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Award winning SEN 
and wellbeing resources 

for KS1 and KS2
• Quickly identify pupils’ strengths and weaknesses

• Track progress over time with parallel forms for repeat testing

• Print and digital resources to suit the needs of your school

risingstars-uk.com/senco
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Award winning SEN resources for KS1 and KS2
At Rising Stars and RS Assessment from Hodder 
Education we publish a range of tests, profiling 
tools and teachers‘ guides to support special 
educational needs and pupil wellbeing in  
your school.

All our resources have been written by leading 
experts in the field to best support SENCOs and  
no additional training is required to use them.

Our resources are ideal for:
• Identifying strengths and weaknesses
• Screening and using as baseline tests
• Supporting access arrangements with 

standardised scores
• Repeat testing to measure the impact 

of interventions

SEN and SEBD 
profiling tools

English, reading 
& spelling 
assessments  
and resources

Maths 
assessments 
and resources

Teacher 
handbooks

Sign up to our SEN 
e-updates and be the first to 
hear about our latest blogs, 
news and free resources at 
risingstars-uk.com/senco

Tests for groups and 
individuals to pinpoint 
strengths as well 
as weaknesses and 
intervention resources 
to help ensure all pupils 
are on track to meet 
expectations. 

Teacher’s guide with 
best practice support to 
help you recognise and 
understand specific 
difficulties and plan 
effective teaching and 
support solutions for 
children.

Award winning online 
diagnostic assessments 
to help identify specific 
learning difficulties and 
social, emotional and 
behavioural difficulties.

Tests to help assess reading 
speed, comprehension 
processing speed and 
reading accuracy, and follow 
up intervention resources for 
reading and writing.

See pages 1–2 See pages 3–6 See pages 7–8 See page 9

risingstars-uk.com/senco

Wellbeing
Online pupil survey and 
follow-up evidence-
based strategies to help 
improve the wellbeing 
and academic attainment 
of KS2 pupils.

See page 9
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Profile 20 specific learning difficulties
SNAP-SpLD is an online diagnostic assessment to identify more specific 
learning difficulties (SpLD) than any other profiling tool.

Special Needs Assessment Profile

SNAP-SpLD Core Profile

SNAP-SpLD Pupil Questionnaire

1

“I would recommend SNAP because 
of the quantity and quality of the data 
SNAP-SpLD provides. It gives teachers 
a quick, efficient tool to help close the 
gap with underachieving learners.”
Federation of Abbey Schools

How does SNAP-SpLD work?
• Assess – Three online questionnaires and 8 

short diagnostic probes (for ages 7+) provide 
quantitative evidence about the pupil’s abilities. 

• Plan – Online reports to show strengths and 
weaknesses at a glance.

• Do – Suggested interventions for teachers to use in 
school and suggested home strategies for  
parents/carers.

• Review – Compare up to three assessments in 
one report to monitor the impact of interventions.

Ideal for assessing:
• A range of specific learning 

difficulties which without 
identification may impact a 
pupil’s potential to learn

• Ages 4–16
• £199 + VAT – 1-year subscription
• £52.50 User Handbook

risingstars-uk.com/senco
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Profile 17 social, emotional 
and behavioural difficulties
SNAP Behaviour (SNAP-B) is an online diagnostic 
assessment to identify social, emotional and behavioural 
difficulties (SEBDs), which without identification may limit 
a pupil’s potential to learn.

Special Needs Assessment Profile

“SNAP enables me to track emotional 
progress, identify triggers and through 
reflection and discussion help pupils to 
stay on track at school.”
Highgate Wood School

How does SNAP-B work?
• Assess – Three online questionnaires, involving 

school, parents/carers and the pupil. 
• Plan – Online reports to show strengths and 

weaknesses at a glance.
• Do – Suggested interventions for teachers  

to use in school and suggested  
home strategies for parents/carers.

• Review – Compare up to three core profiles in one 
report to monitor the impact of interventions.

