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What was life like when our grandparents 
were children? Changes within living memory Create a digital scrapbook about childhood

Who are our local heroes? Local History Study: Lives of significant individuals Turn your classroom into a museum about local history

Why do we remember Bonfire Night? Events beyond living memory nationally or globally Put on a live performance about Bonfire Night

How did the first flight change the world? Events beyond living memory nationally or globally Create a video about the first flight

How has our food changed? Compare aspects of life in different periods Host a ‘food fair’

Who were the greatest explorers?  Lives of significant individuals Organise a class debate about great explorers
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Where do we live? Use maps to identify the UK and its countries Make 3-D models of your local area

Where in the world do these people live? Understand geographical features by contrasting the UK with a 
non-European country Make a passport ready for take-off!

Where do our favourite animals live? Use compass directions to describe features and routes on a map Create a ‘home in a box’

What are seasons? Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK Create drawings and paintings inspired by seasonal changes

Where does our food come from? Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including trade links Go on a Great British Picnic

What are the seven wonders of our world? Devise a map and use basic symbols in a key Choose your own seven ‘wonders of the world’
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What was new about the new Stone Age? Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age Design and build a giant-sized replica of Stonehenge

When would you rather have lived – Bronze 
Age or Iron Age? Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age Hold your very own debate – Bronze Age or Stone Age?

How do we know about the Egyptians? The achievements of the earliest civilizations Create your very own book for your school library

Did the Romans make Britain better? The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain Create a walking tour to explore how the Romans influenced 
your local area

What was important to our local Victorians? Local History Study: A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends knowledge beyond 1066 Develop a campaign to preserve a Victorian building

Has childhood changed over time? A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
knowledge beyond 1066 Plan and perform a play about how childhood has changed 
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Where on Earth are we? Locate the world’s countries using maps Invent a locational map game, quiz or puzzle

Is climate cool? Identify seasonal/daily weather patterns in the UK Produce a ‘Big Finish’ climate report

Do we like to be beside the seaside? Name geographical regions and their identifying characteristics 
in the UK

Create a television advert or presentation to promote a 
coastal area

Can you come on a Great American Road 
Trip? 

Locate the world’s countries using maps, including North and 
South America Create a song or rap about America

How does the water go round and round? Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including the water cycle Design and make a model river

How does the Earth shake, rattle and roll? Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including volcanoes Make a real-life ‘erupting’ volcano
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What impact did the Anglo Saxons have? Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots Hold an exciting Anglo-Saxon debate

Would the Vikings do anything for money? The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England Write your own version of a Viking saga

Why should we remember the Maya? The achievements of the earliest civilizations Make your very own Maya folding book

How did WWII impact our local area? Local History Study: A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends knowledge beyond 1066 Design and develop an exhibition about World War Two

What did the Greeks do for us? Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world

Lead a special social event about the legacies and influence 
of the Ancient Greeks

How has communication changed over 
time?

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
knowledge beyond 1066 Invent your own communication device for the future
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Is our country changing? Identify geographical characteristics of the UK, and understand 
how some have changed over time Create pieces of art that represent your local area

Where should we go on holiday? Locate the world’s countries, using maps Create your very own mobile app about the Alpine region

What is life like in the Amazon? Understand similarities and differences of a region of the UK, and a 
region within South America Produce an exciting stop-motion animation

Where does all our stuff come from? Use maps, atlases and digital mapping to locate countries and 
describe features

Write an adventure story about the journey of your chosen 
product

Are we damaging our world? Describe and understand aspects of human geography, including 
settlement and land use Develop a campaign to help protect the planet

How will our world look in the future? Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, and understand 
how some aspects have changed over time Create your own plan for the future of your local area
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What was life like when our grandparents 

were children? Changes within living memory Create a digital scrapbook about childhood

Who are our local heroes? Local History Study: Lives of significant individuals Turn your classroom into a museum about local history

Why do we remember the fifth of 
November? Events beyond living memory nationally or globally Put on a live performance about Bonfire Night

How did the first flight change the world? Events beyond living memory nationally or globally Create a video about the first flight

How has food changed over time? Compare aspects of life in different periods Host a ‘food fair’

Who were the greatest explorers? Lives of significant individuals Organise a class debate about great explorers
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What’s it like where we live? Use maps to identify the UK and its countries Make 3-D models of your local area

What will we see on our journey around 
the world?

