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Unit overview

This seven-week unit is a study of Jack London’s famous novel, The Call of the Wild. This 
sequence of learning will develop children’s understanding of the story, characters, themes 
and language. This understanding is deepened through introducing the children to the social, 
historic and geographic context of the Klondike Gold Rush 1896-99. The unit provides the 
children with many opportunities to write exciting narratives in the style of Jack London, focusing 
on the writing of action, character and dialogue in particular. The unit teaches reading, including 
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension and meaningful writing, for a range of form, purpose 
and audience. The teaching of grammar and punctuation is embedded within the analysis 
of the language and structures used to tell the story, with children exploring the effect these 
might have on readers. Children are taught to apply what they have learnt to their own writing, 
making choices to affect their reader’s thoughts and feelings. This learning culminates in a final 
piece of writing, where the children apply all that they have learned to write a narrative based 
on an adventure involving animals. This task will give the children an opportunity to write in an 
engaging and classic style. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are 
included within this unit.

Related books for wider reading

• White Fang by Jack London
• Jack London’s short stories
• Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell
• The Wolves of Currumpaw by William Grill
• Varjak Paw by S. F. Said

Themes and cross-curricular links

• Geography – Alaska/Canada, mountains,
map-reading, development of a town and
its economy

• History – Klondike Gold Rush
• Science – Darwinism (survival of the fittest)
• PSHE – Working as part of a team, the

struggle for mastery, man vs. nature (the
laws of civilisation and the wilderness)

• Art – Sketching dogs and humans, painting
Alaskan wilderness

• D&T – Wooden sledge making

Key questions

• What is the ever-present hidden danger?
• What is disobedience and is it always wrong to break the rules?
• Are the Wizards and the Warriors really that different?
• How do the relationships between the parents and their children

change?
• Do you get back from the universe what you give?
• Who is the unknown narrator?
• If we don’t know who they are, can we trust what they are telling us?

Writing outcomes

• Give reasons for a point of view including evidence – to
develop comprehension skills

• The next part of a fight scene – to explore and
consolidate writing in this style

• Free writing as Buck – to explore the character’s thoughts
and feelings

• Non-fiction writing on dog sled teams – to inform
• A presentation on research into dog sled teams
• Writing a narrative of a dog fight – to entertain and

consolidate writing in this style
• Writing dialect – to explore and consolidate the writing of

dialogue
• A narrative poem – to entertain
• Writing a character monologue – to explore the portrayal

of character
• A story – to entertain

Essential teaching guidance

• The subject matter of the book means that the children will
read quite graphic descriptions of violence between dogs,
to dogs and of dogs to men.  Children of a more sensitive
nature may need to be prepared for this.

• It is highly recommended that children are encouraged to
read Jack London’s White Fang alongside this unit, either
independently or as part of Guided Reading sessions.
White Fang is, for all intents and purposes, The Call of the
Wild in reverse. There are also other Jack London stories
recommended within individual sessions.

• Some of the language in The Call of the Wild is complex,
especially when dealing with matters of a more
philosophical nature. The challenge is high and teachers
should allow students the time to explore complex
language in pair and group work.  However, the language
involved directly in the narrative of the dogs’ adventure is
more accessible. Children will relish the challenge.



Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and

knowledge
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and

narratives for different purposes, including for expressing
feelings

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding
to comments

• use spoken language to develop understanding through
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role
play/improvisations and debates

• select and use appropriate registers for effective
communication

Reading:
• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including

figurative language, considering the impact on the reader
• Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
• Participate in discussions about books
• Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have

read
• Provide reasoned justifications for their views

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and an understanding of 
what they read by:
• identifying and discussing themes and conventions
• making comparisons within and across books

Understand what they read by:
• checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing

their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in
context

• asking questions to improve their understanding
• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings,

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying
inferences with evidence

• predicting what might happen from details stated and
implied

• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1
paragraph, identifying key details that support the main
ideas

