writing task

• show an understanding for using 
appropriate vocabulary throughout sessions

• demonstrate an understanding of how the 
writer can impact the reader through choice 
of sentence length, punctuation for effect 
and position of words in a sentence 

Writing:
• write effectively for a range of purposes and 

audiences
• enjoy writing across a range of purposes 

– understanding the task, the purpose, the 
audience and the form

• use dialogue purposefully (convey character 
and/or move the action on)

• understand how to proof-read and have 
strategies for checking through own writing 
for accuracy and sense

• know how to improve their own writing – 
purposefully editing 

Key questions
• Is anyone ever truly satisfied with life?
• Is the grass ever greener on the other side?
• Can the younger generation learn about life from their 

elders?
• Do adults always know best?
• Did our historical ancestors pave the way for us, and will we 

continue to do the same for future generations?
• Is there a Reg in everyone’s life, and should 

there be?

Related books for wider reading

• Honey, I Shrunk the Kids by Hiller and 
Hiller

• To Be A Cat by Matt Haig
• Non-fiction related to Roald Amundsen, 

the Mary Celeste, Amelia Earhart and 
Louis Le Prince

Writing outcomes
• A diary entry character study – to recount
• A missing chapter in the style of the author – to entertain
• A comparative description – to explain
• A report in the form of an interview – to entertain and 

inform
• A speech to other Year 4 children – to explain and inform
• A letter to Charlie – to persuade and explain
• ‘Maxwell’s top five’ – to explain and describe
• A written analysis – to describe and explain
• A character discussion – to inform and persuade

Additional writing activities related to the focus questions

• Week 1 – Choose a character you relate to and create a ‘More about Me’ fact file
• Week 2 – Use the ‘events sheet’ and write in the role of characters from the book at these specific 

events
• Week 3 – Recount the Centenary Ball’s ‘The Jed and Baz TV Roadshow’ from a particular perspective
• Week 4 – Write in role as one of ‘The Missing’
• Week 5 – Track the friendship of Maxwell and Charlie through the book, illustrating with emojis
• Week 6 – How did you feel as a reader at the end of the book?



Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore the historical links with Roald Amundsen, the Mary Celeste,

Amelia Earhart and Louis Le Prince
• research through note taking – choosing a person of interest
• demonstrate knowledge of a historical person and event through a

written interview
• explain why a historical person should never be forgotten through a

short speech

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Historical interview
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Key question:
Why does Lisa Thompson include references to real historical people – 
how does this enhance the plot?

Planning Overview

Rising Stars 2019 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore the relationship between Maxwell and Charlie
• identify with and demonstrate Maxwell’s feelings in the form of a

persuasive letter to Charlie
• explain the benefits of Maxwell being erased in the form of ‘The Top 5’

(to encourage abstract reflections as well as actual events/actions)

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Persuasive letter plan
• Pupil resource – Favourite parts
• Pupil resource – Egg template
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Key question:
How does Lisa Thompson portray the friendship between Maxwell and 
Charlie?

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• apply Lisa Thompson’s style through writing a critical analysis of

Charlie’s letter
• explore the function of Reg’s character through an explanation – ‘Why

did Lisa Thompson choose to include the character of Reg?’
• revisit the key questions and discuss views

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Loose ends
• Pupil resource – Reg’s role
• Pupil resource – Why did Lisa Thompson include the character of Reg
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Key question:
How does Lisa Thompson tie up all of the loose ends in the plot – were 
you satisfied as a reader?

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore their understanding of characters and interactions between

them
• identify and discuss Lisa Thompson’s style as an author (how she

engages the reader)
• explore cause and consequence within a plot
• recount a part of the story in the form of a diary entry

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Character tracker
• Pupil resource – Maxwell and Bex
• Pupil resource – Diary entry plan
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Key question:
What is the style of Lisa Thompson as an author and how does she create 
characters?

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the children will: 
• identify the function of dialogue (to convey character and move the

action on)
• explore the use of sentence structure – focus on the impact on the

reader
• create predictions by writing the next chapter in the style of Lisa

Thompson

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Events
• Pupil resource – Sentence analysis
• Pupil resource – Chapter 14 plan
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Key question:
How does Lisa Thompson create dialogue and how does this impact on 
the narrative – can we imitate her style?

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• deep read Chapter 16 – analyse the investigation notes
• investigate language and effect through the emotions of Maxwell
• write a comparative description for Maxwell since he has been erased
• visit the key questions and discuss views

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Matching emojis to events
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Key question:
How does Lisa Thompson weave emotions and actions through her 
chapters?