Understand geographical features by contrasting the UK with a 
non-European country Make a passport ready for take-off!

Where do different animals live? Use compass directions to describe features and routes on a map Create a ‘place in a box’

What are seasons? Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK Create a ‘weather wonderland’ assembly or presentation

Where does our food come from? Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including trade links Go on a Great British Picnic

What are the seven wonders of our world? Devise a map and use basic symbols in a key Create a ‘world wonders big book’

LO
W

ER
 KE

Y S
TA

GE
 2 HIS

TO
RY

What was new about the New Stone Age? Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age Perform a role-play that outlines what changed and 
progressed throughout the Stone Age

How unpleasant were the Bronze and Iron 
Ages? Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age Choose an invention and make a case for its importance–

‘Dragons Den’ style!

How much did the Ancient Egyptians 
achieve? The achievements of the earliest civilisations Create your very own Egyptian artwork, writing, maths puzzle 

or even 3-D pyramid!

What happened when the Romans came? The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain Prepare a whole-class debate to discuss whether the Romans 
overcame their difficulties and achieved success

What was important to our local Victorians? Local History Study: A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends knowledge beyond 1066 Develop a campaign to preserve a Victorian building

Is it better to be a child now than in the 
past?

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
knowledge beyond 1066 Plan and perform a play about how childhood has changed 
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Where on Earth are we? Locate the world’s countries using maps Invent a locational map game, quiz or puzzle

Is climate cool? Identify seasonal/daily weather patterns in the UK Produce a ‘Big Finish’ climate report

Do you like to be beside the seaside? Name geographical regions and their identifying characteristics 
in the UK

Create a travel agent advert or presentation to promote a 
coastal area

Can you come on a great American road 
trip?

Locate the world’s countries using maps, including North and 
South America Create a song or rap about America

How does water go round and round? Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including the water cycle Design and make a model river

Can the Earth shake, rattle and roll? Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including volcanoes Make a real-life ‘erupting’ volcano
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What impact did the Anglo-Saxons have? Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots Hold an exciting Anglo-Saxon debate

Would the Vikings do anything for money? The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England Write your own version of a Viking saga

Why do we remember the Maya? The achievements of the earliest civilisations Make your very own Maya folding book

How did World War Two impact our local 
area?

Local History Study: A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends knowledge beyond 1066 Design and develop an exhibition about World War Two

Why should we thank the Ancient Greeks? Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world Plan and hold an Ancient Greek Fair at your school

How has communication changed over time? A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
knowledge beyond 1066

Use a chosen mode of communication to discuss your 
favourite period of history
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How is our country changing? Identify geographical characteristics of the UK, and understand 
how some have changed over time Create pieces of art that represent your local area

Where should we go on holiday? Locate the world’s countries, using maps Create your very own mobile app about the Alpine region

What is it like in the Amazon? Understand similarities and differences of a region of the UK, and a 
region within South America Produce an exciting stop-motion animation

Where does all of our stuff come from? Use maps, atlases and digital mapping to locate countries and 
describe features

Write an adventure story about the journey of your chosen 
product

Are we damaging our world? Describe and understand aspects of human geography, including 
settlement and land use Develop a campaign to help protect the planet

How will our world look in the future? Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, and understand 
how some aspects have changed over time Create your own plan for the future of your local area
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Where in the world do these people live? Understand geographical features by contrasting the UK with a 
non-European country Make a passport ready for take-off!

Where do our favourite animals live? Use compass directions to describe features and routes on a map Create a ‘home in a box’

What are seasons? Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK Create drawings and paintings inspired by seasonal changes

Where does our food come from? Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including trade links Go on a Great British Picnic

What are the seven wonders of our world? Devise a map and use basic symbols in a key Choose your own seven ‘wonders of the world’
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What was new about the new Stone Age? Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age Design and build a giant-sized replica of Stonehenge

When would you rather have lived – Bronze 
Age or Iron Age? Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age Hold your very own debate – Bronze Age or Stone Age?

