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Introduction
I was very pleased when Rising Stars asked me to produce the 2018 Implications for Teaching and Learning
Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation report for the Key Stage 2 (KS2) national test papers. This report
outlines those areas that were identified as being problematic and makes suggestions for helping pupils to
address these difficulties. It also highlights some important test techniques and next steps for preparing
pupils for the 2019 KS2 grammar, spelling and punctuation test papers. This summary should be used
in conjunction with teachers’ and schools’ own analysis of pupils’ performance in the national tests, and
knowledge of the teaching that had prepared pupils for them.

Shareen Mayers

Teaching Suggestions
★★ Approximately 90% of the questions this year were not first taught in Year 6. This has huge
implications for the whole school and continues to stress the emphasis on Year 6 teachers (and all
teachers) to review previous learning.
★★ Teaching in context is essential as words can be different word classes depending on the context and
how they are used. (E.g. Q31 What is the word class of each underlined word?).
★★ Several questions involved pupils ticking, circling, underlining or answering multiple-choice style
questions. Are pupils clear about what this language means, and how they can make their answers
clear and unambiguous? Are pupils continually exposed to test-style questions in everyday teaching so
they are familiar with the test language?
★★ Accuracy of spelling is extremely important again in the 2018 tests. Verb forms, contractions,
prefixes, suffixes and plurals must be spelled correctly. Therefore, pupils need to be made aware of
their spelling errors and be supported with strategies to spell unfamiliar words in everyday work (e.g.
checking in a dictionary, breaking words into syllables and using mnemonics, etc).

Raw Scores and Mark Thresholds Explained
A scaled score of 100 represents the expected standard at the end of KS2. Each year, the raw score on
the test could change, but the scaled score always remains the same, at 100. This year, the test was out
of a total of 70 marks (50 marks for grammar and punctuation and 20 marks for spelling).
Standard

Raw score on the test

Scaled score

Not reached the expected standard

0–37

80–99

Expected standard

38–70

100–120

High score

56–70

110–120

• The threshold for the expected standard in 2018 increased this year by 2 marks = 38/70 marks = 54%
(51% in 2017).
• The threshold for the high score in 2018 stayed the same = 56/70 marks = 80% (80% in 2017).
• In 2018, 78% of pupils met the expected standard in grammar, spelling and punctuation
(provisional data), compared with 77% in 2017.
• In 2018, 34% of pupils met the high score (110) in grammar, spelling and punctuation (provisional
data), compared with 31% in 2017.
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Overview of the Test
PAPER 1 AND PAPER 2: % PER DOMAIN CONTENT
• Grammar carried the most weighting on Paper 1.
Paper
Paper 1: questions
(Maximum 50 marks)
Paper 2: spelling
(Maximum 20 marks)

Element of the
content domain

Number of marks

Percentage of
the paper

Percentage of
total mark

Grammar

30

60%

42%

Punctuation

15

30%

22%

Vocabulary

5

10%

7%

Spelling

20

100%

29%

Total

70

100%

100%

CONTENT DOMAIN AREAS COVERED IN THE TEST
Pupils need to know all of the terminology in the table below.
G1 Grammatical terms/
word classes
Nouns
Verbs
Adjectives
Conjunctions
Pronouns
Possessive pronouns
Relative pronouns
Adverbs
Adverbials
Prepositions
Determiners
Subject and object
Grammatical term

G2 Function of sentences
Statements
Questions
Commands
Exclamations

G5 Punctuation
Capital letters
Full stops
Question marks
Commas in lists
Apostrophes
Commas to clarify meaning
Commas after fronted
adverbials
Hyphens

G3 Combining words,
phrases and clauses

G4 Verb tenses and
consistency

Sentences
Clauses
Relative clauses
Noun phrases
Coordinating conjunctions
Subordinating conjunctions
Subordinate clauses

Simple past
Simple present
Verbs in the perfect form
Modal verbs
Present and past progressive
Tense consistency
Subjunctive verb forms
Passive and active