Ideal for assessing:
• Relationship with self
• Relationships with other children
• Relationships with adults

• Ages 5–16
• £199 + VAT – 1-year subscription
• £47.50 User Handbook

SNAP-B Comparison 
Core Profile

Rising Stars UK Ltd- Correct Rep Account 

SNAP Behaviour Home Report 
Azim Singh 
Report generated 10th April 2019                                          Age at the time of assessment: 9 year 5 months 
 
 

 
                                                       1/9 www.snap.rsassessment.com 

Overview 

SNAP-B suggests Azim’s learning might be affected by anxiety, which means that he 
will quickly give up or run away from situations with which he cannot cope. He may 
try to over-control situations in order to avoid anxiety. 

How will this affect Azim? 

While anxiety will affect children and young people differently according to their personality and 
developmental age, some common patterns do exist: 

• Changes in routines can cause a disproportionate degree of worry. 

• Future changes are worried over, well in advance. 

• There is an over-willingness to please and a tendency to being over-sensitive to upsetting people. 

• These children often avoid new challenges and, if persuaded to face them, may display an "I expect I will 
fail" attitude. 

• These children may complain of physical symptoms, headaches, etc. when faced with challenges at 
school. 

 

 

What can I do to help Azim at home? 

The tips, strategies and advice shown here are not comprehensive and are certainly not prescriptive. You may 
already be using some or most of them. They are intended just as a resource for you to draw on, using your 
own judgement and knowledge of Azim – you know more about him than anybody else! 

• Remember, the aim is not to eliminate anxiety as it is a healthy normal response. The aim is to help Azim 
manage anxiety and not to be overwhelmed and controlled by it. 

• Azim may believe that what he is feeling is normal or he may believe there is something wrong with him. 
Talking to him about anxiety when possible can help. What kind of things scared you as a child? How did 

SNAP-B Home report

risingstars-uk.com/senco
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Oral, one-to-one standardised 
test to assess less able readers
DRA is an oral, one-to-one standardised test that allows you 
to accurately assess your less able readers. The brand-new 
edition has been fully re-standardised and provides diagnostic 
information that can be used to inform teaching or to help paint 
a picture of need for access arrangements.

3

“DRA gives an excellent insight into 
both comprehension and accuracy.”
Cardinal Griffin Catholic College

How does DRA work?
• An initial listening comprehension passage helps 

to decide the starting point for each pupil.

• Pupils read aloud and answer questions on three 
passages – fiction and non-fiction – pitched at just 
below, at and just above their reading level.

• Parallel forms allow for reliable retesting.

• A free downloadable score calculator  
is available to save you time  
calculating pupils’ results. Ideal for assessing:

• Reading accuracy
• Reading comprehension
• Comprehension processing speed
• Reading speed
• Single word reading accuracy

• Ages 7–16
• £70 Manual
• £50 Reading booklet
• £20 Record sheets (10 copies)

106

Single-word reading Form B

Single word reading
From fiction or  
non-fiction 5 or 
below start here

From fiction or  
non-fiction 6  
start here

From fiction or  
non-fiction 7  
start here

From fiction or  
non-fiction 8  
start here

took arrive planned journeyed

side stick gripping horizontal

sweep clown prickly enjoyed

sound devout flinches division

bread near insight magician

name ticked conform emergency

cried began unknown jealous

battle ready deceive overwhelmed

match quiet announce communication

water vary appendix precedent

From fiction or  
non-fiction 9  
start here

From fiction or  
non-fiction 10  
start here

From fiction or  
non-fiction 11  
start here

From fiction or  
non-fiction 12  
start here

regularly circulation exceptional deviant

requisition affliction occasionally chromosome

musician confectionery provocation incandescent

expertise unconsciousness potential analogous

efficiency diagnosis exaggerate oesophagus

exoneration predecessor enthusiastic simultaneous

exceptional regurgitated recreational precipitate

contemptuous circumstances assumption melancholy

convivial catalogue influential antiquarian

outrageous imperceptible conjecture phlegm

462779_DRA_R_Book_Form_B_061-106.indd   106 11/1/19   6:47 PM

© Hodder & Stoughton Ltd 2019. Photocopying is not permitted.

