Reading Skills

Sample learning
sequence
A learning sequence is a unit of intervention content. The learning
sequences are arranged in a specific order and contain instructions
tailored to teachers and teaching assistants.
Each learning sequence includes:
-

Prepare, Do, Review introductory sections
Fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts
Quizzes and teacher guidance
Modelling Responses Software

Risingstars-uk.com/shine

The number 3 indicates the suggested order of this learning sequence for this particular Area
of Learning in Year 2. There are also learning sequences 1 and 2 for this Area of Learning.

The Prepare, Do, Review introductory pages explain how
to use the different elements of the learning sequence.

Year 2, Fiction 3
Intervention overview

The overview provides a summary of the
The three Learning Sequences in this Intervention practise pupils’ retrieval, vocabulary and
inference
The domains
reading skill
reading
skillskills.
content
forcontent
the three
Areas of Learning. This enables you to
domains (from the KS1 assessment framework) covered are:
see – at a glance – whether the learning
Retrieval
Vocabulary
Inference
sequence
is suitable.

1a: draw on knowledge of vocabulary to
understand texts

1d: make inferences from the text
1e: predict what might happen on the
basis of what has been read so far

1c: identify and explain the sequence of
events in texts
The wording and layout of the questions reflect those frequently used in tests so that pupils become familiar with the vocabulary of test
questions. Each Learning Sequence takes place over two sessions (see ‘Suggested timetable’ for more detail).

PREPARE

1b: identify / explain key aspects of
fiction and non‐fiction texts, such as
characters, events, titles and information

This section offers
guidance on how
to prepare for the
learning sequence.

Inside the Learning Sequences

Preparation

Each Learning Sequence contains:

• Download and print the texts and question sheets (one set for each pupil).
• Read through the teaching guidance for the session and print a copy to refer to if
This section includes instructions on how to set up the
needed.
materials required for the two sessions:
• Ensure access to the online modelling responses software if you are using it (see Shine
Reading Skills Introduction booklet for more details).
• Session 1:
Modelled
responses:
• Speak to the class teacher (if appropriate) about desired outcomes
of the
targeted Text A and questions, plus Online
sessions, which may differ depending on the pupil or group. Modelling Responses Software
• Determine how you will reflect and give feedback on the success
of the
• Session
2:session.
Question and answer sheets can be kept in a digital folder or Supported
exercise book
to support Practice: Text B and questions
Independent
teacher assessment. See provided Shine Review sheets for recording feedback and
monitoring progress.
• Before working on Text B, look for similarities in questions with Text A.

• two printable fiction texts: Helping Miss
Ahmed (Text A) and Helping Dad (Text B)
• two printable sets of questions (for Text
A and Text B)
• online modelling responses software
(Text A and questions)
• teaching guidance, including answers
• key vocabulary cards
• Shine Review sheets.

The components of the learning sequences are listed here. This can
Rising Stars 2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited.
be used as a checklist to ensure that all the content from the learning
sequence has been covered. Alternatively, it can be used to cherry-pick
individual components to address a specific teaching need.
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Suggested timetable

Teacher guidance

The suggested timetable for each
Learning Sequence is two weekly
sessions prior to the next assessment
opportunity. The first session (using Text
A) is for the adult to model how to
interpret the questions and find answers
in the text. The second session (using
Text B) is for the adult to closely monitor
the pupils as they tackle the questions
independently. Therefore:

• The teaching guidance should be followed throughout each session with particular attention
given to the ‘check pupils can’ column which identifies key skills.
• Work together to answer the questions. Use the model/support/practise approach described
on the teacher’s guidance page. Note pupils who need more encouragement and support.
• If you think pupils can read the text independently, encourage them to do so. If some pupils
need to hear the text once before they answer the questions, read it aloud with them (or, if
using the online software, play the audio).
• Watch while the pupils think about questions.
• Be aware of pupils who are:
‐ struggling to decode the words.
‐ reading the whole text from the beginning each time.
‐ just using memory and not reading the text to check their answers.