How do we know about the Egyptians? The achievements of the earliest civilizations Create your very own book for your school library

Did the Romans make Britain better? The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain Create a walking tour to explore how the Romans influenced 
your local area

What was important to our local Victorians? Local History Study: A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends knowledge beyond 1066 Develop a campaign to preserve a Victorian building

Has childhood changed over time? A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
knowledge beyond 1066 Plan and perform a play about how childhood has changed 
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Where on Earth are we? Locate the world’s countries using maps Invent a locational map game, quiz or puzzle

Is climate cool? Identify seasonal/daily weather patterns in the UK Produce a ‘Big Finish’ climate report

Do we like to be beside the seaside? Name geographical regions and their identifying characteristics 
in the UK

Create a television advert or presentation to promote a 
coastal area

Can you come on a Great American Road 
Trip? 

Locate the world’s countries using maps, including North and 
South America Create a song or rap about America

How does the water go round and round? Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including the water cycle Design and make a model river

How does the Earth shake, rattle and roll? Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including volcanoes Make a real-life ‘erupting’ volcano
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What impact did the Anglo Saxons have? Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots Hold an exciting Anglo-Saxon debate

Would the Vikings do anything for money? The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England Write your own version of a Viking saga

Why should we remember the Maya? The achievements of the earliest civilizations Make your very own Maya folding book

How did WWII impact our local area? Local History Study: A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends knowledge beyond 1066 Design and develop an exhibition about World War Two

What did the Greeks do for us? Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world

Lead a special social event about the legacies and influence 
of the Ancient Greeks

How has communication changed over 
time?

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
knowledge beyond 1066 Invent your own communication device for the future
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Is our country changing? Identify geographical characteristics of the UK, and understand 
how some have changed over time Create pieces of art that represent your local area

Where should we go on holiday? Locate the world’s countries, using maps Create your very own mobile app about the Alpine region

What is life like in the Amazon? Understand similarities and differences of a region of the UK, and a 
region within South America Produce an exciting stop-motion animation

Where does all our stuff come from? Use maps, atlases and digital mapping to locate countries and 
describe features

Write an adventure story about the journey of your chosen 
product

Are we damaging our world? Describe and understand aspects of human geography, including 
settlement and land use Develop a campaign to help protect the planet

How will our world look in the future? Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, and understand 
how some aspects have changed over time Create your own plan for the future of your local area

Sampler 20pp brochure AW.indd   3 12/12/2014   16:39

•  Two Sample Units to try out with your class
•  Sample Online Resources for each Unit

DON'T FORGET TO VISIT

 www.risingstars-uk.com/

voyagerssample

FOR YOUR SAMPLE ONLINE 

RESOURCES FOR EACH UNIT!

History 

Key Stage 1 – Unit 3:  
Why do we remember  
the fifth of November?

geography 

Upper Key Stage 2 – Unit 5: 

 Are we damaging our world?

Your Voyagers Sample
Pack includes:
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wHy do we remember 

tHe fIftH of november?

24

unIt overvIew
In this unit, the children will explore the history behind, 
and the significance of, Bonfire Night on 5th November. 

currIcuLum obJectIves 
In this unit, the children will:

•	Learn about events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally
•	Know where the people and events they study fit 

within a chronological framework
•	Know and understand the history of the UK as a 

coherent, chronological narrative. 

cross-currIcuLar LInks
english: reciting poetry (Lesson 1); discussing ideas 
(Lessons 3–6); debating (Lesson 4); retelling a factual 
story (Lessons 2, 3); listening to others (Lessons 1–6); 
reading poetry and non-fiction (Lessons 1, 2); writing a 
simple explanation, a ‘bill’ of Parliament (Lessons 1, 2, 4, 
5); answering questions (Lessons 1–6)

 Maths: interpreting votes as a tally chart and bar chart 
(Lesson 4)

Geography: locating London on a map of Britain, 
locating the Houses of Parliament on a map of London 
(Lesson 2)

Pe: choreographing and performing a dance (Lesson 6)

PScHe: learning about government and monarchy 
(Lesson 2), civil liberties (Lesson 3)

Re: learning about Catholics and Protestants (Lesson 3), 
religious persecution and freedom (Lesson 3).

tHe bIg fInIsH

remember, remember ... wHy aLL tHe fuss?

The class works together to create a presentation 

explaining why we celebrate Bonfire Night. The 

presentation may be performed live in front of an 

audience of pupils, teachers and/or parents. It 

could also be recorded as a video for sharing 

more widely (e.g. with partner schools, or on the 

school learning platform).