READING: FICTION 5 (ages 9–10) 50 words

When I was young, my grandfather bought a carpet.

“It’s magic,” he said. “Sit on it, and wish for anything you like – happiness, friendship, 

riches. Choose whatever you want.”

I thought for a long time. I jumped onto the carpet and made my wish.

Guess what happened the next day!

Comprehension questions Acceptable answers ✔ or x

1 Who showed the carpet to the child? Lit. Grandfather or grandad

2 What three wishes did grandfather suggest? Lit. Happiness, friendship, riches NOT anything you 
want

3 In the text, which word means the same as leaped? Voc. Jumped

4 Where was the child when he made his wish? Lit. On the carpet

5 Why did the child not make the wish straight away? Inf. Difficult choice or thought a long time about what 
to wish for or he did not know what would happen.

6 What do you think happened after the child made the wish? Pred. Wish came true or next day it came true or nothing

7 In the text, which word means the same as occurred? Voc. Happened

Reading errors:  4 or less: go to non-fiction 6 (page 34); 
5 or more: go to non-fiction 4 (page 26)

READING: NON-FICTION 5 (ages 9–10) 50 words

The potter is making a bowl. She uses soft clay and kneads it until there are no air  

bubbles left in it.

When her bowl is just right, she fires it in a hot oven.

After that, the clay becomes very hard, so it is impossible to change its shape.

Comprehension questions Acceptable answers ✔ or x

1 What is she making the bowl out of? Lit. Clay

2 How does she get the air bubbles out of the clay? Lit. Kneads it

3 What is the clay like before it is fired? Inf. Soft

4 What is heating clay in an oven called? Lit. Firing it

5 How does the clay change when it gets hot? Lit. Becomes hard

6 When is it too late to change the shape of the bowl? Inf. After it is fired or after it has been put in the kiln or
when it has become hard.

7 In the text, which word means the same as alter? Voc. Change

Reading errors:  4 or less: go to fiction 6 (page 32)  
(or fiction 5 (page 28) if already unsuccessful at fiction 6);  
5 or more: go to fiction 4 (page 24)  
(or fiction 5 (page 28) if previously successful at fiction 4)

Comprehension_________ out of 7

Time_________ seconds

Comprehension_________ out of 7

Time_________ seconds

Errors ____ out of 50  Time _____ seconds

Errors ____ out of 50  Time _____ seconds

462755_DRA_Pupil_Record_Sheet-A.indd   9 10/19/19   2:40 PM

Sample from DRA Pupil Record

Sample of Single Word 
Reading Test

NEW 
3rd edition

Diagnostic
Reading
Analysis

risingstars-uk.com/senco
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Ensure all pupils are on track  
to meet expectations in English
On Track English is designed to motivate struggling and 
less confident pupils and help schools boost attainment 
in reading comprehension, writing and grammar.

“After using 2 units from Phase A and 4 
from Phase B, the mixed group of Year 5 
and SEN Year 6 pupils were able to work 
more independently and confidently on 
other reading comprehension tasks.”
School using On Track English

How does On Track English work?
• Pinpoint areas of weakness with straightforward built-in 

diagnostic tools.

• Deliver targeted interventions using the carefully structured 
and pre-planned sessions – perfect for Teaching Assistants.

• Track progress with assessment guidance and tracking grids.

• Develop teaching skills and knowledge through the 
accompanying CPD videos.

• £375 Reading Comprehension 
Teacher’s Guide: Age 7–11

• £375 Writing and Grammar 
Teacher’s Guide: Ages 5–11

Ideal for addressing:
• Gaps in reading, writing and 

grammar knowledge and skills

DAY ONE

PCM 1 
P26

17

23

Unit A3 Fiction – Star Crazy

 © Rising Stars UK Ltd 2018  

1. Tuning in Resources
Text, picture prompts, vocabulary cards

MAKING LINKS Have you ever put your head underwater, 
at the seaside, swimming pool or even in 
the bath? What was it like?

