
 
 

 

National Tests results analysis 2022: the national picture 

 

KS1 National Tests results 
After two years without Key Stage 1 National Tests, the national data for the 2022 KS1 SATs has not 

been published. We therefore have been unable to publish the correlation with our assessments at 

Key Stage 1, as we do not have sight of the percentages of children obtaining the expected standard 

or the national average scaled score. 

 

KS2 National Tests results 
Prior to our 2022 research, our white papers have shown us that children’s attainment in maths and 

reading was lower than 2019 levels as a consequence of national lockdowns during 2020 and 2021 

caused by the COVID 19 pandemic. However, our most recent research, from spring 2022, indicated 

that children have shown improvement in the last school year in both subjects, and that in particular 

reading in KS2 has likely returned to pre-pandemic levels. We therefore anticipated that a similar 

percentage of pupils to 2019 would succeed in gaining scaled scores of 100 or better in reading, and 

a lower percentage of pupils would succeed in gaining scaled scores of 100 or better in maths. In 

2022, we have seen this confirmed as 74% of pupils nationally met the expected standard in reading, 

and 71% in maths. 

 %  2018 2019 2022 

KS2 reading Expected standard 75 73 74 

High score 28 27 Not published 

KS2 maths Expected standard 76 79 71 

High score 24 27 Not published 

 

The pattern of performance, indicated by the national scaled scores averages over the same period 

of 2018 to 2022, shows a consistency. 

% 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

KS2 reading 105 104 n/a n/a 105 

KS2 maths 104 105 n/a n/a 104 

 

National maths performance 
The lower proportion of pupils nationally achieving the expected standard in the maths National 

Tests (71%) is mirrored in the percentage of pupils achieving the expected standard in New PUMA 

and NTS Maths assessments. Over time, given the high correlation between the proportions seen in 

the National Tests and those seen in New PUMA and NTS Maths Assessments, we expect all to 

increase in a consistent picture.  

 

Source 
All results are from the gov.uk documents: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/key-stage-2-

attainment-2022-national-headlines  
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