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Welcome to RS assessment
RS Assessment from Hodder Education is the assessment provider with a
reassuring history. We bring together expertise and resources from Rising Stars,
a leading provider of assessments for over 11,000 primary schools and
Hodder Education, provider of rigorous assessment for over 40 years.
We know that all schools and pupils are different, so we’ve worked with the
very best assessment experts and teachers to create reliable assessments to
suit a range of needs, including:
Formative assessment: Cost-effective light-touch tools to check gaps
in learning, perfect for when pupils join your school at various times
throughout the year
Standardised tests: Print and interactive standardised tests to measure
progress against a huge bank of pupil averages
SEN tools: Our assessments do not only measure academic
achievement. With more awareness and encouragement to support
children’s mental health and improve behavior, we’ve developed a suite
of evidence-based SEN tools and emotional wellbeing assessments to
help you uncover individual issues and improve pupil’s strengths.

assessment
experience
Products used
in
countries

80+

1 million

Over
pupils registered
online
Our assessments are always evaluated independently,
written by expert authors and designed to reduce
teacher workload as much as possible.
We know that an assessment is only as valuable as
the outcomes and insights it provides. That’s why
we’re continually improving the free reports we offer
on MARK (My Assessment and Reporting Kit) to help
teachers make reliable judgements about learning and
adapt future teaching. We’ve already helped teachers
to analyse over 5 million tests on MARK and look
forward to helping teachers to analyse many more!

To find out more, visit risingstars-uk.com/international-assessment
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Trusted by
over 6,000
schools for valid,
easy-to-use
assessment
reporting

My Assessment and Reporting Kit

•

Quickly analyse gaps in learning to inform targeted teaching

•

Perfect for sharing individual pupil & group attainment with teachers, senior leaders,
parents and education officials.
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MARK is our free online testing and reporting tool, designed to provide
progress and performance data, whist saving teachers time. Gain free
access with any GAPS, PiRA or PUMA purchase.
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“For SEN children, we can monitor the
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Standardised Tests

READING

MATHEMATICS

About our reliable standardised tests
• Consistently compare pupil performance with test results that have been
standardised against a large, carefully selected, diverse sample of pupils

written tests

• Questions proven to effectively assess understanding
• Expertly written and independently trialled content, designed to monitor progress

GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION, SPELLING

digital tests

auto-marking and reporting

These assessments enable schools to accurately measure and predict pupil progress in grammar, punctuation
and spelling (GPS), reading and mathematics, and benchmark performance against pupil averages.
• Supports a whole-school approach
for children aged between 4-11yrs
(5-11yrs for GPS)
• Provides a diagnostic profile for
each pupil – informs teaching and
highlights areas where pupils may
need more support or challenge
• Monitor progress and see how
your school is performing across
different year groups

What diagnostic information do the tests provide?
• Standardised score
See whether the pupil’s attainment is
above or below the average for their
year cohort

• A GPS, reading or mathematics age
Get a quick measure of attainment against the age at
which the pupil’s performance is typical

• Age-standardised score
See how the pupil is performing
against other pupils of the same age,
calculated in years and months

• Hodder Scale score
Measure pupil progress with this independent scale.
Useful for tracking and predicting performance of
children who are working outside of their age range,
but continue to make small increments of progress

• Performance indicators
Identify whether pupils are meeting
performance expectations for their year

• Strand and question level analysis
See strengths and weaknesses across the curriculum
to inform future teaching

To find out more, visit risingstars-uk.com/international-assessment
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£17.50 per 10-copy pack of termly tests
for each subject and year group

Progress in Grammar, Punctuation
and Spelling Assessment

100% of teachers
said that they
find GAPS results
accurate when
predicting future
attainment in
national tests*

Benchmark performance in
technical English from ages 5-11?

Samples from GAPS
Year 5 Autumn test

GAPS is a suite of truly standardised tests that help you to
accurately measure and predict pupil progress and attainment in
grammar, punctuation and spelling across the primary years.