HIstorIcaL skILLs and concepts
In this unit, the children will:

•	Develop a curiosity about the past, asking and 
answering questions
•	Choose and use parts of stories and other sources to 

show that they know and understand key features  
of events
•	Begin to develop an understanding of abstract terms 

such as parliament and treason.

dIscussIon QuestIons
You can use the discussion questions below with your 
class at any point during this unit unit, or as an 
assessment activity at the end, after The Big Finish.

•	What happened on 5th November 1605?
•	Why do we still celebrate it today?
•	The plotters were all Catholic. The King and Parliament 

would not let them practise their religion. What do 
you think about this?
•	Do you think the plotters were right to challenge the 

King and Parliament?
•	What do you think about the action the plotters 

decided to take?
•	Do you think it was right that the plotters were put 

to death?
•	What do you think might have happened if the plot 

had succeeded?

background InformatIon
Bonfire Night (Guy Fawkes Night, Fireworks Night) is 
celebrated every year in Great Britain on or around  
5th November: bonfires are lit and fireworks are let off. 
Some people burn a human effigy known as a Guy.

Bonfire Night commemorates the failure of the 
Gunpowder Plot on 5th November 1605. This was a 
conspiracy to blow up the Houses of Parliament 
during its State Opening (the ceremony to mark the 
new parliamentary year), when King James I would be 
in attendance.

In 1605, apart from a small Jewish community, most 
Britons were Christian. Before the reign of Henry VIII 
there was only a single Christian religion in Britain: the 
Catholic Church, led by the Pope. In 1534, Henry 
established the first Protestant church in Britain – the 
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Church of England – with Henry as monarch at its head. 
Catholics and Protestants had been fighting for control 
of the country ever since.

In 1605 it was illegal to belong to any religion other than 
the Church of England. The Catholic plotters hoped that 
the death of James I would allow the Catholic King of 
Spain to take the throne.

Guy Fawkes is the best-remembered of the 13 plotters 
– he was discovered in the cellars beneath the Palace 
of Westminster, just hours before he was due to light 
the fuse to ignite 36 barrels of gunpowder to blow up 
the palace.

Independent LearnIng area
Set up an area of the classroom as a resource area with 
separate storage boxes for books about Guy Fawkes and 
the Gunpowder Plot, clothes (e.g. for dressing up as Guy 
Fawkes or King James I), art materials (for creating 
paintings, drawings or models of scenes from the 
Gunpowder Plot), mystery objects (replica artefacts 
from the early 17th century) and games (e.g. quizzes 
about the Gunpowder Plot or Bonfire Night).

key vocabuLary
•	catholics: members of the Catholic Church. 

Followers believe that their sins will be cleansed 
through faith and good works. They venerate Mary 
the mother of Jesus as well as Jesus himself. Priests 
cannot marry. Church buildings are generally ornate.
•	christians: people who follow the Christian religion. 

Catholics and Protestants are different branches of 
Christianity.
•	conspirators: people who are plotting together
•	effigy: a model or sculpture of a specific person. 

They are often burnt as an act of protest
•	Gunpowder: chemical that explodes if set light to 

inside a container
•	Houses of Parliament: buildings in London, where 

the government meets
•	Monarch: a king or queen
•	Parliament: a group of people that can pass laws to 

govern the UK
•	Plot: a secret plan to do something against the law, 

or harmful to others
•	Protestants: members of the Protestant Church. 

Followers believe that their sins will be cleansed 
through faith in Jesus. Priests can marry. The 
Protestant churches came about because some 
people PROTESTED about the way things were 
done in the Catholic Church and wanted change e.g. 
they wanted to able to read the Bible and hear 
services in their own language and not in Latin. 
Church buildings are generally plainer.
•	Roman catholic church: branch of Christianity led 

by the Pope. Followers believe that sins will be 
cleansed through faith and good works, and 
venerate Mary, the mother of Jesus. Priests cannot 
marry.
•	State Opening: a ceremony to mark the start of a 

new parliamentary year
•	the Pope: the leader of the Roman Catholic Church
•	treason: the act of plotting or carrying out a crime 

against one’s ruler or nation.

assessment
All children can:
•	Explain how and why we remember 5th 

November
•	Name Guy Fawkes as a conspirator in the 

Gunpowder Plot
•	Explain that the Gunpowder Plot was a scheme to 

blow up the Houses of Parliament
•	Give the date of the Gunpowder Plot and locate it 

on a timeline.