G6 Vocabulary
Inverted commas
Direct speech
Brackets
Dashes
Commas to indicate
parentheses
Colons
Semi-colons
Single dashes
Bullet points

Synonyms and antonyms
Prefixes
Suffixes
Word families

G7 Standard English and
formality
Standard English
Formal and informal
vocabulary
Formal and informal
structures
The subjunctive

KEY STAGE 2 PAPER 1 GRAMMAR, SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION TEST: % OF MARKS PER
YEAR GROUP
This analysis represents where an area is first introduced. E.g. noun phrases are first introduced in
Year 2 but are also mentioned in Year 4. The analysis records this as Year 2. Where a question requires
knowledge of the terminology, this analysis records where the terminology is first introduced as
a statutory requirement. E.g. the term ‘conjunction’ is not a statutory term until Year 3 but is first
introduced in KS1.
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2018 GPS test
year group in
the national
curriculum

Number of
marks and
percentages

2017 GPS test
year group in
the national
curriculum

Number of
marks and
percentages

2016 GPS test
year group in
the national
curriculum

Number of
marks and
percentages

1

4 (8%)

1

4 (8%)

1

3 (6%)

2

11 (22%)

2

12 (24%)

2

14 (28%)

3

9 (18%)

3

7 (14%)

3

9 (18%)

4

12 (24%)

4

6 (12%)

4

7 (14%)

5

9 (18%)

5

11 (22%)

5

9 (18%)

6

5 (10%)

6

10 (20%)

6

8 (16%)

• Similar to previous years, 30% of the questions were from KS1 in 2018.
• Just 10% of the questions were from Year 6 in 2018.

KEY STAGE 2 PAPER 2 SPELLING: % OF MARKS PER YEAR GROUP
Some areas, such as homophones and near-homophones, are mentioned across Years 3–6. These are
recorded according to the first year group in which they are introduced.
Year group in the national curriculum

Number of marks

Percentage of marks

3 and 4

14

70%

5 and 6

6

30%

Test Technique Tips
★★ Ensure that pupils spell prefixes, suffixes, verb forms and plurals correctly. They will lose marks if
these are not spelled correctly.
★★ Ensure pupils are able to explain their reasoning as a few questions required a deeper
understanding of grammar and punctuation. E.g. pupils were expected to explain how the position
of the apostrophe changes the meaning of a word.
★★ Ensure pupils tick, match, circle or underline the correct number of boxes or words. This must be
clear and unambiguous. If a pupil makes a mistake, ensure they rub out or cross out the wrong
answer to ensure their answer is crystal clear.
★★ Hyphens, possessive apostrophes and contractions will not be tested in the Paper 2 spelling test,
but may be tested in the Paper 1 grammar, punctuation and spelling test. Encourage children to
print in the Paper 2 spelling test to avoid any ambiguous letter formations and letter joins.

Paper 1: Grammar, punctuation and spelling test
(common misconceptions, tricky questions and
teaching tips)
Grammar and Standard English
In the 2018 grammar, punctuation and spelling test, there were fifty 1-mark questions.
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Grammatical
terms/word
classes

Functions of
sentences

Combining
words,
phrases and
clauses

Verb
tenses and
consistency

Punctuation

Vocabulary

Standard
English and
formality

12 marks

3 marks

5 marks

7 marks

15 marks

5 marks

3 marks

The questions were presented in order of difficulty, with Q1 the easiest and Q50 the most difficult.
Questions required pupils to tick, circle, match, explain and rewrite sentences. Accuracy was
extremely important, and pupils needed to ensure that their answers were clear and unambiguous.
Some pupils lost marks because they did not underline or circle words correctly, for ambiguous
punctuation, and for spelling errors – specifically when adding suffixes. There was a strong emphasis on
accuracy within the test, and pupils lost marks for not starting sentences with capital letters or spelling
verb forms incorrectly.
Here are question types analysed in more detail:

GRAMMAR

Q20 Explain how the modal verb changes the meaning of the second sentence.
1. Yusuf and his sister go swimming with their dad.
2. Yusuf and his sister might go swimming with their dad.
(93% of pupils answered this correctly.)
This question requires pupils to have an in-depth knowledge of modal verbs and to understand that
the second sentence means that they are not definitely going swimming. Do we model how to explain
our understanding of grammar? Are pupils able to explain how different word classes can change the
meaning of whole sentences? There were no spelling or punctuation requirements for this question.

