
Key questions

• Are you ever truly isolated?
• What wisdom can you find that is greater than kindness?
• What is Skellig?

Themes and cross-curricular links

• History – Romanticism period (art/
writing) William Blake

• Geography – Skellig Michael (the
location is the inspiration for the story)

• Science – Evolution, Darwin and fossils
• RE – creation story compared to

evolution theories and links to angels
• DT – create fossils made from clay
• Art – Romanticism artwork (draw

Skellig/birds/nature)
• SMSC – Relationships, change, loss
• Drama – Performance of scenes from

Skellig, hot-seat, poetry read aloud
• Extra curriculum: A trip to a Natural

History Museum to explore fossils or visit
Darwin’s house

Related books for wider reading

• What Mr Darwin Saw by Mick Manning

Skellig by David Almond
Recommended Year Group: Year 6

Recommended Term: Autumn 1
Recommended Edition: 9780340944950 

Writing outcomes

• Internal monologue – to explore Michael’s feelings (he is
problem solving and therefore the purpose for the reader is to
empathise at this point – same with the other monologues and
diaries)

• Personal narrative – to describe and entertain
• Internal monologue – to explore Skellig’s feelings
• An extra excerpt for the story – to entertain
• Mina’s diary – to explore Mina’s feelings
• Michael’s diary – to explore the change in Michael’s feelings
• Final piece – Story – to entertain
• Formal piece of non-fiction writing – The children may also

wish to write a one-sided or balanced argument on the topic of
home school vs state school.

Essential teaching guidance

• The Read in to Writing approach supports meaningful reading
experiences within a rich book study. This unit also offers SATs
style questions/preparation (see Teaching slides), which may be
used in guided reading lessons or focussed SATs prep sessions,
still linked to the book that’s being studied, in depth, in English.
The reading comprehension within the unit of work, and the
reading aloud to improve fluency and understanding threaded
through the unit, is excellent SATs preparation also.

• Children are urged to freely discuss their feelings throughout, so
it is important that there is clear guidance about respecting the
thoughts and emotions of others

• As this story focuses on the theme of ‘life vs death’ it is advisable
that any individuals with personal experience are spoken to prior
to beginning the unit (if deemed appropriate), as there is the
potential that it may cause distress, or stir up repressed feeling

• Teachers may want to ensure that they are clear in their
understanding of the two terms juxtaposition and intertextuality,
as they are key concepts discussed within this unit and
interwoven in Skellig 

Unit overview

This six-week unit is a study of David Almond’s Skellig. It will develop children’s understanding of the story, characters, themes 
and language. The unit teaches reading, including fluency, vocabulary and comprehension, and meaningful writing, for a 
range of form, purpose and audience. The teaching of grammar and punctuation is embedded within analysis of the language 
and structures used to tell the story; through activities that explore the effect these might have on readers. The children are 
taught to apply what they have learnt to their own writing, making choices to affect their reader’s thoughts and feelings. All 
learning in the unit builds towards a final piece of writing, where the children can use everything they have learned, in this case 
to write a story of their own. All extracts, resources, session planning and teaching slides are included within this unit. This 
unit also includes a piece written by the author about how he wrote Skellig, to further inspire the children’s writing.

Curriculum coverage

Spoken language:
• ask relevant questions to extend their

understanding and knowledge
• give well-structured descriptions,

explanations and narratives for different 
purposes, including for expressing 
feelings 

• maintain attention and participate
actively in collaborative conversations, 
staying on topic and initiating and 
responding to comments 

Reading
• recommending books that they have

read to their peers, giving reasons for 
their choices

• identifying and discussing themes and
conventions in and across a wide range 
of writing 

• making comparisons within and across
books

• discuss and evaluate how authors
use language, including figurative 
language, considering the impact on 
the reader

• explain and discuss their understanding
of what they have read, including 
through formal presentations and 
debates, maintaining a focus on the 
topic and using notes where necessary 