Most children can:
•	Retell the story of the Gunpowder Plot
•	Explain what the Houses of Parliament are and 

what they are used for
•	Explain why the plotters wanted to blow up the 

Houses of Parliament
•	Express an opinion about Guy Fawkes, using 

evidence to justify their thinking.

Some children can:
•	Suggest what might have happened if the 

Gunpowder Plot had succeeded
•	Show a basic understanding of the significance of 

the Gunpowder Plot in the history of Britain.
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obJectIve
•	To establish when, why and how Bonfire Night is celebrated

success crIterIa
•	I can state when Bonfire 

Night is celebrated.
•	I can describe how 

Bonfire Night is 
celebrated.
•	I can give a brief 

explanation of why 
Bonfire Night is 
celebrated.

resources
•	Bonfire Night through the 

ages 
•	Bonfire Night and its 

origins
•	Remember, Remember 

the Fifth of November 
•	Children reciting the 

poem the Fifth of 
November.

actIvItIes
Display the images from Bonfire Night through the Ages. Explain to the 
children that these pictures show the same celebration. Ask: What celebration 
do you think it is? How do you know? Challenge children, working in groups, to 
put the pictures in order, from oldest to most recent. Ask each group to tell the 
rest of the class what order they have put the images in and to explain their 
reasoning. Reveal the correct order.

Introduce the lesson’s focus question, which is actually three questions in one: 
When, how and why do we celebrate Bonfire Night? Challenge children to try 
answering each of these questions.

Watch a short video about Bonfire Night showing how it is celebrated today, 
as well as explaining its historical origins. Ask children follow-up questions 
about the video, e.g.: 

 − When is Bonfire Night? 
 − How do we celebrate Bonfire Night? 
 − What is a Guy and why do we burn it? 
 − What are we celebrating on Bonfire Night?

On the whiteboard write the following questions: When do we celebrate 
Bonfire Night? How do we celebrate Bonfire Night? Why do we celebrate 
Bonfire Night? Ask children to copy the questions and answer them in their 
own words, writing down their answers. Alternatively, you might want to hold 
a discussion and have the children write down only their answers.

Whole class challenge: As a carpet time or for an assembly you might want to display and read aloud the poem 
Remember, Remember the Fifth of November. You might like to also listen to the audio recording of the children 
chanting the poem. Practise reciting the poem together as a class. You may want to polish the poem to 
performance standard so that it can form part of the presentation in the Big Finish in lesson 6.

1. wHen, How and wHy do we 

ceLebrate bonfIre nIgHt?
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obJectIve
•	To understand what the Gunpowder Plot was, and to put the Gunpowder 

Plot within a historical framework

success crIterIa
•	I know the story of the 

Gunpowder Plot.
•	I know the date on which 

the Gunpowder Plot  
took place.
•	I can locate 1605 on  

a timeline.

resources
•	Key Stage 1 timeline
•	Key Stage 1 timeline 

template
•	Map of the UK
•	Map of London
•	Illustrated story: The 

Gunpowder Plot
•	Image of the new Houses 

of Parliament
•	Image of the old Houses 

of Parliament.

actIvItIes
Recap the questions you explored in the previous lesson: When do we celebrate 
Bonfire Night? How do we celebrate Bonfire Night? Why do we celebrate 
Bonfire Night? Remind children that Bonfire Night celebrates an event called the 
Gunpowder Plot. Ask: What is a plot? What is gunpowder? What were the 
plotters planning to do with the gunpowder? Was the plot successful?

Establish that the Gunpowder Plot took place in the year 1605. Display the Key 
Stage 1 timeline, asking children to locate and mark 1605 on it. Ask questions 
relating to the timeline, e.g. About how long ago did the Gunpowder Plot 
take place? (About 400 years ago.) Who was the monarch at the time? (King 
James I.) Had James been king for a long time? (No – he had only become 
king two years before.) Who had been monarch before King James? (Queen 
Elizabeth I.)

