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December 2019 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
We hope that you’re finding the NTS Assessments useful and pupils are enjoying sitting the papers 
with an appropriate amount of challenge. We have been delighted with the response so far and 
appreciate all the feedback we’ve received. 
 
We continually monitor data, as more and more schools take up the tests, to ensure that they can be 
used with maximum confidence. Based on early feedback to the Autumn tests, we’d like to provide 
you with the following updates. 

KS1 and KS2 English/Reading: Test timing 

We have looked at the suggested timings for the Autumn papers and advise the following 
amendment. The timings given in the Autumn Reading interim manual are now suggested as 
maximums: 
 

NTS Assessments: KS1 and KS2 English/Reading 
 

Year Paper Recommended 
timing 

Maximum 
timing 

Year 1 Autumn Paper 1 20 minutes 25 minutes 

Year 1 Autumn Paper 2 20 minutes 25 minutes 

Year 2 Autumn Paper 1 25 minutes 30 minutes 

Year 2 Autumn Paper 2 15 minutes 20 minutes 

Year 3 Autumn Reading Paper 40 minutes 45 minutes 

Year 4 Autumn Reading Paper 40 minutes 45 minutes 

Year 5 Autumn Reading Paper 40 minutes 45 minutes 

Year 6 Autumn Reading Paper 40 minutes 45 minutes 

 
We suggest that any changes to timings are reviewed centrally within schools to ensure continuity 
across years. If your school has already administered the Autumn tests with increased timings and 
you have any feedback, please contact us by email at ntsassessments@rsassessment.com. 
 
For the most up to date recommended timings for Spring and Summer papers, please refer to the 
full teacher guidance manual that will be published in MARK (My Assessment and Reporting Kit) at 
the end of February 2020. All information about MARK can be found at risingstars-uk.com/mark. 

KS1 English/Reading: Administering the tests 

It has come to our attention that the transcript for Year 1 Paper 2 grammar questions is missing from 
the Autumn manual. Although schools have been able to read these from the question paper, for 
completeness we now provide this transcript at risingstars-uk.com/ntsmarkschemes. We apologise 
for the omission and any inconvenience this may have caused. 
 
We would also like to clarify the advice regarding what the teacher should read to pupils across the 
Key Stage 1 English and reading papers. 
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In Year 1, the grammar and spelling questions may be read to pupils. 
 
For the Year 1 reading papers, only ‘useful words’ and text passages that accompany practice 
questions should be read by the teacher, but not the subsequent text passages. We do not 
recommend reading non-practice questions, to best align with schools in the standardisation trial; 
however, teacher discretion may be used where they feel that not reading these questions would 
make the papers inaccessible for their cohort but please be aware that doing so could impact the 
comparison against national data. We have provided transcripts of these questions should they be 
necessary. If questions are read to pupils for the Autumn reading paper, we suggest reducing this 
support in Spring and removing it completely in Summer so that by Year 2 children are reading 
independently and comparisons against national data can then be made with confidence. 
 
In Year 2, we suggest that teachers follow the national curriculum KS1 test framework guidance for 
Reading Paper 1 that states: 'Teachers will read the beginning of the text(s) aloud to the pupils and 
also read aloud any supporting words that are provided.' That is, teachers may read each practice 
question and the accompanying text extract, plus the supporting (‘useful’) words, but pupils will read 
the rest of the texts and questions independently. 
 
Questions may be read to groups of pupils requiring this assistance in other years if this is how you 
would usually administer a non-statutory assessment, but under test conditions (i.e. no help or 
guidance should be given in finding answers). Please note that if questions are read, this could affect 
results and invalidate comparison to national data. 

KS1 and KS2 English/Reading and Mathematics: Performance indicators 

We have provided performance indicator thresholds guidance at 
risingstars-uk.com/ntsmarkschemes to give schools an indication of the likelihood of success in the 
National Tests. We based these predominantly on the correlation from the NTS Assessments in Years 
2 and 6 to the National Test results in summer 2019, but set them before we could also gather 
qualitative feedback on their appropriateness. A small number of schools have indicated they feel 
the bands are too lenient for their school this Autumn, particularly for KS2. We therefore advise 
using the performance indicators alongside teacher judgement, particularly for those pupils whose 
results are on the cusp of the bands given that the total number of marks available on each paper is 
lower in the Autumn term. We are actively monitoring data from the Autumn sitting and gathering 
more feedback, and will advise all schools if any change is made to the thresholds in the new year. 
 
We are committed to providing you with high-quality, reliable assessments and will continue to 
monitor feedback and data from the NTS Assessments as they’re increasingly used in schools. We 
welcome any feedback or questions you may have, please email 
ntsassessments@rsassessment.com.  
 
With kind regards, 
 

 
 
Katie Blainey 
Publishing Director 
RS Assessment from Hodder Education 
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