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Can we spot the pattern?
Focus: ‘ch’ makes ‘k’ sound; ‘ch’ makes ‘sh’ sound

in a nutshell
Teacher subject knowledge for this unit:

This unit follows on from the revision of words with the -gue and -que spelling patterns. The 
focus is on how the origin of the word determines the pronunciation of the ‘ch’ digraph: 
hard ‘k’ for words originating from Greek; soft ‘sh’ for words originating from French. The 
etymological dictionary introduced in unit 9 could be revisited here in unit 10.

Word list
scheme

chorus

chemist

echo

choir

stomach

ache

chef

machine

brochure

parachute

moustache

chemistry

mechanic

chrysalis

architect

orchestra

alchemy

water chute

pistachio

chalet

introduce/Review

 ● Ask children to work in groups of four.
 ● Provide each group with a set of the cut-out ‘ch’ spelling word cards (see You will need), 

and ask them to sort the words into two groups, according to pronunciation (but provide no 
further clues). 

 ● You might suggest they sound the words out with each other to help to sort them. 
 ● Tell them that if they are not sure or they cannot agree, create a third group of ‘don’t knows’.

Teach

 ● Ask groups to feed back on their word sort. Focus on:

a) what all of the words have in common.
  (Answer: they all contain the consonant digraph ‘ch’.)

b) how do they differ, in terms of pronunciation.
  (Answer: in some words, the sound is a hard ‘k’; in others it is a soft ‘sh’.)

 ● Display the Word list (see You will need) and look at it as a whole.
 ● Ask: Is there any easy way to remember which sound the letters make? 

(Answer: unfortunately not, we have to remember which is which.)

 ● Did the groups put any words into a third ‘don’t know’ category? If so, clarify.
 ● You could explain to children that English is a language which has borrowed words from 

many other languages, and often retains the pronunciation from the original language.
 ● Words containing a hard ‘k’ pronunciation are often derived from ancient Greek, e.g. 

chemist, chorus, choir.
 ● Words containing a soft ‘sh’ sound are often derived from French, e.g. chef, chalet.
 ● If you have access to an etymological dictionary, children could check the origins of the words.
 ● As an extension activity, more able groups could use word webs to demonstrate other 

words connected to the same root, e.g.

chemist, chemistry, chemical, alchemy
mechanic, mechanism, mechanical

introduce/Review1  

Teach2  

You will need:
Access online 
resources at My 
Rising Stars: www.
risingstars-uk.com

● ‘ch’ spelling 
word cards, cut 
out per group

● Word list for 
display

● Access to 
etymological 
dictionaries

● Missing words 
resource for 
display and per 
child

● Access to 
children’s word 
books or spelling 
journals

● Flipchart and 
pad
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practise

 ● Give each child a copy of the Missing words resource (see You will need), and ask children 
to practise using the words by inserting the appropriate word into the gaps.

 ● Display the resource alongside on the whiteboard and see who is first to spot the word 
which fits into the gap.

 ● The first person with their hand up reads the sentence aloud, with the word inserted.

Apply

 ● To mark the sentence completion above, ask children to read the sentences aloud, 
demonstrating that they can both spell and pronounce the five target words correctly.

Review

 ● Finish the unit by returning to the Word list resource, pointing to a word and asking children 
to pronounce it correctly.

 ● In particular, the following words can be used to test and extend their vocabulary:

chemistry water chute
mechanic pistachio
chrysalis chalet
architect
orchestra
alchemy

practise3  

Apply4  

Review5  

Challenge!
Use the Spelling 
Fox Challenge 
Can we spot the 
pattern? to kick 
off or consolidate 
the learning. The 
children must help 
the Spelling Fox 
find the correct 
answers! Access 
online via My 
Rising Stars.

9781471879296_RS Spelling TG_Y6.indd   27 7/28/16   10:22 AM




