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SAMPLE



LISTENING COMPREHENSION C

Last night, a magical balloon carried me to a beautiful garden, in another world.
I heard birds singing, and saw fishes swimming in a clear pool. I felt such happiness!
Suddenly, I awoke – in my own bed.
But I wasn’t disappointed. I had remembered something important.
It was my birthday!

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

LISTENING COMPREHENSION A

I made a cake for my sister. She was six.
The cake was good.
She showed it to my brother.
He took half of it!

LISTENING COMPREHENSION B

We were having a great day. We were told to keep together, but Ali ran ahead.
Suddenly he stopped, his mouth wide open.
Just in front of him was a cow with huge horns.
He stayed near us after that!

Comprehension questions Acceptable answers or x

1 Who was the cake for? His/her/my sister.

2 Why do you think he/she made a cake for his/her sister? It was her birthday or it was a treat.

3 Who took too much cake? The/my brother.

4 How do you think his/her sister felt at the end of the story? Cross or angry or annoyed or upset.

Now go to Reading: Fiction 2 Comprehension out of 4

Comprehension questions Acceptable answers or x

1 What was Ali supposed to do? Stay with the others or stay together.

2 What did he do? Ran on ahead or in front.

3 Where did the story take place, do you think? On a farm or in a field or in the country or near a field.

4 How did the cow make Ali feel? He was scared or frightened 
NOT he ran away or he was sad.

Now go to Reading: Fiction 4 Comprehension out of 4

Comprehension questions Acceptable answers or x

1 Give two events in the story that really happened. Any two of:
The girl/child woke up or was in bed.
It was the girl’s birthday or she remembered it was 
her birthday.
She wasn’t disappointed.

2 Where was the garden in the story? In another world or magical world or in her dream.

3 What living things does the story say were in the garden? Birds and fishes
NOT the person telling the story.

4 Why do you think that the garden was a good place to be? It made the girl very happy or it made her happy 
or it was peaceful, beautiful or pretty.

5 Why was the girl happy at the end of the story, It was her birthday.
even though she had left the garden?

Now go to Reading: Fiction 6 Comprehension out of 5

SAMPLE



LISTENING COMPREHENSION D

When I was young and nosey, I explored Mum’s cupboard.
I discovered a box containing an old plate. I dropped it and it shattered.
I replaced it with one from the kitchen.
Yesterday was my birthday. Mum presented me with the box, carefully wrapped.
“Great-grandfather wanted you to have this when you were thirteen.
Be careful – it’s extremely valuable.”

LISTENING COMPREHENSION E

Shirt ironed, hair combed and skin scrubbed, I approached very nervously. I hesitated.
I raised my hand without actually trembling – I wasn’t that anxious!
But I did require one hand to steady the other as I pressed the doorbell.
Music throbbed, and I heard occasional screeches of female laughter.
Male voices shouted anecdotes followed by cheers or contradictions – ‘Yeah, bet you did!’
The door opened. A vision stood before me. Well, I knew who it was really, 
but she looked especially beautiful tonight. Then her face smirked with amusement.
I knew I shouldn’t have let my sister choose my clothes.

Comprehension questions Acceptable answers or x

1 What was in the box in the cupboard? A plate or an old plate or a valuable plate.

2 Why did the child need to replace it? S/he broke it or it shattered or s/he would get into trouble.
NOT s/he dropped it.

3 Why do you think Mum kept it in a cupboard? To keep it safe or she was looking after it or it was valuable 
or she didn’t want the child to see or find it.

4 Why was the box carefully wrapped? It was a (birthday) present or it was fragile.

5 Why do you think Great-grandfather couldn’t give the child He was dead or he lived away or was ill.
the box himself?

6 Why do you think the child might not be pleased with the S/he did not get a valuable plate or it was just one from the 
gift? kitchen or s/he knows what it is.

Now go to Reading: Fiction 8 Comprehension out of 6

Comprehension questions Acceptable answers or x

1 What is your first impression of the boy at the beginning of Nervous or anxious or well prepared or dressed up.
the story?

2 Give two reasons that suggest there is a party going on. Any two of:
Music or laughter or cheers or noise inside or 
he is all dressed up. 

3 How do you think the boy feels about the girl who opened He fancies her or thinks she is beautiful or
the door? is attracted to her.

4 Why did the girl who opened the door smirk? His clothes are inappropriate.

5 Who helped the boy choose his clothes for the party? Sister.

6 Why might the boy be annoyed with his sister? He was laughed at or he knew he looked odd or
she gave him bad advice.

7 Where do you think that the party was being held? At the girl’s house.

8 This is the beginning of a story. What do you think might He goes in to the party and continues to make a fool of 
happen next? himself or they all stop and stare at him or he manages to 

act in a way that gains the girl’s respect or he finds another 
girl.

Now go to Reading: Fiction 10 Comprehension out of 8

SAMPLE