• Session 1 ‐ Modelled Responses: Text
A and questions (15‐20 minutes).
• Session 2 ‐ Supported Independent
Practice: Text B and questions (15‐20
minutes).
Each session has an appropriately
levelled text (Text A and Text B). There
are close parallels in genre and text
difficulty between the two texts.
Some pupils may need to work on more
than one Learning Sequence for each
text,
in which case the sessions should
This section details how
be
spread
long to spend on each across more days. If you plan
complete more than one Learning
session and thetosuggested
Sequence,
ensure the retrieval questions
order of teaching.
It provides
a quick insight into
what
are completed
before the vocabulary
the two sessions
comprise
and
inference questions.
of and what to do should a
pupil require more
than
Rising
Stars one
2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited.
intervention (i.e. for another
Area of Learning).

Introducing the texts
The same pair of texts is used for the three Areas of Learning (retrieval, vocabulary, and
inference). If pupils have already completed a previous Learning Sequence using these texts, ask
them to read each text aloud to a partner, then recap them, using the suggestions in the
teacher’s guidance.
Text A: Introduce the model text, Helping Miss
Ahmed.
Discuss pupils’ own experiences:
• What kinds of things might you do to help
in the classroom?
• Why might a classroom be messy?
• How would you tidy up different kinds of
mess?
• When might you tidy a classroom?

Text B: Introduce the practise text: Helping
Dad. Discuss pupils’ own experiences:
• What kinds of things might you do to help
at home?
• Why might a house be messy?
• How would you tidy up different kinds of
mess?
• When might you tidy up at home?
Discuss Helping Miss Ahmed. Ask pupils to
think of similar stories about helping at home.

The same pair of texts is used for the three Areas of Learning
(Retrieval, Vocabulary and Inference). This section provides notes
on how to introduce the texts and example questions to ask pupils
when discussing their own experiences in relation to the texts.

DO

Year 2, Fiction 3

The teacher guidance gives an overview of what is included
in the detailed teaching guidance notes within each session.
It also provides tips for teaching and potential stumbling
blocks that might occur within the learning sequence,
preparing you to tackle these issues should they arise.

This section includes
all of the necessary
information to teach the
learning sequence.
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The questions have been included to check what children can do
independently and to show their progress within the learning sequence.

Year 2, Fiction 3

The answers to the questions are included on the teaching guidance
pages. After pupils have completed the work in each session, the
answers they give should be discussed.

Answers

Be sure to make notes of the pupil’s marks and anything that they found difficult. Use the Shine Review sheets to record feedback and
monitor progress for an individual pupil or small group. Save and print as many as your need per Learning Sequence.

Outcomes - Vocabulary

Outcomes - Inference

By the end of this learning sequence,
pupils should be able to:

By the end of this learning sequence,
pupils should be able to:

By the end of this learning sequence,
pupils should be able to:

• Scan efficiently without rereading the
whole text.

• Make links to similar words to clarify
meaning of vocabulary.

• Decide where in the text to look for
an answer.

• Find answers when there is no
specific word in the text to prompt
them.

• Make links to their own experience to
clarify meaning of vocabulary.

• Understand the text well enough to
say what the answer might be.

• Use other information in the text to
work out the meanings of unknown
words.

• Make links to their own experience,
as appropriate, to help to answer the
question

• Have a good enough recall of the text
so they can suggest answers before
revisiting the text to confirm.
• Skim read the text to recall the main
events.
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DO

Outcomes - Retrieval

• Make predictions about what might
happen next.

The outcomes are listed for each Area of Learning. They outline
what each child should achieve by the end of the learning sequence.
The outcomes form the success criteria for the whole learning
sequence and provide something for you to assess against.

Photocopiable reading
feedback sheets are
provided for each learning
sequence so that pupils
can fill them in.

REVIEW

The answers for the questions are on the teaching guidance pages. After pupils have completed the work in each session, discuss the
answers they gave to the questions. Include questions they gave correct answers to as well as those they found more difficult. Ask:
• why did you give that answer?
• can you find the place in the text that tells you the answer?

This section details how
to review the learning
sequence and how
to move the children
forward after they have
completed it.
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New words focused on in the vocabulary Area of Learning
are listed here. Photocopiable ‘New vocabulary’ cards are
provided for each learning sequence.