Includes
teacher
transcripts
for each
spelling test

• 3 tests per year group
• Each test includes separate sections on grammar, punctuation
and vocabulary and spelling
• Questions sample all of the content from the programme of
study for English
Pupils record their answers in termly test booklets
*Based on results from GAPS, PiRA, PUMA survey, July 2018

To place order contact: international.sales@risingstars-uk.com
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Progress in
Reading Assessment
£17.50 per 10-copy pack of termly tests
for each subject and year group

Sam felt ill.
His throat hurt. His ears hurt.
His head hurt. He sneezed.
“Sam, can you come and show
us how to do it?” asked Mrs
Jacobs.
Sam looked up. He didn’t know
what Mrs Jacobs wanted him to do. He just shook his head. His legs felt
all wobbly. He knew that if he stood up he would just fall down again.
He put his head down on his hands and started to cry, very quietly. He
wanted his mum. He knew that Mrs Jacobs would be cross with him
now. His teacher didn’t like it when children didn’t do what she told
them to do.

Free teacher guidance and
mark scheme included

Benchmark performance in reading from
ages 4-11?
New PiRA is a brand-new edition of the trusted termly PiRA papers that empower
you to reliably benchmark performance and track progress in reading against
standardised averages.

10

Who is this story about? Circle your answer.
Jacob

11

Mum

children

at home

at the shops

1b

Where was Sam? Circle your answer.
in bed

12

Sam

at school

1d

Find and copy the words from the text to say where Sam hurt.

• Standardised in 2019-20 on thousands of pupils
• Confidently assess vocabulary, comprehension, summary, inference, prediction,
structure, impact and comparison and generate diagnostics about strengths and
weaknesses to inform teacher planning
• Save time with papers that are quick and simple to administer and mark, carefully
written to ensure a steady progression in demand

1a

1a

13

Write one thing Sam did when Mrs Jacobs asked him a question.
1b

pira
The same trusted and reliable questions can also be taken online:
• Auto-marking
• Add variety to assessment methods
• Instant results and progress reports
• Auto-saving function means that no data is lost

page total

2

AUTUMN

4

© Hodder & Stoughton Ltd 2020. Photocopying is prohibited.

475175_New_PiRA_Test_2_Autumn_001-012.indd 4

Autumn papers available in June 2020, ready for testing in autumn 2020
Spring papers available in October 2020, ready for testing in spring 2021
Summer papers available in February 2021, ready for testing in summer 2021
Please note, we will stop selling older editions of PUMA in July 2020.

To find out more, visit risingstars-uk.com/international-assessment
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Progress in
Understanding
Mathematics Assessment
£17.50 per 10-copy pack of termly tests
for each subject and year group

Free teacher guidance and
mark scheme included

12

Fill in the missing numbers to complete the two counting patterns.
num

43

53

63

73

num

645

13

545

345

Standardised tests for ages 4-11, designed to
assess knowledge and understanding of key
mathematical concepts.

245

Use all of these digit cards to write a number between 300 and 350

5

New PUMA is a brand-new edition of the trusted termly PUMA papers that empower
you to reliably benchmark performance and track progress in maths against
standardised averages.

93

3

4
num,
PS

14

Jason has 12 strawberries.

• Standardised in 2019-20 on thousands of pupils
• Confidently assess number, operations, fractions, measures, geometry, statistics
and problem solving and generate diagnostics about strengths and weaknesses to
inform teacher planning
• Each test is designed carefully to work alongside White Rose Maths, Maths Mastery
and other popular schemes
• Save time with papers that are quick and simple to administer and mark
• Increased number of harder problem-solving questions and marks added, resulting
in a gradual increase in test demand

ops,
PS

He eats 4 of them.

strawberries

How many are left?

puma 3 AUTUMN

page total
5

© Hodder & Stoughton Ltd 2020. Photocopying is prohibited.
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Autumn papers available in June 2020, ready for testing in autumn 2020
Spring papers available in October 2020, ready for testing in spring 2021
Summer papers available in February 2021, ready for testing in summer 2021
Please note, we will stop selling older editions of PUMA in July 2020.