Discuss what is different underwater from 
above water, e.g.:
• You can’t breathe water
• Sounds appear to be different.

What are these creatures and where do 
they live?
Show images of penguin, whale, shoal of fish, 
jellyfish starfish, anemone.

Name each of the creatures. Model using the 
Internet to find out more about each one.

VOCABULARY 
EXPLORER

V

What do you think these words mean?
• iceberg = huge block of ice
• spout of water = fountain of water
• WHOOSH = burst, hiss, roar

Show the words on vocabulary cards.

Ask for as many synonyms as possible.

Can children make a WHOOSH sound? What do 
they know that might make one? (2a)

Which of the creatures we looked at might 
make a whoosh of water? 

Explain that a whale’s ‘blowhole’ is like a 
nostril. When a whale has been underwater, it 
has to clear the water in its blowhole before it 
can breathe air through the blowhole. (2a / 2d)

Can you explain what these words mean?
• fantastic = amazing, beautiful, unbelievable
• raced = ran, rushed, zoomed, sped, flown

Show the words.

Ask for as many synonyms as possible. (2a)

TEXT 
DETECTIVE

The story so far: 
Go-go the penguin is frightened of the sea, 
but loves watching the stars in the sky. One 
night he sees a shooting star that vanishes 
from sight. Go-go decides to go and see 
where the star went to.

Listen to find out:
• Who is Blue?

Listen to the first part of the text, as far as 
‘and disappeared’

Introduce the story and ask the children to 
listen to the audio version of the first section of 
text, or read it aloud yourself.

Explain that a shooting star is a star moving 
quickly across the sky (or, more accurately, a 
space rock burning up as it comes close to 
Earth and leaving a short trail of light called a 
meteor). (2b)

QUICK QUIZ Can you answer these questions?
• Why couldn’t Go-go see the star?
• Why did he sit down?
• Who made the WHOOSH sound?
• Why do you think the whale might be 

called Blue?

Talk about questions one question at a time. 

If possible, ask for the evidence from the text 
that gives the information. (2b / 2d)

VOCABULARY 
EXPLORER

V

Do you remember what these words 
meant? 

Can we add new information about what 
the words meant in this text?

Revisit all of the words. Refine meaning in the 
context of this text (e.g. raced = rushed or sped, 
not ran). (2a)

Rising Star_On Track English_5pp.indb   23 4/26/18   10:53 AM

Sample page from On Track English Reading Comprehension

Sample page from  
On Track English  

Writing Comprehension

risingstars-uk.com/senco
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New Salford Sentence  
Reading Test 
Quick oral assessment of reading ability

• Ages 5–13
• £27.50 Manual
• £19 Record sheets (10 copies)
• £20 Test cards (Pack of 3)
• £22.50 Comprehension cards (Pack of 3)

Ideal for assessing:
• Reading accuracy
• Reading comprehension
• Reading age

A simple and quick test of reading ability based on 
sentences of graded difficulty. This test takes as little as  
4 minutes per pupil and provides standardised scores  
as well as reading ages.

How does Salford Sentence 
Reading Test work?
• Comprehension questions assess 

understanding as well as reading 
accuracy.

• Three parallel forms enable 
progress monitoring over time, 
with reusable test cards to support 
one-to-one oral delivery.

• Record sheets facilitate scoring 
and diagnostic analysis.

• Recommended by Catch Up®.