New vocabulary
The vocabulary area of learning for these texts focuses on the following words. Before moving on from this unit, check that the pupils are
familiar with the words and understand their meaning in context. Use the key vocabulary cards provided to help pupils memorise any
unfamiliar words.
Text A – Helping Miss Ahmed: chaotic, surprised, suggested, spreading, wailed

Next steps
High to full marks:
• Responses and marks indicate secure knowledge and understanding of reading skill.
• Works confidently and independently.
• Return to quality‐first, whole‐class teaching.
A few errors:
• Misunderstands one or more teaching point (from session 1).
• Ask pupil to explain how they found the answer in order to pinpoint the misunderstanding.
• Find the specific part of the session 1 teaching that models the skill.
• Re‐teach skill in a one‐to‐one session or within guided reading.

REVIEW

Text B – Helping Dad: grimy, groaned, surprise, yowled, wailed

DO

Many errors and a low score:
• Indicates that the work is fundamentally at the wrong level for the pupil.
• Locate a relevant unit from a lower year group to teach in a one‐to‐one session.
• Discuss outcomes with SENCO to determine whether further intervention is necessary.
• Use Rising Stars Reading Planet series or Cracking Comprehension (see Shine Reading Skills Introduction for more details.)
‘Next steps’ can be broken down into three sections, each
relating to pupil performance
in the quiz that is taken at the
Rising Stars 2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited.
end of the learning sequence.
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Retrieval, Fiction 3

Text A – Helping Miss Ahmed
Miss Ahmed looked at the classroom.
There was paint all over the tables.
“This room is chaotic,” she said.
“After playtime, we will all help to tidy it up.”
The children lined up and they went out to play.
“Let’s give Miss Ahmed a surprise,” Jasmine suggested. “Let’s
sneak back in and tidy up while she’s having her coffee.”
“Ok,” said Raj. “But we had better be quick.”
Jasmine picked up loads of dirty paint
pots and brushes. Raj filled a bowl with
water and started wiping the tables.
Jasmine couldn’t see where she was going.
She bumped into Raj.
Splash! His bowl of water flew up into
the air.
“Ouch!” Jasmine let go of the paintbrushes and paint flew
everywhere.
The children looked at each other in horror. Now there was a
spreading puddle of dirty water. There was paint on the floor,
the tables, the walls and even on the ceiling.
“Oh no!” Jasmine wailed. “What will Miss Ahmed say?”
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Text A and the questions that follow form Session 1 –
Modelled responses. This session is for the teacher
to model how to approach the text and how to
answer different types of questions using the Online
Modelling Responses Software and/or printable
copies of the text and questions.
You may photocopy this page
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Retrieval, Fiction 3

Text A – Helping Miss Ahmed
1. When will the children tidy the classroom? Tick one.
before playtime 
before lunch


[1b]

after playtime 
after a story 

2. What did the class do just before they went out to play? [1b]

3. Finish the sentence:
While the children were playing, Miss Ahmed was

[1b]

_____________
4. Put ticks in the boxes to show who did each action. The first one
has been done for you.
[1b]
Action
went back to the classroom at
playtime
picked up paintbrushes
wiped the tables
made the mess worse

Jasmine

Raj





The questions in this session teach,
practise and apply the reading skills
linked to the Area of Learning.

Rising Stars 2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited Text

You may photocopy this page

2

Retrieval, Fiction 3

5. Why did Jasmine bump into Raj? Tick one.
 He was wiping the tables.

[1b]

 She tripped over a paintbrush.
 She sneezed and shut her eyes.
 She couldn’t see where she was going.
6. Number the sentences from 1–4 to show the order events
happened in the story. The first one has been done for you.
[1c]
Jasmine and Raj sneaked back in.
The children went out to play. 1
The children were horrified.
Paint flew everywhere.
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Year 2, Retrieval, Fiction 3

Session 1: Modelled Responses

Teacher guidance for
Text A and questions.

Text A: Helping Miss Ahmed
The questions in this session teach, practise and apply the following
reading skills:
1b: identify / explain key aspects of fiction and non‐fiction texts, such as characters, events,
titles and information.
1c: identify and explain the sequence of events in texts.