To place order contact: international.sales@risingstars-uk.com
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Follows the
Assess – Plan
– Do – Review
model

Special Needs Assessment Profile

Identify learning and
behavioural difficulties and
provide practical strategies

Age
5 – 16

• Identify areas of need with
simple online questionnaires
• Quickly generate reports and
suggested strategies involving
both home and school
• Easily administered
by any member of staff

Age
4 – 16
20
SNAP-SpLD profilesfic
ulties
dif
ng
rni
lea
ific
ec
sp
SNAP-B profiles
17 social, emotio
and behavioural
nal
difficulties

To find out more, visit risingstars-uk.com/international-assessment
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ASSESS

PLAN

SNAP-SpLD and SNAP-B are online diagnostic assessments, designed
to pinpoint behavioural and specific learning difficulties.

Profile 20 Specific
Learning Difficulties

• Generate information sheets about areas of concerns which can be
shared with teachers and parents/carers

• Pupil Assessment Questionnaire
• Information for the Family
Questionnaire
• What I Feel Questionnaire

SNAP SpLD Core Profile
Leanne Reilly

20 factors profiled for SNAP-SpLD
Academic self-esteem
Social self-esteem
Dysgraphic and hand-eye
coordination skills
Visual comfort and control
Maths and number
Self-monitoring and planning

Age at time of assessment: 8 years 8 months

Areas of strengths

Attention
Auditory working memory
Visual working memory
Expressive and receptive language
Social communication
Sensory processing
Gross motor coordination skills

Report generated 24th April 2019


Areas of weakness

Profile 17 social, emotional
and behavioural difficulties















View a Core Profile
online or download
as a PDF

SNAP-SpLD Core Profile
(reports include fictional data only)

Leanne Reilly

SNAP SpLD Core Profile

Report generated 24th April 2019

SNAP-B includes three online
questionnaires:

Age at time of assessment: 8 years 8 months

January 2019

Areas of strength and weakness
Key

• Pupil Assessment Questionnaire
• At Home Questionnaire
• What I Feel
Questionnaire
17 factors profiled in SNAP-B
Relationship with self
Anxiety
Explosive anger
Implosive anger
Depression
Academic self-esteem
Social self-esteem
Relationship with self

• See a pupil’s strengths and weaknesses at a glance to allow for
empowered discussions between the pupil, family and school
• Quickly choose from a selection of suggested interventions and
strategies which can be easily combined with ideas, resources
and approaches already in use in your school*

SNAP-SpLD includes three
online questionnaires:

Processing speed
Reading (dyslexia)
Phonological skills
Spelling (dyslexia)
Auditory processing
Hyperactivity
lmpulsivity

View strengths and weaknesses at a glance

Relationships with other children
Friendship deficit
Instrumental aggression
Attention-seeking from peers
Being hurtful towards peers
Relationships with other children at home

Relationships with adults
Attention-seeking from adults
Defiance towards adults
Over-dependence on adults
Being hurtful towards adults
Relationships with adults at home

Below are listed Leanne's strongest areas, and the 3 areas in which she could most improve.






Attention



Fine motor/hand-eye coordination skills,
handwriting and page layout








Expressive and receptive language

Auditory processing skills
Auditory working memory
Maths and Number

Gross motor coordination skills
Hyperactivity (Activity levels and control)
Impulse control
Phonological skills
Processing speed









Reading

Principal strengths

Self-monitoring, planning and metacognition

SNAP-SpLD suggests that Leanne has strength in:

Sensory integration and sensitivities
Social awareness and communication
Spelling

•

Maths and number, which means that she works with numbers quickly and well, and finds it easy to
remember and apply the rules and procedures of arithmetic and maths.