• identifying how language, structure and presentation
contribute to meaning

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in

a sentence
• use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time

and cause
• use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated

information concisely
• use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility
• use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where,

when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative
pronoun

• use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing
• use hyphens to avoid ambiguity
• use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis
• use semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries

between independent clauses
• use a colon to introduce a list

Writing:
• identify the audience for and purpose of the writing,

selecting the appropriate form and using other similar
writing as models for their own

• in writing narratives, consider how authors have developed
characters and settings

• select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding
how such choices can change and enhance meaning

• describe settings, characters and atmosphere and
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the
action

• précis longer passages
• use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and

across paragraphs
• use further organisational and presentational devices

to structure text and to guide the reader (for example,
headings, bullet points, underlining)

• assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
• propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

to enhance effects and clarify meaning
• ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a

piece of writing
• ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using

singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of
speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register

• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
• perform their own compositions, using appropriate

intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear

Writing:
• What was the Klondike Gold Rush and what were its effects?
• What language does Jack London use to convey Buck’s

superiority?
• What life lessons have you learned? Were they hard?
• Do you think Buck will learn any further lessons?
• What do you understand by the Law of Club and Fang?
• How does London convey the horror of the scene?
• Why does London include this scene in such graphic detail?

What impact does it have on the reader? What function does
it serve in the story?

• How does Buck learn to pull the sled?
• How does London compare the laws of the North to those

of the South? How is he trying to justify Buck’s behaviour by
doing this?

• What laws and morals do we live by? Would there ever be
a time when it would be acceptable to break one of those
rules and laws?

• What do you think the dominant primordial beast is?
• What is at the root of the bitter hatred between Buck and

Spitz?
• How you ever had to deal with a bully like Spitz in school or

outside?
• How do writers create empathy and sympathy?
• What are the themes of the book?
• How does Buck continue to return to his primitive self?
• How did Buck achieve mastery?
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Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• write in the style of the story
• edit to improve clarity and effect
• write an internal monologue of a character in dialect
• explore and analyse the writing of dialogue
• write a narrative including dialogue
• produce a detailed and accurate drawing based on part of the text

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Examples of dialect
• Pupil resource – Point/evidence chart
• Extracts from the text
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Planning Overview

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• plan a poem
• write a narrative poem
• perform a poem
• explore the writer’s intention in portraying character through discussion 
• perform dramatic soliloquies
• evaluate how an author portrays a theme

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Vocabulary for poem
• Pupil resource – The Highwayman
• Extracts from the text
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• write an internal monologue for Buck
• edit to improve clarity and effect
• evaluate the story and consider narrative choices
• reflect on themes, moral and messages

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Continuum line
• Pupil resource – Events and emotions graphs

Week 1 

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• develop an understanding of the Klondike Gold Rush
• develop empathy for some of the characters
• understand some of the characters
• explore the language and structure of writing an action/fight scene
• imitate the writing of an action/fight scene

Resources provided:
• • Pupil resource – Map of Canada and Alaska
• Pupil resource – Point/evidence chart
• Pupil resource – Role on the Wall template
• Pupil resource – Words and phrases chart
• Extracts from the text
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• develop a more in-depth understanding of character portrayal
• begin to explore the theme of ‘survival of the fittest’
• further develop an understanding of Buck by writing an internal 

monologue
• develop an understanding of the workings of a dog sled team through 

research
• prepare a presentation of findings from research

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Character chart
• Pupil resource – Husky images
• Pupil resource – Dog in harness
• Pupil resource – Anatomy of a dog-sled team
• Pupil resource – Dog-sled terms and commands
• Extracts from text
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• produce a written opinion backed up by evidence
• draw a comic book sketch of the stand-off between Buck and Spitz
• write in the style of the story
• explore character development
• explore and analyse the writing of an action/fight scene

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Point/evidence chart
• Pupil resource – Comic strip
• Extracts from the text
• Teaching slides to aid discussion

Week 7

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• draft, edit and publish an animal storys
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