• provide reasoned justifications for their
views

Grammar, punctuation and spelling
• using expanded noun phrases to convey

complicated information concisely 
• using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees

of possibility 
• using relative clauses beginning with who, which,

where, when, whose, that or with an implied (ie 
omitted) relative pronoun

• using commas to clarify meaning or avoid
ambiguity in writing 

• using hyphens to avoid ambiguity
• using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate

parenthesis
• using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark

boundaries between independent clauses

Writing
• identifying the audience for and purpose of the

writing, selecting the appropriate form and using 
other similar writing as models for their own

• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on
reading and research where necessary

• in writing narratives, considering how authors
have developed characters and settings in what 
pupils have read, listened to or seen performed

• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
understanding how such choices can change and 
enhance meaning 

• in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey 
character and advance the action

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and
others’ writing
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Week 4

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• write poetry, taking inspiration from William Blake
• debate the theme of ‘home school vs state school’ and its impacts on the 

main characters in the story
• investigate language and its effect 
• explore a new relationship forming between Mina-Michael and 

Mina-Skellig 
• explore Mina’s thoughts and feelings 
• create quality questions to further understand Mina 
• write a diary from Mina’s point of view

Chapter focus: 17–23

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides
• Pupil resources
• Images of birds 
• Research on advantages of home and formal school 
• Michael and Mina’s opinions on education sheet
• Pros/cons t-chart
• Venn Diagram state vs home school

Planning Overview

Week 5

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• further develop understanding of Mina’s character and create a diary entry 

by her
• better connect with Michael’s thoughts and feelings and plot his emotions 

on a graph for use in writing
• analyse how Almond evokes emotions within Skellig
• Write the next part of story paying close attention to details stated and 

implied
• make connections to the big questions posed at the beginning of the unit, 

‘Are we ever truly isolated?  What wisdom can you find that is greater than 
kindness?’ 

• finish Skellig and write a reflection based on what they understand in the 
story or have learnt through the reading 

Chapter focus: 24–46

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides
• Pupil resources
• Emotions graph

Week 6

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• reflect on what they have learned about the characters in Skellig and 

consider the themes present in the story to create a plan for their 
own stories They could plan a story from Skellig’s POV to gain a better 
understanding of his character by reinventing a chapter(s) we have already 
seen, or they could create sequel to this book using Almond’s style and 
voice within their own writing 

• draw on their reading as a model for their own writing (see above) Children 
will draft, edit and publish a story that relates to what they have learnt 
in this unit and what they understand about Almond’s style of voice, 
characterisation and his use of language and style for effect 

Chapter focus: 1–46

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides
• Pupil resources
• List of key events for children to use as guidance when planning and 

writing their own stories
• Model of story that shows drawing from the reading to inform the writing 

Week 1

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• explore their understanding of theme in stories
• create an early interpretation of Skellig
• develop an understanding of how David Almond uses language to reveal 

character
• explore Michael’s thoughts and feelings
• create an internal monologue from Michael’s point of view

Chapter focus: 1–5

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides
• Pupil resources
• Pictures related to feeling loss or lonely
• Copies of quotations from various authors 
• Copies of Icarus and Daedalus 
• Point/evidence chart
• Skellig blurb
• Strips of different emotions Michael has encountered

Week 2

Objectives and outcomes summary
This week the children will: 
• develop a deeper understand of themes present in the story (such as 

relationships and life vs death)
• develop an understanding of different characters and what they are going 

through, creating a stronger connection to Michael
• create predictions on Michael’s predicament, in the form of a free write in 

the style of the author

Chapter focus: 9–11

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides
• Pupil resources
• Sheet with vocabulary words
• Images showing loss of friends, family, loved ones, etc
• Definition of relationship and different relationships one might have
• Copies of mostly narrative from text (pages 29–30)

Week 3

Objectives and outcomes summary:
This week the children will: 
• continue to write in the style in the story, by adding purposeful dialogue
• further develop understanding of the theme ‘relationship’ and make 

connections with new themes discussed in story, such as ‘evolution vs 
creation’

• analyse William Blake’s poem ‘The Angel’ and begin to understand 
intertextuality

• play with language and punctuation to mimic the style of Almond’s writing

Chapter focus: 12–16

Resources provided:
• Teaching slides
• Pupil resources
• Narrative/ Dialogue sheet 
• Display artwork of Angels Blake created
• Copies of poems, ‘The School Boy’ and ‘The Angel’ by William Blake
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