Q31 What is the word class of each underlined word?
Josef has beautiful writing.
Josef writes beautifully.
(64.4% of pupils answered this correctly.)

Q39 What is the grammatical term for the underlined words in the sentence below?
My prize was a fluffy green pencil case with a gold zip.
(53.3% of pupils answered this correctly.)
The questions above both required knowledge of word classes and grammatical terms. In Q31, pupils
had to demonstrate their knowledge of how words can change meaning depending on the context. The
first one is an adjective and the second one is an adverb. In Q39, pupils are introduced to the words
‘grammatical term’, which in this case is an expanded noun phrase. Do we explicitly model our thought
process when demonstrating an understanding of word classes? E.g. ‘This must be an expanded noun
phrase because it has a noun at the head of the sentence and a preposition adds further description.’

Q43 Rewrite the two sentences below as one sentence using an appropriate coordinating
conjunction. Remember to punctuate your answer correctly.

We have time to play a game. We will have to finish it before dinner.
(60.1% of pupils answered this correctly.)
Q43 and similar questions require pupils to not only understand how a coordinating conjunction
works within a sentence (e.g. to join two independent clauses), but also to punctuate their sentences
accurately. This is without adding any unnecessary fronted adverbials and ensuring the sentences start
with a capital letter and end with the appropriate punctuation. Pupils need to be taught to write simple
and straightforward sentences without adding any extra words.

Q44 Underline the adverbial in the sentence below.
On Wednesday, Felix has a dental appointment.
(43.8% of pupils answered this correctly.)
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An important teaching point to note is that although ‘On Wednesday’ is an adverbial, it is also a fronted
adverbial.
There needs to be an understanding that an adverbial can be in many different forms. It can denote
time, place or manner, but it can also be a prepositional phrase, noun phrase or a subordinate clause.
Pupils also need to make their underlining clear and unambiguous.

Q48 Circle the four verbs in the passage below.
There were hundreds of gulls circling in the sky.
They gathered near the dock, searching for scraps.
(40.5% of pupils answered this correctly.)
This question left some pupils confused about the verbs used within the sentences. The answers were:
‘were’, ‘circling’, ‘gathered’ and ‘searching’. The key teaching point here is that pupils need to be clear
about both ‘doing’ and ‘being’ verbs like ‘is’, ‘was’, ‘has’ and ‘were’, etc. These are areas that should be
reviewed in every year group.

Q50 Underline the subordinate clause in the sentence below.
Hassan and I are going to our dance class; we are going to be late as we missed the bus.
(34.8% of pupils answered this correctly.)
This question requires a more complex understanding of what a subordinate clause is, and how it
functions within a sentence. Crucially, the function of a subordinating conjunction is to introduce
a subordinate clause. In the KS2 grammar test, every clause has a subject and verb, e.g. ‘we’ and
‘missed’. Are we being explicit about what a subordinate clause is? Are we breaking down what a clause
is? Are we mixing up sentences so that the subordinate clause is at the beginning, middle and end of
sentences?

PUNCTUATION

Q7 Insert a pair of commas in the correct place in the sentence below.
My father who works at the museum gave my class a guided tour.
(88.2% of pupils answered this correctly.)
For this question, pupils required knowledge of a relative clause (a special type of subordinate clause
containing a relative pronoun) in order to access this question. The answer was, ‘who works at the
museum’. However, the answers here also need to be clear and unambiguous, so the comma should be
facing the correct way and be on the line.