1. The dog sat up. 

2. Pick up a book.

3. We must go home for dinner now.

4. He got some sweets from the shop. 

5.  Ella has extra music lessons and      
football after school.

6.  Amit travels to school in a taxi      
with his two younger sisters.

7.  The robber tried to hide, but the police    
 found him with his bag of stolen money.

8.  If you get ready quickly, you can catch the    
eight o’clock bus and still arrive at work on time.

 Form ANew 

1. My pen is red.

2. Pick up a book.

3. We must go home for dinner now.

4. He got some sweets from the shop. 

5. Ella has an extra music lesson and  
football after break.

6. Amit travels to school in a taxi  
with his two younger sisters.

7. The robber tried to hide, but the police  
found him with his bag of stolen money.

8. If you get ready quickly, you can catch the 
eight o’clock bus and still arrive at work on time.

New  Form A

New SSRT Test Card_Form A.indd   1 21/08/17   4:02 PM

Sample from Salford Sentence 
Reading Test Form A Sample page from Diagnostic Spelling Tests 

Test 1 Form A

“I enjoyed administering the test.  
Putting the reading and 
comprehension together was  
quite an eye opener.”
LMDC Primary School

Diagnostic Spelling Tests 

Easily assess the impact of spelling 
intervention programmes

• Ages 5–12
• £55 Manual
• £18 Test forms 

(10 copies)

Ideal for assessing:
• Spelling age
• Specific spelling difficulties

In-depth, standardised spelling tests with 
parallel forms and diagnostic follow-up 
checks to monitor the impact  
of interventions.

How do Diagnostic 
Spelling Tests work?
• Three sets of parallel tests 

to diagnose and support 
targeted follow up.

• Enables the assessment of 
pupils’ overall improvement 
in spelling.

• Provides standardised scores 
and spelling ages.

SENCO 12pp Primary 2020 v3.indd   7SENCO 12pp Primary 2020 v3.indd   7 19/02/2020   10:1819/02/2020   10:18
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Standardised assessments for 
a wide age and ability range
Gain valuable insight into your pupils’ maths and reading 
ability with wide-ranging, standardised and flexible 
assessments.

How do ART and AMT work?
• Track progress over time using two parallel forms, suitable 

for repeat testing.

• Identify specific areas that may be limiting a pupil’s overall 
success and plan relevant and targeted strategies to stretch 
skills.

• ART allows you to gain valid and reliable data to help build 
a picture of a pupil’s normal way of working and provide as 
evidence in Part 1, Form 8 on the JCQ Form  
for requesting access arrangements.

• AMT and ART are supported by free online 
reporting tool MARK (My Assessment 
and Reporting Kit), so you can easily track 
performance, spot gaps in knowledge and 
measure progress.

Ideal for assessing:
• ART: Reading ability
• AMT: Maths ability

• Ages 7–16
• £45 Manual
• £20 Test forms (10 copies)
• £2 + VAT per online test

Nu Op Ab Fr Ge Me St Totalpage 2

 1 Here are six coins.

2p 10p 20p 50p5p 10p

 How much more money is needed to make £1?

 2 Tick the two multiplication facts that give the same answer.

  10  ×  5  =  6  ×  5  =  3  ×  5  =  2  ×  5  =  3  ×  10  = 

 3 Two parts of the circle are shaded. How many more parts do you  
need to shade so that exactly half, 1

2
 , of the circle is shaded?

    

 4 Tick the number that is nearest in value to 73.

  3   70   77   80   63

 5 Tick all the numbers that are multiples of 2.

  20   41   99   28   1   56   5

 6 What is double 23?

 7 Write this addition fact as a multiplication fact.

 9  +  9  +  9  +  9  +  9  =  45
   ×    =  45 

 8 Complete this number sentence:

  5  ×    +  9  =  59 

p  Me

 Op

 Fr

 Nu

 Op

 Op

 Op

 Op

416949 AMT Test 1 Form B.indd   2 19/01/18   1:20 PM

Interactive ART test

Sample page 
from AMT

ART
Access Reading Tests

AMT
Access Mathematics Tests

ART
Access Reading Tests

AMT
Access Mathematics Tests

risingstars-uk.com/senco
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Targeted maths 
intervention to consolidate 
children’s learning
On Track Maths is an intervention resource that enables 
teachers to improve gaps in children’s knowledge with 
structured short sessions over the course of a week 
targeted at different mathematical strands.