Before the session:


Read the ‘Prepare, Do, Review’ document for this intervention and follow the guidance.



Ensure access to the online modelling responses software if required (see Shine Reading
Skills Introduction for more details).



Print out and photocopy any paper copies of the texts and questions for the pupils.

Read the text
Activities
Read Text A: Helping Miss Ahmed with the
pupils. Use the online modelling responses
software or the paper copies. There is also an
audio version of the text available on the
online modelling responses software.
Discuss the story briefly with the pupils.
Can they retell the story to a partner in their
own words? Encourage the pupils to use the
artwork to assist their understanding.

Rising Stars 2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited Text

Assessment Guidance
Can pupils read the text accurately? Ask each
pupil to read aloud two sentences. If they
cannot read accurately, see guidance on the
Prepare, Do, Review document.
Can pupils understand and discuss what
happens in the story?
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Answers to the questions
and number of marks are
shown here.

Answer the questions

If using the online modelling responses software, remember to copy and paste textual evidence for
your answer.

Model

1 (1b)

2 (1b)

Steps
Check pupils can
When will the children tidy the classroom? Tick one.
before playtime 
after playtime 
before lunch 
after a story 
Read the question together Scan efficiently without
and identify which word
rereading the whole text.
you should scan for (e.g.
tidy).
Show pupils how to scan for
the word in the text and
carefully read the sentence
together.

Model

Model showing where the
answer will be found in the
text.
Ask the pupils to work in
pairs to write an answer to
the question.

after playtime
(1 mark)

This column suggests
ways to check how
pupils are performing
against each question.

The notes provide tips for teaching,
potential stumbling blocks that might occur
and ‘watch outs’ to prepare the teacher to
tackle these issues should they arise.

Model reading each of the
options. Together, choose
which one is correct by re‐
reading the sentence in the
text.
What did the class do just before they went out to play?
Help pupils work out what
Find answers when there is
information is needed to
no specific word in the text
answer the question.
to prompt them.
Discuss what before means
with pupils.

Answer and marks

Compare their answer to
the model answer given on
the online modelling
responses software or here
(see ‘Answers and marks’).

Answer to include ‘lined
up’, e.g., Before they went
out to play, the class lined
up.
(1 mark)

Decide whether their
answer needs to be
improved.

Listen to suggested answers
and discuss whether they
are correct or not.
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The notes for this session are broken down
into ‘Model’, ‘Support’ and ‘Practise’ sections,
whereby the teacher will show the pupils how
to approach questions, guide them through
answering them and then allow them to
practise what they have been taught.
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Support

3 (1b)

Write a model answer as a
group or compare answers
to the given model answer.
Finish the sentence:
While the children were playing, Miss Ahmed _________________
Help pupils to work out
Find answers when there is
Answer to include
what the question is asking
no specific word in the text
coffee/rest/break/sit
them to do (write a word or to prompt them.
down. (e.g., While the
phrase to finish the
children are playing, Miss
sentence).
Compare their answer to
Ahmed is drinking coffee).
the model answer given on
(1 mark)
Support pupils to identify
the online modelling
what while means in the
responses software or here
question.
(see ‘Answers and marks’).
Support pupils to read
carefully to find the answer.
Support pupils to check the
answer against their own
experience and knowledge.

Support

4 (1b)

Decide whether their
answer needs to be
improved.

Put ticks in the boxes to show who did each action. The first one has been done for you.
Help pupils to try to recall/
Have a good enough recall
visualise each event
of the text so they can
separately and then check
suggest answers before
their memory by re‐reading. revisiting the text to
confirm.
(2 marks for 3 correct; 1
mark for 1‐2 correct)

Practise

5 (1b)

Why did Jasmine bump into Raj? Tick one.
 He was wiping the tables.
 She tripped over a paintbrush.
 She sneezed and shut her eyes.
 She couldn’t see where she was going.
Help pupils to try to
Have a good enough recall
remember what happened
of the text so they can
and then check their
suggest answers before
memory by re‐reading.
revisiting the text to
confirm.
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She couldn’t see where she
was going.
(1 mark)
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Practise

6 (1c)