Q26 Jane wants to know if the band is playing at the festival. Write the question she could ask to
find out.

Remember to punctuate your sentence correctly.
(75.3% of pupils answered this correctly.)
Once again, there were many errors that could be made when answering this question. Are pupils
aware of the key prompt, ‘Remember to punctuate your sentence correctly’? Pupils lost marks if they
added a reporting clause, e.g. Jane asked, ‘Is the band playing at the festival?’

Q28 Write the name of the punctuation that could be used instead of the commas in the sentence
below.

Somehow, after much swaying and rocking, the tightrope walker managed to regain balance.
(75.3% of pupils answered this correctly.)
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Dashes or brackets could have been used as valid answers to this question. Are pupils aware of the full
range of punctuation and how each type of punctuation functions within a sentence? Do they know the
key terms, and can they explain them in context?

Q30 Tick one box in each row to show whether the underlined noun is singular or plural.
The customer’s hunger was satisfied by the pizza.
The princess’s slippers were made of glass.
Those are the boys’ books.
(59.9% of pupils answered this correctly.)
There were two questions (Q30 and Q35) that required an in-depth knowledge of using the apostrophe.
In the national curriculum, it explicitly states (as non-statutory) that, ‘Singular proper nouns ending in
‘s’ use the suffix’s e.g. Cyprus’s population.’ (Taken from the Year 3 and 4 English programmes of study
spelling appendix). See more below.

Q35 Explain how the position of the apostrophe changes the meaning of the second sentence.
1. What are your brother’s favourite toys?
2. What are your brothers’ favourite toys?
(65.8% of pupils answered this correctly.)
The most challenging questions are those that require pupils to explain how they know. In the question
above (Q35), knowledge of singular and plural is essential. In the first sentence, you have one brother
and in the next sentence you have two or more brothers. It is easier to teach this by circling the word
without the apostrophe or putting your finger over the word without the apostrophe (highlighted
in bold), e.g. brother’s (one brother) and brothers’ (more than one brother). This might not be
conventional but it does work here.

VOCABULARY
In 2018, there were just five questions focused on vocabulary.

Q11 Draw a line to match each prefix to a word to make four different words. Use each prefix once.
Prefixes: im-, in-, en-, misWord: correct, mature, fortune, able
(92.5% of pupils answered this correctly.)
This question tested pupils’ understanding of matching correctly, as well as their subject knowledge.
Again, knowledge of how prefixes change the meanings of words is crucial here.

Q23 Complete the sentence below with a noun formed from the verb invent.
The engineer thought her latest _________________would solve the problem.
(84.6% of pupils answered this correctly.)
The teaching of prefixes and suffixes is essential for all pupils and is a key component of the spelling
aspect of the national curriculum. However, pupils would benefit from explicit work on the meanings
of root words and how these change once a prefix or suffix is added. The root word ‘invent’ changes
its meaning when the ‘-tion’ suffix is added. A useful website for exploring the origins of root words is
etymonline.com. Focusing on etymology will support pupils with the history of words and enable them
to have a greater understanding of meanings.
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Q46 Add a suffix to the words in the boxes to complete the sentences.
Our school believes in [equal] for all pupils.
We took [addition] clothing in case it turned cold.
(44.3% of pupils answered this correctly.)
The answers to this question were ‘equality’ and ‘additional’. Notably, pupils need to understand
unfamiliar suffixes, such as ‘-ity’ and ‘-al.’ They also needed to spell both words correctly to be awarded
1 mark.

