
Key questions

• Why is our home important to us?
• How do we make decisions and how do these 

decisions impact others? 
• What happens when you achieve your dreams?

Themes and cross-curricular links

• SMSC – family and home, friendships, 
feelings, challenge

• Geography – forests and nature, rural 
vs. urban settings, exploring local 
environment  

• Music – piano music, concerts and 
performances

• Art/DT – sketching and seasons 
mobiles

• Drama – role play in pairs and groups 
including hot seating and conscience 
alley
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Writing outcomes

• Fact file (session 5) – to present facts and inform 
others about the seasons

• Free writing (session 6) – to reflect on a personal 
experience of perseverance

• Diary (sessions 11–12) – to write in character as the 
bear; his viewpoint as he leaves for the city 

• Postcard (session 14) – for the bear to inform and 
keep in touch with his friends 

• Free writing (session 16) – to write about a 
celebrity of choice

• Poster (session 17) – to persuade people to attend 
a concert

• Informal letter (sessions 18–19) – for the bear to 
explain his thoughts to his friend, grey bear

• Internal monologue (sessions 21–22) – to reflect 
on the bear’s dilemma

• Final piece: an adventure story (sessions 27–30) 
– to inform a wide audience, including adults
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Unit overview
This six-week unit is based on David Litchfield’s heart-warming story The Bear and the Piano. The learning journey will develop pupils’ 
understanding of the story – its characters, themes and language. Pupils make connections between the characters and themes on a personal 
level with the bear, to create varied, meaningful writing outcomes for a range of audiences and purposes. Grammar and punctuation teaching 
points are embedded within the context of the text, with pupils taught to apply what they have learned in their own writing around such themes 
as home, friendship, perseverance and fame. The unit culminates in a final piece of writing where pupils apply all that they have learned to 
produce a new adventure story of their own. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Curriculum coverage
Spoken language:
•  ask questions to improve their understanding of a text
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command 

of Standard English
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, 

role play, improvisations and debates
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to 

and building on the contributions of others
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• use spoken language to develop understanding through 

speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring 
ideas

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
• compose and rehearse sentences orally (including 

dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 
structures

• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and 
narratives for different purposes, including for expressing 
feelings

• select and use appropriate registers for effective 
communication.

Reading:
• discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s 

interest and imagination
• identify how language, structure and presentation 

contribute to meaning
• check that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding, and explaining the meaning of words in 
context

●• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence

●• predict what might happen from details stated and 
implied

●• ask questions to improve their understanding of a text
●• read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole 

class, using appropriate intonation
●• summarise main ideas
●• identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• extend the range of sentences with more than one clause 

by using a wider range of conjunctions, including ‘when’, 
‘if’, ‘because’ and ‘although’

• use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express 
time and cause

• use expanded noun phrases for description and 
specification

• use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to simple 
past tense

• indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe 
with plural nouns

• choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and 
cohesion and to avoid repetition

• use commas after fronted adverbials
• use and punctuate direct speech

Writing:
• plan their writing by:

o discussing and recording ideas
o discussing writing similar to that which they are 

planning to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

• draft and write by:
o organising paragraphs around a theme
o composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including 

dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 
structures.

o creating settings, characters and plot in narratives
o giving well-structured descriptions, explanations 

and narratives for different purposes, including for 
expressing feelings

• evaluate and edit by:
o assessing effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

and suggesting improvements
o proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors
o proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to 

improve consistency, including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences

Related books for wider reading

• The Bear, the Piano, the Dog and the Fiddle by 
David Litchfield

• Jemmy Button by Jennifer Uman and Alix Barzelay
• A Brave Bear by Sean Taylor 
• Wild by Emily Hughes

Essential teaching guidance

• Whole class reading and writing 
outcomes are interwoven throughout 
the sessions. All elements of the English 
curriculum are covered, including 
opportunities to immerse pupils deeply 
in the text as they explore the different 
experiences, challenges and decisions 
the bear faces during the story. 

• Many sessions include discussing 
characters’ feelings and how they 
both approach and deal with different 
challenges. Therefore, there are SMSC 
and personal development links 
throughout.

• A further link is provided to David 
Litchfield’s engaging blog and artwork 
– written/produced whilst he was 
working on the book.



Planning Overview
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Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• plan, write, edit and improve  the bear’s diary entry
• compare and contrast settings – the forest vs. the city
• develop understanding of the characters and plot
• exploring change – a new place and a new challenge 

for the bear
• write a postcard home 
• write questions and undertake a role play interview

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Diary planning template
• ●Pupil resource – Compare the settings
• ●Pupil resource – Postcard template
•● Pupil resource – An interview with the bear
• ●Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• draw on their reading and understanding of the story to 

plan a new story
• explore different planning formats
• draft, proofread, edit and publish an adventure story 

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Storyboard template
• Pupil resource – Act it out (adverbs of manner word/

grammar game)
• ●Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• build an understanding of the context/setting of the 

story
• develop vocabulary 
• empathise with the main character
• explore the concept of determination
• write about the changes in the seasons
• compose a fact file to inform others (seasons)

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Vocabulary building
• Pupil resource – Fact file template for one season
• Pupil resource – Fact file template for comparing two 

seasons
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• explore friendship – the bear and his friends in the 

forest
• take part in role play tasks to develop an understanding 

of character
• discuss how we make and follow through with 

decisions 
• free write a personal reflection about perseverance
• devise thought bubbles
• complete an emotions graph – the bear’s journey so far

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Vocabulary building
• Pupil resource – What is the bear thinking?
•● Pupil resource – Emotions graph
•● Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• explore the concept of fame – what does it mean to be 

famous?
• free write about a celebrity of choice
• understand the development of the story
• produce a persuasive concert poster
• write an informal letter 
• develop an understanding of the bear’s dilemma, 

including through role play

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Letter planning sheet
• Teaching slides to support discussion

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the pupils will: 
• reflect on a dilemma through writing a monologue
• develop and understanding of plot and characters 

through posing questions 
• understand and explore the importance of ‘home’
• explore a character’s changing emotions
• retell the story; evaluate the bear’s experiences and 

success

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Example monologue 
• Pupil resource – Helpful hints 
• Pupil resource – Vocabulary building
• Teaching slides to support discussion