“We have seen significant gains for 
those children using On Track Maths. 
It has increased children’s confidence 
and summative results back this up.”
Walton-le-Dale Primary School

How does On Track Maths work?
• Pre-planned lessons provide activities for small 

groups or individuals to target areas of weakness.

• Assess the impact of selected interventions with 
assessment lessons for each strand.

Ideal for addressing:
• Gaps in maths knowledge

• Ages 5–11
• £300 KS1 Pack
• £400 KS2 Pack

3© Rising Stars UK Ltd 2016   You may photocopy this page

Name ________________________________________  Date ___________________________

MATHS
ON TRACK

MATHSMATHSMATHSMATHSMATHSMATHS
ON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACK

YEAR 3

Worksheet 1

Finding 10 more and 10 less
Fill in the missing numbers by fi nding 10 more.

1. 2, 12, , 32, 42, , , 72, , 

2. 10, , , 40, 50, , , 80, , 100

3. 67, , 87, 97, , 117, 127, , , 157

4. 234, , 254, 264, , 284

Fill in the missing numbers by fi nding 10 less.

5. 108, , 88, , 68, , , 38, 28, 

6. 125, , 105, , , 75, 65, , 

7. 157, , 137, , 117, , 97, 87, , 67

8. 843,  ,  823, ,  803,  ,  783,  773,  ,  

© Rising Stars UK Ltd 2016   2

    

DAY
3

TEACH

MATHS
ON TRACK

MATHSMATHSMATHSMATHSMATHSMATHS
ON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACKON TRACK

YEAR 3

3
DAY
3

DAY
2

ACTIVITY 1: Finding ten more and ten less 
using a 100 square

 � Point to number 2 on the 100 square. Ask: What number do we get if we 
add on ten more? Put a ring around the 2 and the 12.

TIP:  The children may identify the answer 12 without counting, but may not have 
noticed the pattern yet. Encourage them to check the answer by counting.

 � Now ask: What number do we get if we add on ten more? Can anyone show 
the pattern we are starting to get? Encourage use of Base 10, for example, 
as well as the 100 square to fi nd the answer. Then put a ring around 32.

 � Ask again: What number do we get if we add on ten more? (42)

 � Now ask: What do you notice? Elicit that adding on ten more alters the 
number in the tens column while leaving the ones the same. Make sure they 
can see that the answers are in the same column on the 100 square.

 � Now start with another number, but this time ask the children to fi nd ten 
less. Say: Let’s see if we can fi nd the number that is ten less than 56.

 � Continue with other numbers, e.g. What is ten more than 38? What is ten 
less than 70? Each time ask a child to explain how they worked out the 
answer. This gives an insight into their thinking, an opportunity to clarify or 
suggest alternative strategies and an opportunity for the children to explain 
to their peers.

ACTIVITY 2: Using ten more and ten less to 
understand the patterns of bigger numbers

WATCH OUT:  Some questions on Worksheet 1 involve crossing the hundreds 
barrier. To support children with these questions, model using the next example.

 � Ask: Find the number that is ten more than 90. (100) Find the number 
that is ten more than 95. (105) Use the apparatus for both examples to 
demonstrate that the numbers reach and exceed 100.

 � Now ask: Find a number that is ten more than 96. Can they work it out in 
their heads? This checks if the children can apply the pattern of ten more or 
ten less to numbers that go through the 100 barrier.

 � Hand out Worksheet 1. Explain that they are going to work out the missing 
numbers in the patterns. All the patterns are based on adding on ten more or 
subtracting ten.

 � Finish by going through some of the questions. Ask: How did you work out 
the missing numbers? Did you use the pattern or apparatus, or counting on 
and back?