Ask: What are the Houses of Parliament? (The place where the government 
meets to make laws.) Ask: Where are the Houses of Parliament? (In London/
Westminster/on the River Thames.) Help children to locate London on a map 
of Britain and the Houses of Parliament on a map or plan of London. You could 
also help them to do the same things using an online mapping application 
such as Google Maps.

Show children the recent photo of the Houses of Parliament and ask if 
anyone has ever seen them in real life. Explain that the current Houses of 
Parliament were built about 150 years ago, after the old ones burned down. 
Emphasise the fact that the old Houses of Parliament were NOT destroyed 
by the conspirators of the Gunpowder Plot, but that they burned down by 
accident, over 200 years later. Show children a picture of the old Houses of 
Parliament. Explain that this is what the Houses of Parliament would have 
looked like in 1605.

Read aloud the illustrated story The Gunpowder Plot. Ask children questions 
about the story, e.g. Why did the plotters want to kill King James and the 
members of Parliament? Why did they choose 5th November? Was the plot 
successful? Why not? Why do we remember Guy Fawkes in particular? What 
happened to him? Why did people start celebrating 5th November? Why do 
we celebrate by lighting bonfires?

Whole class challenge: Ask children to retell the story of the Gunpowder Plot in their own words – in groups 
dramatically, in pairs orally, or individually in writing. Depending on the ability of the children and/or the adult 
support available, you could use just one of these approaches or all three. Children might also retell the story 
with art and their works can be displayed in the Independent Learning Area.

set saIL!

2. wHat was tHe gunpowder pLot?
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3. wHy dId guy fawkes and HIs frIends 

want to kILL kIng James I?

obJectIve
•	To imagine themselves in the plotters’ position and understand the 

motivation behind the Gunpowder Plot

success crIterIa
•	I can describe in simple 

terms the lack of religious 
freedom in the early  
17th century.
•	I can suggest how people 

might have felt about this.
•	I can explain why some 

people plotted to 
overthrow the monarchy 
and government.

resources
•	An object or picture 

relating to a football team 
– ideally one that is not 
supported by many 
children in the class
•	Action scenario cards.

actIvItIes
Ask children: Which football team do you support? Establish the fact that not 
everyone in the class supports the same team, and that some children don’t 
support any team.

Display the object or picture relating to the football team you have chosen. 
Ask children to imagine that a new law has been passed that means 
everyone in the country has to support this team. Everyone must watch the 
team play every Saturday, and anyone who doesn’t will be fined. Supporting 
any other team is against the law, and anyone who does so could be put in 
prison. Ask: How would you feel? What would you do? Give children time to 
discuss this in groups.

Ask children to feed back on their discussions. They may express anger at the 
law, and complain about it being unfair. They may say they would continue to 
support their old team in secret, go to live in another country, campaign to get 
the law changed, or try to overthrow the government.

Divide the class into groups, giving each group one of the following action 
scenarios written on the Voyagers action scenario cards: supporting their old 
team in secret, going to live in another country, campaigning to get the law 
changed, and trying to overthrow the government. Ask each group to discuss 
the details of what they would do. Bring the class back together, asking groups 
to share their action plans. Discuss the possible repercussions of each plan.

Explain that 400 years ago a similar law was passed about something even 
more important to people than football: religion. Everyone in England had to 
belong to the same religion, called the Church of England. Anyone who didn’t 
go to church on Sunday could be fined. Anyone who followed a different 
religion could be arrested and put in prison. Explain that life was particularly 
hard for Catholics (people who belonged to the Roman Catholic Church). Ask: 
How do you think the Catholics felt? What do you think they did? Establish 
that most Catholics continued to practise their religion in secret, and that a 
few also plotted to overthrow the monarchy and government, including Guy 
Fawkes and his friends.

extend: Discuss the following questions with the children, or challenge groups to discuss them independently: 
Do you think the Gunpowder Plotters were right to take action? What do you think about the action they 
decided to take? Was it right? If the Gunpowder Plot had been successful, do you think it would have improved 
life for English Catholics? Why? / Why not? What other action(s) could the plotters have taken instead?
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4. was guy fawkes a Hero or a vILLaIn?

obJectIve
•	To explore and express opinions about Guy Fawkes, and to evaluate 

and amend opinions based on reasoned argument

success crIterIa
•	I can express opinions 

about Guy Fawkes and 
present arguments in 
support of these.
•	I can listen to and 

evaluate other people’s 
opinions and their 
supporting arguments.
•	I can vote for an opinion 

in consideration of 
the most convincing 
arguments.

resources
•	Whiteboard
•	Writing materials.

actIvItIes
On the whiteboard write the word ‘hero’. Give children a few minutes to 
discuss, with a partner, what this word means. Ask for feedback and make 
notes of the children’s ideas on the whiteboard. Ask children who their heroes 
are, asking them to explain why. Repeat this activity for the word villain.