Number the sentences from 1–4 to show the order events happened in the story. The
first one has been done for you.
Jasmine and Raj sneaked back in.
The class went out to play. 1
The children were horrified.
Paint flew everywhere.
Support pupils to read the
Have a good enough recall
1. The class went out to
events listed and recall their of the text so they can
play
order in the story.
suggest answers before
2. Jasmine and Raj sneaked
Ask pupils to skim the text
revisiting the text to
back in
3. Paint flew everywhere
to confirm their answer.
confirm.
4. Paint flew everywhere
Skim read the text to recall
(All correct for 1 mark)
the main events.
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Retrieval, Fiction 3

Text B – Helping Dad
Dad looked at the muddy pawprints on
the kitchen floor.
“Bobbi’s feet are grimy,” he said.
“When I get back from the shops, we will wipe them. Okay?”
The children groaned. Dad waved at them and went to his car.
“Let’s give Dad a surprise,” Charlie suggested. “Let’s give Bobbi
a bath.”
“She hates baths,” said Jess. “Let’s do it outside.”
Charlie got the washing up bowl and some shampoo. Jess went
to find Bobbi.
Charlie filled the bowl with warm water. Jess came back carrying
Bobbi.
Bobbi yowled when she saw the bowl of water. She jumped out
of Jess’s arms and landed in the bowl. With a furious “Miaow!”,
she leaped out, ran through a muddy puddle
and back in through the open kitchen door.
The children followed the trail of muddy
footprints across the kitchen floor, through
the hall and into the TV room.
“What will Dad say?” Charlie wailed.
Text B and the questions that follow form Session 2 –
Supported Independent Practice. Text B has been written
to resemble Text A, and to act as an extension of it so that
pupils feel familiar with it and are able to practise what
was taught in Session 1. The following question stems and
content domains also mirror those that accompanied Text A.
Rising Stars 2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited Text
This session is for teachers to support pupils in answering
the questions as independently as possible.
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Retrieval, Fiction 3

Text B – Helping Dad
1. Where was Dad going? Tick one.
to get some water
 to have a bath
to do some shopping 

[1b]


to wash the cat



2. Who got the shampoo?

[1b]

3. Finish the sentence:
When Bobbi saw the bowl of water, she

[1b]

_____________
4. Put ticks in the boxes to show who did each action. The first one
has been done for you.
[1b]
Action
Said, “Let’s give Bobbi a bath”
Suggested they go outside
Filled a bowl with water
Followed the trail of muddy footprints

Rising Stars 2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited Text

Charlie


Jess
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Retrieval, Fiction 3

5. How do we know that Bobbi is a cat and not a person? Tick two.
[1b]
 She left pawprints on the floor
 She didn’t want a bath.
 She said, “Miaow”.
 She ran through a muddy puddle.
 She went into the TV room.
6. Number the sentences from 1–4 to show the order events
happened in the story. The first one has been done for you.
[1c]
The children found the things they needed.
Dad waved at the children.
Bobbi went into the TV room.
Bobbi jumped out of Jess’s arms.
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Session 2: Supported Independent Practice
Text B: Helping Dad

Teacher guidance for
Text B and questions.

The questions in this session teach, practise and apply the following
reading skills:
1b: identify / explain key aspects of fiction and non‐fiction texts, such as characters, events,
titles and information.
1c: identify and explain the sequence of events in texts.

Before the session:


Read the ‘Prepare, Do, Review’ document for this intervention and follow guidance.



Ensure access to the online independent practice questions if required (see Shine
Reading Skills Introduction for more details).



Print out and photocopy any paper copies of the texts and questions for the pupils.

Read the text
Activities
Read Text B: Helping Dad
Ask pupils to read the text aloud with their
partner.

Assessment Guidance
Can pupils read the text accurately? Ask each
pupil to read aloud two sentences. If they
cannot read accurately, see guidance on the
Prepare, Do, Review document.

Discuss the story briefly

Can pupils ask a question relating to events in
the story?

Ask pupils to think of one ‘quiz’ question they
could ask their partner to test understanding.

Rising Stars 2020 © Hodder & Stoughton Limited Text
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Answers to the questions
and number of marks are
shown here.