TEACH

Strand: Number

OBJECTIVE

• Find 10 or 100 more or 
less than a given number

Rising Stars Progression 
Framework: 3.1.a.1, 
3.1.a.2

RESOURCES

• Activity 1: A 100 square 
for each child; large 100 
square for the adult; Base 
10 apparatus or similar 
for counting in tens

• Activity 2: Worksheet 1; 
Base 10 apparatus or 
similar; 100 squares

    Sub-strand: Counting in steps and multiples

Sample pages from On Track 
Maths KS2 Teacher’s Guide

risingstars-uk.com/senco

MATHS
ON TRACK
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Mathematics Assessment 
for Learning and Teaching 
Confidently assess all abilities with MaLT, 
designed for screening, monitoring and 
tracking progress as well as for individual 
diagnostic profiling.

• Ages 5–14
• £52.50 Manual
• £19 Test papers 

(10 copies)

Ideal for assessing:
• Screening
• Monitoring progress

How does MALT work?
• Quickly diagnose 

common errors and 
misconceptions.

• Record and monitor 
year-on-year progress 
through primary school 
and beyond with a 
single Scorer/Profiler  
CD-ROM.

• Designed to highlight 
particular errors and 
misunderstandings 
which are diagnostic 
of key learning needs 
such as counting errors 
and misconceptions 
with decimals.

A

page

2

page total

D

B

C

E

18

46, 47, 48,

9 – 6 =

  5   +   2   = 7

 +  = 7

 +  = 7 5 x 5 =

1a

1a

2c

2a

2b

2a

2c

3b

BasicNumberNN  FormB.indd   3 11/10/2011   10:56

127 =  +  + 

F

page

3

page total

G

H 169

379

36 + 24 =

7 x 5 =

56 – 42 =

1
2

34 – 6 =

I 30 ÷ 6 =

16 = 10 + 6

30, 24, 18, 12,

J

K

460

1a

3b

3b

3b

3c

3c

3a

3b

3b

3c

3b

3c

1a

2c

2a

2b

2a

2c

3b

BasicNumberNN  FormB.indd   4 11/10/2011   10:56

BasicNumberNN FormB.indd   2 9/22/17   8:32 PM

Sample page from Basic 
Number ScreeningSample from MaLT Test 9

Basic Number Screening

• Ages 6–12
• £29.99 Manual
• £19 Test forms 

(10 copies)

Ideal for assessing:
• Number operations

How does Basic Number 
Screening work?
• Oral test making it ideal 

for pupils who struggle 
with reading.

• Quick to test and easy to 
mark, with parallel forms 
to enable re-testing to 
assess progress.

• An informal ‘special 
needs indicator’ helps 
pinpoint those children 
who are likely to require 
some degree of learning 
support.

• Recommended by  
Catch Up®.

A quick, reliable assessment focusing on 
children’s understanding of number and 
number operations.
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• £38.99 Teacher’s 
Handbook

Ideal for:
• SENCOs
• Specialist teachers
• Dyslexia/SpLD co-ordinators

• Ages 7-11
• £250 + VAT –  

1-year subscription

Ideal for assessing:
• Resilience
• Positivity
• Motivation 
• Self-efficacy

Dyslexia: Assessing 
and Reporting 

Wellbeing and Attitudes to 
Learning: Survey and Strategies 

A best practice guide focusing on the core 
principles, purposes and practicalities of 
assessment to help you recognise specific 
difficulties and plan effective teaching.

Support pupil wellbeing and improve children’s 
attitudes to learning with a quick online survey 
and follow-up evidence-based strategies.

“This is an excellent book! 
A very good overview of 
current concepts in the 
field of dyslexia and related 
specific learning disorders 
and a wealth of knowledge 
and experience about 
assessment.” 
Professor Maggie Snowling,  
St John’s College Oxford

“The survey is useful as some children 
find it easier to answer a question 
online rather than to voice their true 
opinion verbally to an adult.”   
Trial school

What does the handbook include?
How does Wellbeing and Attitudes to Learning work?

• Detailed advice on how to 
interpret results and explore 
co-occurring difficulties.

• Offers a coherent approach 
to reporting, with practical 
guidance.

