
Themes and cross-curricular links

• What is Real?
• Friendship and relationships
• Love
• Luck
• Identity and influences on us
• PE – dance, ballet
• Music – The Nutcracker
• DT – toy making
• Extra curriculum – a trip to a museum to

see the toys from the past

Related books for wider reading

• Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi
• The Toy Story films

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams
Recommended Year Group: Year 3

Recommended Term: Spring 2
Recommended Edition: 9781405210546 

Unit overview

This six-week unit is a study of the children’s classic, The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams, written in 1920. This sequence of learning will 
develop children’s understanding of the story, characters, themes and language. The unit teaches reading, including fluency, vocabulary and 
comprehension and meaningful writing, for a range of forms, purpose and audience. The teaching of grammar and punctuation is embedded 
within analysis of the language and structures used to tell the story, with children exploring the effect these might have on readers. The children 
are taught to apply what they have learnt to their own writing, making choices to affect their reader’s thoughts and feelings. All learning 
culminates in a final piece of writing, where the children apply all that they have learned about this story to create an original story of their own, 
drawing on the writing style of Margery Williams, and language and sentence structures from the 1920s. This story will give the children an 
opportunity to write in a very formal style. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit.

Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different

purposes, including for expressing feelings
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/

improvisations and debates
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating,

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations,

staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the

contributions of others

Reading:
• discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
• predict what might happen from details stated and implied
• check that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and

explaining the meaning of words in context
• retrieve and record information from non-fiction
• draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives

from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
• identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• identify and summarise main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph
• check that the text makes sense to them, discuss their understanding, and

explain the meaning of words in context
• discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
• ask questions to improve their understanding of a text
• identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books
• ask questions to improve their understanding of a text

• read their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using appropriate
intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear

• participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those
they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say

Grammar, punctuation and spelling:
• extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider

range of conjunctions, including: when, if, because, although
• use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause
• use commas after fronted adverbials
• indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns
• use and punctuate direct speech
• use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense

Writing:
• compose and rehearse sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively

building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures

• assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggest
improvements

• read their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using appropriate
intonation and controlling their tone and volume so that the meaning is clear

• discuss writing similar to what they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

• discuss and record ideas
• create settings, characters and plot in narratives
• propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency,

including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences
• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
• organise paragraphs around a theme
• use simple organisational devices (for example, headings and sub-headings)

in non-narrative material
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Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• understand the theme of love and the 

impact it has on Rabbit
• understand the seriousness of Scarlet Fever 
• plan the advice sheet
• write an advice sheet about Scarlet Fever
• redraft their advice sheet

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – model advice sheet on 

measles
• Teaching slide – ‘Anxious times’ artwork

Planning Overview

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• understand how the writer creates suspense
• understand what happens to Rabbit
• evaluate the whole story
• plan the main events of their story
• plan the details of their story

Resources provided:
• Teaching slide – ‘The Fairy Flower’ artwork
• Teaching slide – ‘At last! At last!’ artwork
• Pupil resource – Emotions graph
• Pupil resource – Template for emotions 

graph

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will draft, edit and 
publish their own story. 

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• understand the importance of toys to us
• form an interpretation of Rabbit
• understand the context of the story, 

producing a presentation on 1920s America
• analyse how the writer uses language to 

reveal character
• explore Rabbit’s thoughts and feelings and 

write his internal monologue

Resources provided:
• Teaching slide – first page of the book
• Teaching slide – ‘Christmas morning’ artwork
• Teaching slide – Images of toys from the 

1920s
• Teaching slides – Questions to aid discussion
• Teaching slide – Second paragraph of the 

book
• Teaching slide and pupil resource – What 

do we learn about Boy and Rabbit in 
paragraph 2?

• Teaching slide – Write in character as Rabbit
• Teaching slide – First sentence of 

paragraph 3
• Pupil resource – The first two paragraphs of 

the story

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the children will: 
• understand the characters of the toys in the 

nursery
• develop understanding of the word ‘Real’ 

and how it relates to the story
• develop understanding of the theme ‘Real’ in 

the story
• explore what could happen next to Rabbit in 

the story and create a plan
• write in the style of the story

Resources provided:
• Teaching slide and pupil resource – The 

other toys and their opinions of themselves
• Teaching slide and pupil resource – 

Sentences from the story with ‘Real’ in them
• Teaching slide – ‘The Skin Horse tells his 

story’ artwork
• Pupil resource – Extracts of pages 10 and 11 

from the book
• Pupil resource – Extract of page 6 from the 

book
• Teaching slide – ‘Spring time’ artwork
• Pupil resource – Table for planned narrative 

and dialogue

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• write in the style of the story
• continue to write in the style of the 

story, creating links within and between 
paragraphs

• understand the changes to Rabbit and his 
life

• explore what makes us who we are – what 
influences us?

• empathise with Rabbit

Resources provided:
• Pupil resource – Extracts of pages 10 and 11 

from the book
• Pupil resource – Extract of page 6 from the 

book
• Teaching slide – ‘Summer days’ artwork

Key questions

• What does Real mean?
• How do you think Rabbit feels?
• How does Margery Williams write the story?
• What do you think she wants the reader to think of Rabbit?
• How do writers create empathy and sympathy for characters?
• What is luck? Do you believe in luck?
• How does what people think of you affect who you are?
• Would you rather be beautiful or loved?
• What would our lives be like without love?
• What impact do you want to have on your reader?
• How did Rabbit become Real?
• What do you think life will be like for him now?
• How did the end of the story make you feel?
• Does your writing sound like the story?

Writing outcomes

• Presentation on toys of the 1920s – to inform adults
• Rabbit’s internal monologue – to explore characters for themselves as

Rabbit
• Write the next part of the story – to entertain other children
• Class poem about love – to create emotion for other children
• Advice sheet about scarlet fever – to advise adults
• Free writing the next part of the story – to entertain other children
• A story of their own – to entertain other children

Essential teaching guidance

• There’s a need to set guidance for respecting each other’s feelings and for
the teacher to model being emotional about toys, love, friendship, etc.

• It is important not to impose your interpretation. Be clear that it is what you
think and not what is ‘right’.

• The challenge is high here and the temptation will be to provide support
too soon. Give the children lots of time to discuss the questions. The
teacher’s role is to listen to and assess the discussions for great ideas and
misconceptions rather than to join in. Deal with any misconceptions as a
class.

• The children will not completely understand all of the nuances in the story,
but these should still be discussed. Do not worry about every word being
understood.

• For the philosophical discussion of ‘Real’, ‘Love’, etc., use words like
‘perhaps’, ‘maybe’ or ‘I was wondering’ to create a sense of exploration.

• It is important that the children understand the purpose and audience of
the writing.
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