Answer the questions

Support pupils in answering the questions as independently as possible.

Support

1 (1b)

Support

2 (1b)

Practise

3 (1b)

Practise

4 (1b)

Steps
Where was Dad going? Tick one.
 to get some water
 to do some shopping
Ask pupils to think about
where in the text they are
likely to find the answer.
Direct them to think of a
word they could scan the
text for (e.g. Dad.)

Check pupils can

Answer and marks

 to have a bath
 to wash the cat

Scan efficiently without
rereading the whole text.

This column suggests
ways to check how
pupils are performing
against each question.

To do some shopping.
(1 mark)

The notes provide tips for teaching,
potential stumbling blocks that might occur
and ‘watch outs’ to prepare the teacher to
tackle these issues should they arise.

Who got the shampoo?
Ask pupils to identify which Carefully read the relevant
word in the question they
text to find answer.
should scan for (e.g.
shampoo). Direct them to
scan for the word and
carefully read the sentence.
Finish the sentence:
When Bobbi saw the bowl of water, she _________________
Ensure that pupils read
Find answers without
carefully to find the answer. scanning for a word in the
text.
Ensure that pupils check the
answer against their own
experience and knowledge

Charlie (1 mark)

Yowl/ yowled.
Accept jumped out of
Jess’s arms
(1 mark)

Put ticks in the boxes to show who did each action. The first one has been done for you.
Ask pupils to try to recall/
Have a good enough recall
visualise each event
of the text so they can
The notes
for this session are broken down
separately then check their
suggest answers
before
into
‘Model’,
‘Support’ and ‘Practise’ sections,
memory by re‐reading.
revisiting the text to confirm
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whereby the teacher will show the pupils how
to approach questions,
guide for
them
through1
(2 marks
3 correct;
answering them andmark
then for
allow
them
to
1‐2 correct)
practise what they have been taught.
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Practise

5 (1b)

Practise

6 (1c)

How do we know that Bobbi is a cat and not a person?
Tick two:
 She left pawprints on the floor.
 She didn’t want a bath.
 She said “Miaow”.
 She ran through a muddy puddle.
 She went into the TV room.
Ask pupils to try to
Have a good enough recall
She left pawprints on the
remember the event and
of the text so they can
floor.
check their memory by re‐
suggest answers before
She said “Miaow”.
reading.
revisiting the text to
(1 mark)
confirm.
Number the sentences from 1–4 to show the order events happened in the story. The
first one has been done for you.
The children found the things they needed.
Dad waved at the children. 1
Bobbi went into the TV room.
Bobbi jumped out of Jess’s arms.
Ensure that pupils read the
Have a good enough recall
1. Dad waved at the
events listed and recall their of the text so they can
children.
suggest answers before
2. The children found the
order in the story.
Direct pupils to skim the
revisiting the text to
things they needed.
text to confirm their answer. confirm.
3. Bobbi jumped out of
Jess’s arms.
Skim read the text to
4. Bobbi went into the TV
room.
confirm the gist of the
events.
(All correct for 1 mark)
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Online Modelling Responses Software
The Online Modelling Responses Software forms part of Shine: Reading Skills. It can be used alongside
Session 1 (Text A and questions) as a front of class interactive tool to enable the teacher to introduce the
text and model answering the questions.
There is an online modelling unit per text, and it includes questions from each of the Areas of Learning:
Retrieval, Vocabulary and Inference.

1. On the Home page the text can be viewed
in the split screen and the audio version of the
text can be played. Each set of questions that
relate to the different Areas of Learning can be
accessed via the tabs along the top.

2. For example, clicking on ‘Retrieval’
reveals the related questions. Each of the
Text A questions are listed and can be
expanded by clicking on the question. The
highlighting tools can also be accessed
here. Text can be highlighted in different
colours and copied to the ‘Answer’
screen to form evidence to be used when
answering the question.

3. Once text has been copied over,
the teacher can click on the Answer
tab. Here, the evidence can be viewed
and the teacher can model actively
answering the question. For example,
they would tick the answer and then
click on ‘Show model answer’ to reveal
the correct answer to check against.