• Pupils complete a 20-minute online 
survey of 41 multiple-choice questions. 
All KS2 pupils take the same survey.

• Generate group and individual reports 
to help identify areas of concern, as well 
as areas of strength.

• Choose from 30+ evidence-based 
follow-up strategies to use with groups, 
classes and individuals.

• Re-assess pupils throughout the year 
to demonstrate the impact of selected 
strategies.

3

1 Principles of Assessment

The skill of an assessor extends far beyond knowing which tests to use and the 
methods necessary to calculate results – important as these are. For the competent 
professional, knowledge of the normal development of literacy skills and the 
relevant underlying cognitive processes, alongside the ability to recognise the signs 
of specific difficulties, analyse potential environmental influences and reflect on the 
impact of educational experience, are all essential pre-requisites. In this chapter 
we aim to give an overview of the key knowledge that informs diagnostic decisions, 
although all these skills will be developed throughout an assessment career and be 
strengthened by practical experience. We separate it into three sections.
■■ The normal development of literacy skills
■■ Dyslexia – definitions and descriptions – including discussion of a 

developmental model of SpLDs and features of the cognitive profile: 
phonological abilities, working memory and processing speed

■■ Other SpLDs – including dyspraxia, dyscalculia, ADHD and specific language 
impairment – and issues of co-occurrence and labelling

The normal development of literacy skills
Before we can begin any exploration of difficulties in literacy, a firm grasp of what 
is expected in normal development is needed. Children learn to speak long before 
they learn to read and write, and literacy is in effect ‘spoken language in code’. To 
use spoken language effectively we must:
■■ know which sounds (phonemes), in which order, make a particular word (phonology);
■■ produce the word (articulation);
■■ know what words/phrases mean (semantics);
■■ know about grammar: word structure (morphology) and sentence structure (syntax);
■■ be able to use language to communicate with others (pragmatics).

In all these respects, spoken communication involves both listening (reception) 
and speaking (expression) and difficulties at any level will be reflected in the 
acquisition and use of literacy skills. This is because in English we convert speech 
into written language using an alphabetic code. The first task for beginners is 
to learn this code. We use 44 sounds – 20 vowel and 24 consonant sounds – and 
the task of mapping 26 abstract shapes which form the letters of the alphabet 
onto these sounds is a huge one. Signs of dyslexia often first become apparent 
when children have inordinate difficulty in ‘cracking the code’, using sounds to 
build basic word-level skills. The task is difficult not only for young minds, but 
it remains continually challenging as spoken vocabulary and the use of different 
grammatical constructions expands. 
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Scotland
Angela McCabe 
angela.mccabe@rsassessment.com 
07810 851323  

North East
Angela McCabe 
angela.mccabe@rsassessment.com 
07810 851323  

North West
Jennie Hewett 
jennie.hewett@rsassessment.com 
07774 558664   

East Midlands
Samantha Streames 
samantha.streames@rsassessment.com 
07795 452179   

Contact your local educational consultant to learn more 
about our SEN and wellbeing resources

West Midlands
Hayley Kellett 
hayley.kellett@rsassessment.com 
07557 178608

North Wales
Jennie Hewett 
jennie.hewett@rsassessment.com 
07774 558664   

South Wales
Neil Williams 
neil.williams@rsassessment.com 
07825 148774  

M4 Corridor and South West
Neil Williams 
neil.williams@rsassessment.com 
07825 148774  

Thames Valley, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire
Mel Gregory 
mel.gregory@rsassessment.com 
07717 434614   

Hampshire, Kent and South London
Katie Wilson 
katie.wilson@rsassessment.com 
07342 063043

Surrey, Essex, North and East London
Sarah Baron 
sarah.baron@rsassessment.com 
07810 851028

Place an order
Contact your local rep or order online at risingstars-uk.com/senco

Northern Ireland
Mel Gregory 
mel.gregory@rsassessment.com 
07717 434614   

Offshore
Sarah Baron 
sarah.baron@rsassessment.com 
07810 851028

2626911
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