•

Expressive and receptive, which means that she can understand and express spoken language
effectively and effortlessly.

•

Auditory working memory, which means that she is good at holding heard or spoken information in her
working memory while working with it.

Visual comfort and control
Visual working memory

Self-esteem profile (from the What I Feel Principal weaknesses
questionnaire)

SNAP-SpLD suggests that Leanne's learning might be affected by:




Academic self-esteem
Social self-esteem

•

Visual stress, which means that she may find the visual aspects of reading and looking at a page difficult.
The text may seem uncomfortable in some way and this can affect reading, spelling, etc.

•

Reading difficulties (dyslexia), which means that she may struggle with some or all of the many aspects
of reading - decoding, blending, word recognition and understanding.

•

1/2

Spelling difficulties (dyslexia), which means that she may struggle with spelling accurately and
www.snap.rsassessment.com
effortlessly.

*Some suggested interventions include paid for resources.

To place order contact: international.sales@risingstars-uk.com
9

REVIEW

DO
Generate reports for school and home

Monitor progress over time

Both SNAP-SpLD and SNAP-B provide a selection of suggested
interventions and strategies to involve both home and school,
offering an entirely rounded approach to help support the specific
needs of the pupil.

Create multiple assessments to track a pupil’s progress over time
and explore whether interventions/strategies should be continued,
expanded on, replaced or stopped.

Compare up to
3 Core Profiles

SNAP Behaviour School Report
Azim Singh

Report generated 10th April 2019

Age at the time of assessment: 9 year 5 months

Overview
SNAP-B suggests anxiety may be affecting Azim’s learning.

Interventions selected to help Azim
The aim should be to increase desired behaviours through teaching and encouragement, rather than trying to
decrease behaviours through punishments and disapproval. It is easier to teach and encourage new skills than
to remove existing ones.
It is essential that the following interventions are incorporated into a caring and accepting relationship and that
any intervention is modified depending on Azim’s individual needs and his level of social, cognitive and
emotional understanding.

Modelling
Ask Azim to sit and work with a peer, interacting adaptively in a situation that would normally make him
become anxious. For example, a pupil who has worries about taking tests could sit and work with a peer who
has a relaxed and positive attitude combined with good test-preparation skills.

Relaxation techniques

School Report
The school report can be shared with
all relevant teaching staff. It includes:
• details about the specific area of need
• chosen interventions
• suggested classroom strategies
• suggested websites and further
reading

Relaxation techniques are intended to give pupils an understanding of how the physiological and muscular
responses to anxiety affect them, while providing them with specific skills to enable them to control these
reactions.
Sometimes it is useful to think of anxiety like a 'burglar alarm'. Like anxiety, the job of a burglar alarm is to spot
danger and to warn us about it so that we can take action to prevent us being harmed. However, if a burglar
alarm is too sensitive and it goes off when there isn't any real danger, this can cause problems. It can lead to us
feeling distressed when we don't need to, and confused about what is a 'real alarm' and what is a 'false alarm'.
In our body, the alarm can trigger changes such as fast shallow breathing and muscle tension.
Problems can also arise if we don't take appropriate action when a burglar alarm goes off. Anxiety can lead to
fear and, when these two join, then panic is the likely response. Anxiety is a very useful warning system for

1/13

www.snap.rsassessment.com

SNAP SpLD Home Report
Leanne Reilly

Report generated 16th January 2019

Age at the time of assessment: 8 year 8 months

Overview
SNAP-SpLD suggests Leanne’s learning might be affected by dysgraphic and hand–eye
coordination difficulties, which means that she may struggle with hand–eye
coordination, handwriting and page planning skills, and may have difficulty using tools
such as scissors, etc.

How will this affect Leanne?

