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Assessment Task 7
POETRY

Teacher notes: Small Incident in Library

Curriculum references: Years 5–6

Programme of study: Reading comprehension

Children should be taught to:

l maintain positive attitudes to reading and 
understanding of what they read by:
– continuing to read and discuss an increasingly 

wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or textbooks

– making comparisons within and across books

l understand what they read by:
– checking that the book makes sense to them, 

discussing their understanding and exploring the 
meaning of words in context

– asking questions to improve their understanding

– drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences with evidence

– identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning

l discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, considering the 
impact on the reader

l distinguish between statements of fact and opinion

l participate in discussions about books that are read 
to them and those they can read for themselves, 
building on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously

l provide reasoned justifications for their views.

Running the task

l Display the text and ask the children to read it 
to themselves. Ask the children to discuss with a 
partner what type of poetry this is and what the 
poem is about.

l Discuss the children’s views and point out the 
features of narrative poetry. Ask the class if they 
have ever been lost, and discuss how the little girl 
might have felt.

l Ask the class to look at the line “Intent on reading, 
answers absently”. Discuss the meaning of the 
phrase and what this tells them about the mother. 
Model how they would need to explain the phrase 

if it was the subject of a question. Explain that 
questions 4 and 6 need similar treatment.

l When the children have finished answering 
the questions, ask them to come up with some 
statements of fact and some of opinion. Model this 
by giving a statement, e.g. “the man tries to help 
the little girl”, and an opinion, e.g. “the mother loves 
the little girl”.

l Ask them to share their statements with a partner 
and discuss whether they are demonstrating facts 
or opinions. Ask the children to explain and justify 
their views.

Assessment guidance

Use the list below to identify the content domains that the children are working on in this task.

Typically, children working at the expected standard will:

l show an understanding of the meaning of vocabulary in context 2a
l retrieve key details and quotations from fiction and non-fiction to demonstrate 

understanding of character, events and information 2b
l make developed inferences drawing on evidence from the text 2d
l explain and justify inferences, providing evidence from the text to support reasoning 2d
l identify/explain how the choice of language enhances the meaning of texts 2g
l make accurate and appropriate comparisons within texts. 2h

Small Incident in Library
David Sutton
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What to expect

1 Tick all the statements from the poem that are true about the little girl.

 Most children should be able to answer this question, selecting the correct information from 
the text.

(2b)

2 What does the man in the library try to do? Explain using evidence from the text.

 Children working towards the expected standard will be able to offer a simple explanation using 
the text, e.g. “he asks where her mummy is”. Children working at the expected standard should 
be able to explain that he is trying to help and will give simple evidence from the text. Children 
working at greater depth within the expected standard will be able to explain their answer in more 
detail.

(2d)

3 Find and copy one phrase that tells us he means her no harm and is only trying to help.

 Children may need reminding to only offer words that answer the question – and no extra words. 
They may need explanation that “intentions” on its own does not answer the question because we 
cannot tell the man is trying to help from just this word. Most children should be able to find the 
correct part of the text to answer this question.

(2a)

4 “Now the tall shelves threaten like a forest.”

 What effect is the author trying to achieve with this sentence?

 Children working at the expected standard will be able to offer a straightforward explanation of 
this line and explain the effect the author is trying to achieve. Those working at greater depth 
within the expected standard will be able to explain in greater detail.

(2g)

5 Look at verse 2. Explain why the little girl can’t find her mother.

 This is a straightforward question that children may find difficult to explain in a sentence. Children 
could be encouraged to discuss it in pairs first to help them formulate a clear answer.

(2d)

6 Explain what the author means with the line “We smile, shake heads.”

 The children may need support to empathise with the characters to help them understand their 
actions. Most children should then be able to answer this question.

(2g)

7 Find and copy one word from verse 3 that tells us the child rushes to her mother.

 This is a straightforward question that most children should be able to answer. Children working 
towards the expected standard may need support using a dictionary to clarify the meaning of 
“hurtles”.

(2a)

8 Explain, using evidence from the text, how you think the atmosphere in the library changes 
between the first and third verses of the poem.

 Children should be able to explain how the atmosphere changes in the library. Children working 
towards the expected standard will be able to explain this simply and may need support to justify 
their views. Children working at the expected standard should be able to select simple evidence 
from the text for their answer. Children working at greater depth within the expected standard will 
be able to explain in detail using carefully selected evidence.

(2h)
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Small Incident in Library by David Sutton

The little girl is lost among the books.

Two years old maybe, in bobble cap,

White lacy tights, red coat. She stands and looks.

“Can’t see you, Mummy.” Mummy, next row up,

Intent on reading, answers absently:

“I’m here, love.” Child calls out again: “Can’t see.”

A large man, his intentions of the best,

Stoops: “Where’s Mummy, then?” Child backs away.

Now the tall shelves threaten like a forest.

She toddles fast between them, starts to cry,

Takes the next aisle down and as her mother

Rounds one end disappears 
behind the other.

I catch the woman’s  
tired-eyed prettiness.

We smile, shake heads. 
The child comes back  
in sight,

Hurtles to her laughing, 
hugs her knees:

“Found you!” in such 
ringing pure delight

It fills the room, there’s  
no one left who’s reading.

The mother looks down, 
blinking. “Great soft 
thing.”
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Read the text, then answer the questions.

1 Tick all the statements from the poem that are true about the little girl.

 She is about two years old. 

 She is reading. 

 She is wearing a hat. 

 She is scared of the man. 

2 What does the man in the library try to do? Explain using evidence from the text.

3 Find and copy one phrase that tells us he means her no harm and is only trying to help.

4 “Now the tall shelves threaten like a forest.”

 What effect is the author trying to achieve with this sentence?

5 Look at verse 2. Explain why the little girl can’t find her mother.

6 Explain what the author means with the line “We smile, shake heads.”

7 Find and copy one word from verse 3 that tells us the child rushes to her mother.

  

8 Explain, using evidence from the text, how you think the atmosphere in the library changes 
between the first and third verses of the poem.

 

 

Name: Class: Date:
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