Paper 2: Spelling test
The spelling test was presented in order of difficulty with the easiest questions first. 70% of the
questions were from the Year 3 and 4 spelling areas and 30% were from Year 5 and 6. The last few
spellings were particularly challenging for pupils.
Similar to last year, there were quite a few words that tested knowledge of the wider curriculum, e.g.
‘mixture’ and ‘descendent’. The word ‘inconceivable’ was challenging for many pupils. Significantly, it is
important to be clear about the ‘i’ before ‘e’ rule. It is ‘i’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’ when the sound is ‘ee’.
Spelling test words in order: thumb (93.2%), trouble (86.8%), mixture (88.6%), portable (89.3%),
dough (87.1%), science (83.8%), attention (80.5%), obtained (79.1%), weightless (77%), council
(69.8%), suffered (77.7%), typical (61.6%), usually (59.5%), cautious (58.2%), essential (52.4%),
vague (39.3%), adventurous (42.7%), architect (31.7%), descendent(18.9%) and inconceivable (14%).
(Percentages represent the number of pupils nationally who spelled the word correctly.)
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Next Steps
1. The KS2 grammar test is a test of the whole school grammar teaching. Ensure all teachers are aware
of the expectations for their year group, and any preceding year groups, so that they can continually
review previous learning.
2. Explicitly teach spelling and the spelling rules, and encourage pupils to explain how certain prefixes
and suffixes can change the meaning of root words.
3. Teach the correct terminology for grammar and ensure that it is taught in context. Words can have
multiple meanings, depending on how they are used in a sentence.
Terminology not used in the test

Terminology used in the test

Speech marks

Inverted commas

Connectives (e.g. and, but, so, because, when)

Coordinating conjunctions (e.g. or, and, but, so)
Subordinating conjunctions (e.g. when, if, because)

Connectives (e.g. on the other hand, in
addition, furthermore, therefore)

Adverbs (words, e.g. therefore)/Adverbials (words or
groups of words, e.g. on the other hand)

Time connectives (e.g. next, then, first, second) Adverbs (of time)

Connectives (e.g. after, before)

Subordinating conjunctions, e.g. I went to the cinema
after I had eaten my dinner (used to introduce a
subordinate clause).
Prepositions (of time), e.g. Entry is free after 5pm in the
evening.

Embedded clauses/‘Dropped in’ clauses
Subordinate clauses

Subordinate clauses

Some of these words may also be other word classes.

Written by an expert
Shareen Mayers
Shareen Mayers is an experienced primary school teacher (QTS) and senior leader, and is currently
a leading English and assessment adviser for a successful education company in London. She is the
former primary lead English adviser for a successful London local authority. She is also an established
educational author, writer and editor specialising in English and assessment for a range of leading
educational publishers. In addition, she still regularly teaches in the classroom, especially in Year 6,
but she has taught across all year groups. She has a proven and extensive track record of raising
standards in English and provides in-school consultancy and training for teachers. She advises at
national level and is a DfE subject specialist for reading and grammar (KS1 and KS2).

9

Your one stop shop for success in t
Improve pupils’ test performance with

ACHIEVE

Revision and

3) Practice Papers
Improve exam performance with
full-length test papers designed to
mirror those used in the 2018 tests

Complete coverage of all topics
covered in the national tests

Buy products • Get free samples • Start a free trial

risingstars-uk.com/IFT

the 2019 national tests ACHIEVE
Practice books

1) Revision
Simple step-by-step flow chart approach
that explains how to tackle SATs questions
… and get them right!

2) Question Workbooks
Gain familiarity with the style of questions
which will appear in the national tests

... and use

ACHIEVE
SATs SUCCESS

to vary revision

Just
£2.50
per copy

All cover the
expected standard
and higher score

Just
£99
✔✔ Quizzes with instant feedback
that build knowledge, skills
and confidence
✔✔ Simple reporting to personalise
and track progress across
Maths and GPS

Unique and
interactive
practice

✔✔ A perfect tool for children
catching-up or working ahead

01235 400 555
primary@bookpoint.co.uk

ACHIEVE

Just
£2.50
per copy

Fun and focused SATs revision
updated for the 2019 national tests
NEW

The only revision books that show children how to answer
SATs questions
Subject experts have been consulted at every stage to ensure
the content is just right
All books are written to support the new national tests and
include updates from the May exams

Download free samples from risingstars-uk.com/IFT