Home Report

Leanne’s handwriting and page layout will be a mess and spelling may be weak. This will be discouraging,
especially when neatness is something teachers work hard to encourage.

The home report can be shared with
parents or carers. It includes:
• details about the specific areas of need
• a summary of the selected interventions
being carried out in school
• strategies and activities to try at home
• useful websites

Interventions selected to help Leanne at school
Alternatives to writing
Suggesting a range of technological aids that can help with the presentation of work.

What can I do to help Leanne at home?
The tips, strategies and advice shown here are not comprehensive and are certainly not prescriptive. You may
already be using some or most of them. They are intended just as a resource for you to draw on, using your
own judgement and knowledge of Leanne – you know more about her than anybody else!
•

Try to encourage Leanne to verbalise the nature and direction of strokes while tracing and drawing
individual letters.

•

Encourage activities which make the right hand move across to the left side of the body and the left
hand move to the right side (e.g. simple juggling, even with just one ball from hand to hand). Swimming
can also be beneficial in this way.

1/13

“I would recommend SNAP to
other schools due to the simple,
effective way of identifying
the children’s strengths and
weaknesses. Because of the
quality and quantity of the
data it provides, SNAP gives
teachers a quick, effective
tool to help close the gap with
underachieving learners.”
Federation of Abbey Schools

www.snap.rsassessment.com

To find out more, visit risingstars-uk.com/international-assessment
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1 year subscription £199 + VAT

SNAP-SpLD and SNAP-B subscriptions include:
• Online questionnaires (plus diagnostic probes
for SNAP-SpLD)
• Printable Family and What I Feel Questionnaires
(these can also be taken online)
• Next steps and suggested interventions
• Instant online reporting

£50

£45
Supporting user
handbooks include:
• Administration guidance
• Guidelines for interpretation
• Information about the
development and rationale
behind SNAP

To place order contact: international.sales@risingstars-uk.com
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"It was really interesting to see what the
children were putting, especially children I
already had concerns about.
Some of their responses really surprised
me, as did some of the achieving and
confident children, who had put they didn’t
feel like they could achieve in class."
Trial School

Support academic development and improve pupils’
positivity, motivation and resilience at school
• Online pupil survey to support
children’s wellbeing and academic
development at ages 7-11
• Evidence-based follow-up strategies
for classes and individuals
• Instant online reporting to demonstrate
the impact of strategies over time

To find out more, visit risingstars-uk.com/international-assessment
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Assess your pupils' wellbeing and attitudes to learning in 20 minutes
1

Pupils complete the online survey

Pupils complete a 20-minute online survey of 41 multiplechoice questions. All pupils take the same survey.

Children can choose to
have the questions and/or
answers read aloud.

Supporting material
Resources and
supporting documents
are included to help you
introduce Wellbeing and
Attitudes to Learning
to pupils, teachers and
parents/carers.

2

Generate instant online reports

Generate whole year group, class and individual reports to help
identify areas of concern, as well as areas of strength.

See at a glance
how children have
performed for each
dimension and
sub-dimension.

Export results as a
pdf or spreadsheet.

View individual
children's answers
by sub-dimension,
or in the order
pupils completed
the survey.

Generate a list of
all children falling
in the red, amber
and green zones.

To place order contact: international.sales@risingstars-uk.com
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Class and pupil
strategies available
for each dimension.

3

4

Implement follow-up strategies

Access 30+ evidence-based strategies, written by
experts, to use with year groups, classes and individuals.

Monitor progress over time

Retake the survey to track pupil progress and demonstrate
the impact of selected strategies over time.

Compare up to
three survey
attempts.

Creating a positive
climate
Dimension: Positivity
Sub-dimension: Class climate
Strategy type: Class
Description: Adopt activities to support pupils and teaching staff to create a class climate that
is positive.
Outcome: Pupils and teaching staff feel their classroom is a positive place to be in.

Objective
To creative a warm and positive classroom environment.

