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Estimate the likelihood of success in the National Tests 
with a high degree of accuracy 

Methodology: how we determined performance indicators 

The performance indicators reflect where pupils, groups, classes and schools are in relation to other 
schools, term on term. We have developed the NTS Assessments performance indicator bands to 
provide you with information about relative performance each term.  
 
This measure has been checked against National Test performance for Key Stages 1 and 2 in 2019 
and results on the NTS Assessments, through a study carried out by statisticians at AlphaPlus 
Consultancy, but also looking back at the performance of children on the National Tests in recent 
years. The bands have been extended across the primary years to create a measure for each subject 
and Key Stage. These performance indicators tie in with the demand of recent National Tests, but 
mirror the more challenging thresholds, to ensure that year on year children remain secure. 
 
Children with standardised scores just below or just above any threshold may be considered on the 
cusp of the performance indicator band. The performance of children on the cusp is always less 
predictable than those who achieve scores comfortably within the expected standard. We want to 
ensure that we don’t overinflate the performance of children on the cusp, so we have set the 
performance indicator band for ‘Working at’ to be slightly more demanding than the National Test 
expected standard. 
 
The performance indicator bands may be used for tests in each term to measure if a child is on track 
to achieve an expected standard at the end of the year and to aggregate performance for groups, 
classes and years. These performance indicators are available as part of the FREE online analysis and 
reporting service MARK (My Assessment and Reporting Kit). You can find more information about 
MARK at: www.risingstars-uk.com/MARK 
 
If a child achieves the ‘working at greater depth’ performance indicator band in a test, they won’t 
necessarily be estimated to be ‘working at greater depth’ in the next test. This is because the NTS 
Scale is based on actual pupil performance and this pattern shows that children with similar 
performances sometimes fall below the ‘working at greater depth’ band on the next test. This 
applies to all scores that sit on the cusp, and so pupils with results here should be carefully 
monitored. 
 
In the National Tests, there is inevitably a variance in raw scores needed to achieve the expected 
standard across the different years. The raw scores may well become higher or lower in future years, 
so we have taken this into account alongside the individual content of each test when setting the 
performance indicators. The performance indicators will be reviewed at appropriate intervals to 
consider whether or not they remain suitable in the context of new thresholds being released every 
year. 
 
Although all NTS Assessments are written to the same test framework as the National Tests, actual 
content inevitably varies slightly from test to test; this is the reason the government adjust the 
thresholds every year. It is also the reason our own thresholds vary between subject and Key Stage, 
and, having had a team of experts review the tests question by question, we’re confident that they 
are reliable. 
 

http://www.risingstars-uk.com/MARK
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Performance indicators 

Here are the performance indicators for NTS Assessments. There is a set for each subject and Key 
Stage. 
 
Teachers should apply the relevant performance indicators to the test they are reviewing, to 
understand how children are performing and what band they may eventually fall into on their 
National Test paper if progress continues at the current rate. 
 
*Please note that the tables are indicative only. Other factors can influence a child’s performance on 
any given day. Estimates must be taken with some caution.  
 

Key Stage 1 Reading 

Performance indicator Standardised score 

Working towards 70–91 

Working at 92–109 

Working at greater depth 110–130 

 

Key Stage 1 Mathematics 

Performance indicator Standardised score 

Working towards 70–91 

Working at 92–109 

Working at greater depth 110–130 

 

Key Stage 2 Reading 

Performance indicator Standardised score 

Working towards 70–88  

Working at 89–110 

Working at greater depth 111–130 

 

Key Stage 2 Mathematics 

Performance indicator Standardised score 

Working towards 70–87 

Working at 88–109 

Working at greater depth 110–130 

 


