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How can we use prefixes?
Focus:  prefix auto-

in a nutshell
Teacher subject knowledge for this unit:

Prefixes are groups of letters that can be added to the beginning of root words. They usually 
change the meaning of the root word. The prefix auto- means self.

Word list

automobile autograph autobiography autocue automatic

1   introduce/Review

 ● Before the start of this unit, write up the following sentences:

a) Dad jumped into the automobile and drove off up the road.
b) My favourite player signed my autograph book at the match.
c) In his autobiography, he wrote about his life before he became famous.
d) The newsreader couldn’t carry on when the autocue stopped working.
e)  In our street, there is a house with automatic gates that open when a car drives up to 

them.

 ● Read the sentences aloud to the children. Challenge them to spot something that one word 
in each sentence has in common. (the prefix auto-)

 ● Involve individual children in underlining both the word with the prefix auto- in each 
sentence and the prefix itself; you may wish to use two colours for this underlining activity.

 ● Reread each sentence, focusing on the word with the auto- prefix. Discuss the meaning of 
each word, supporting the children in working it out from the root word, the context of the 
sentence and the meaning of the prefix auto- (self).

 ● Write up each word, along with the definition, and display them on the working wall, e.g.

a) automobile – an automobile is a car.
b) autograph – an autograph is the signature of a famous person.
c)  autobiography – an autobiography is the story of someone’s life that a they have 

written themselves.
d)  autocue – an autocue is a piece of equipment that shows the words a newsreader 

should read.
e)  automatic – automatic means something that happens without a person needing to 

do it.
 ● Check that the children are able to identify the prefix in each word.

2  Teach

 ● Ask the children to tell you about some other prefixes that they have been working on 
recently, e.g. re-, super-, anti-, sub-. Challenge them to tell you some words that start with 
these prefixes. Are they able to explain what the prefixes mean?

 ✔ re- = again or back
 ✔ super- = over and above, bigger and better
 ✔ anti- = against
 ✔ sub- = under or below

 ● Encourage them to use some of the words in sentences to demonstrate their understanding 
of the word meanings.

You will need:
Access online 
resources at My 
Rising Stars: www.
risingstars-uk.com

● Pairs word cards

● The Newsreader 
resource per child
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3  practise

 ● Ask the children to work in pairs. Give each pair sets of 10–20 cards from the Pairs word 
cards (see You will need), making sure that there are matching pairs within the sets.

 ● Ask them to play Pairs by laying out their cards face down on the table in front of them. 
Each child takes it in turn to choose a card. Once they have their card, they should turn over 
another card. If the prefix on that card matches that on their original card, they keep it and 
repeat until they no longer find a pair. The other child then takes their turn. They repeat 
this until they have collected all of the cards. The winner is the child with the most pairs of 
cards.

 ● Remind them to try to remember the cards that they have replaced face down on the table 
in order to find them when it is their turn.

4  Apply

 ● Ask the children, in their pairs, to choose three of the Pairs word cards and to orally create 
three sentences that each contains one of the words.

 ● Once they are happy with their sentences, they can write them down.
 ● Ask each pair to join with another pair and to check each other’s sentences for both 

meaning and spelling.
 ● In their groups of four, ask them to carry out a mini spelling test. One child can take on the 

role of tester and give the rest of the group the spellings and check the accuracy of the 
answers.

 ● Ask them to record their focus words accurately in their word books or spelling journals.

5   Review

 ● Give each child a copy of The Newsreader resource (see You will need). Read the passage to 
the children, asking them to write in the missing words in the gaps.

 ● Ask each child to swap their completed passages with a partner and check the spellings of 
the missing words.

The Newsreader

I returned to the building in a luxury automobile that drove though the subway to the 
studio. Then I walked through the automatic doors past the fans who were waiting for 
my autograph.

I sat at my desk and looked through the script for the programme.
The autocue sprang into life, scrolling through the script. I reread the words that I was 
going to deliver to camera. I wondered how the audience would react to the story. The 
news that Superman had used his superpowers to defeat the enemy would soon be 
released. And I was the person who would retell that story to the world.

Challenge!
Use the Spelling 
Fox Challenge: 
How can we use 
prefixes? (4) to kick 
off or consolidate 
the learning. The 
children must help 
the Spelling Fox 
find the correct 
answers! Access 
online via My 
Rising Stars.
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