Example
case studies.

Resources needed
Classroom climate checklist

Download
strategies as PDFs.

Background
Increasingly, research has highlighted the importance of pupils feeling connected to the
people who care for them at school and feeling they are a valued part of their setting. There
has been interest in how the school environment can impact on this and what can be put in
place to support this (McNeely et al., 2002).
Two theories have been used to explain the importance of this: social learning theory
and social ecological frameworks. Social learning theory suggests that people learn from
each other through observing, modelling and imitating. Social ecological theories highlight
the importance of systems around an individual and how they interact. Both theories
acknowledge and seek to explain the impact of environments and others on individuals
(Reaves et al., 2018).

"The survey is useful as some children find it easier to answer
a question online rather than to voice their true opinion
verbally to an adult. It has clear data at the end of the survey
which uses easy-to-view colour coded results."

The creation of positive classroom environments has been highlighted as important. These
classroom environments are:
➜
➜
➜
➜

welcoming, ordered and predictable
children know that their effort, and not just their success, is rewarded
all children feel valued and are helped to reflect
staff know children as individuals and spend time with them.

To find out more, visit risingstars-uk.com/international-assessment
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Description of strategy
You can follow a number of strategies to create a positive climate in your classroom. It may
be worthwhile completing an ‘audit’ of your classroom to ascertain what you are already doing
and what could be changed / added. The Classroom climate checklist may help to guide your
reflection on what you currently do and where you could change the environment for children.

Trial School

Adopt an evidence-based approach to
supporting the wellbeing and academic
development of your pupils
Wellbeing and Attitudes to Learning: Survey and Strategies is an online
profiling tool to support the wellbeing and academic development of pupils
aged 7-11 comprising of 3 parts:
• a 20-minute online pupil survey
• instant reporting for individuals, groups, classes and whole year group
• 30+ evidence-based strategies and supporting materials to

choose from.

The survey is designed to help schools quickly assess where pupils are
at in relation to their:

Whole school
subscription for
£250 + VAT
Developed by experts
Trialled on a representative sample of over 3,800
pupils in 2018, this survey will allow your school
to offer a holistic, evidence-based approach to
improving wellbeing and academic attainment.
Wellbeing and Attitudes to Learning has been
developed in partnership with experts at Coventry
University and Nottingham Trent University.
Professor Clare Wood
Professor Clare Wood’s current research focuses
on understanding the factors that impact on
educational achievement.

Positivity

Motivation

Self-esteem

Intrinsic motivation

Optimism

Extrinsic motivation

Doctor Carlo Tramontano

Satisfaction

Support

Doctor Carlo Tramontano’s most recent work
focuses on the study of how individual factors
(e.g. self-efficacy) influence work stress and
behaviours at work.

Class climate
School belonging

Self-efficacy
Emotional self-efficacy
Interpersonal self-efficacy
Academic self-efficacy

Resilience
and
persistence

Doctor Helen Johnson
Doctor Helen Johnson is a full-time Educational
Psychologist.

To place order contact: international.sales@risingstars-uk.com
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Please recycle this brochure when you have finished with it.

We’re here to help
To place your order or for any queries, please contact our International Assessment Resource Manager
Email: nicholas.dunn@hodder.co.uk or Tel: 0044 7584 587 796

Discover the rest of the Hodder Education range:
For over 25 years Hodder Education has been trusted by Cambridge schools around the world to
provide quality support for teaching and learning. We offer a full service of print and digital material,
plus teacher training in almost every subject at every level of the Cambridge Pathway.
We also support IB schools across the continuum, with a range of unique and innovative resources
that are aligned with the IB’s values of encouraging both personal and academic achievement.
From PYP to CP we’ve got resources that will encourage curiosity, creativity and critical thinking.

ISBN: 9781398312685

For more information on our full range of international resources
visit hoddereducation.com/international-curricula
www.rsassessment.com