Introduce the lesson’s focus question: Was Guy Fawkes a hero or a villain? On 
the whiteboard write two statements: Guy Fawkes was a hero and Guy Fawkes 
was a villain. Ask children to indicate which of these statements they agree 
with the most. Discuss with the children the fact that people are rarely all good 
or all bad, and that they will need to decide which statement they think is best 
to describe Guy Fawkes overall.

Divide the class into groups where all members of each group agree with the 
same statement about Guy Fawkes. Ask the members of each group to 
consider, and make a note of, arguments to support their preferred statement.

Conduct a simple class debate, firstly explaining to the children how you 
expect them to behave during the debate. Tell them it is important to give 
everyone a chance to speak, listen to what they have to say, and not to 
interrupt when someone is talking. Invite representatives from each side of the 
issue to present their arguments, alternating between the two sides. During 
the debate, keep notes summarising the arguments presented on each side, 
and then provide children with a quick recap before the vote.

Complete the debate by asking children to vote for the point of view that was 
supported by the most compelling arguments. Ask: Which way did you vote? 
Did you find the decision about which way to vote difficult to make? Why? / 
Why not? Ask children to record the votes ‘for’ and ‘against’ Guy Fawkes in the 
form of a tally chart.

go fortH!

Homework: Ask children to talk to their parents, carers or other family members about what they know about 
Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot, and whether they think Guy Fawkes was a hero or a villain. Incorporate 
the family ‘votes’ collected during the homework activity into the tally chart and then ask children to draw a bar 
chart showing the final results. Alternatively, as a point of comparison, you might want to keep adults’ votes 
separate from children’s. 
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5. wHy do we stILL ceLebrate tHe 

fIftH of november?

obJectIve
•	To explore the reasons why we still celebrate 5th November, and to 

understand that we celebrate the failure of the Gunpowder Plot, not the 
plotter’s plan

success crIterIa
•	I understand that Bonfire 

Night celebrates the 
failure of the Gunpowder 
Plot, not the plotters’ plan 
to blow up Parliament.
•	I can explain why we still 

celebrate, over 400 years 
later.
•	I can imagine I am a 

Member of Parliament 
and suggest laws I would 
pass to encourage people 
to celebrate a failed plot 
to blow up the Houses of 
Parliament.

resources
•	Photo of the Thanksgiving 

Act of 1605.

actIvItIes
Ask: What are we celebrating on 5th November? Are we celebrating the fact 
that Guy Fawkes and his friends tried to blow up Parliament, or are we 
celebrating the fact that they failed? Establish the fact that what we are 
celebrating on 5th November is the failure of the Gunpowder Plot and the fact 
that King James’ life was saved.

Display the photo of the Thanksgiving Act of 1605. This is the law that 
declared 5th November a national day of celebration. The act ordered special 
church services to be held every 5th November. People were also encouraged 
to celebrate by lighting bonfires. Explain that the law was in place for 200 
years before being repealed, but that the annual celebrations continued.

Introduce the lesson’s focus question: Why do we still celebrate 5th 
November? Remind children that it is over 400 years since the Gunpowder 
Plot took place, and yet we still celebrate it. Ask: Why haven’t people forgotten 
about the Gunpowder Plot by now? Give children time to discuss this question 
in pairs or small groups and then report back to the class.

Establish the fact that the Gunpowder Plot has been remembered partly 
because of the tradition of the annual celebrations, and partly because of its 
significance. To explore this significance, ask: What might have happened if the 
plotters had succeeded in blowing up the King and Parliament? Give children 
time to discuss this question in pairs or small groups and then report back to 
the class.

Ask children to imagine that they are members of Parliament: How would you 
want the failure of the plot to be celebrated? If you could pass any laws you 
liked to encourage people to celebrate and remember, what laws would you 
pass? Why?

extend: Ask early finishers to write a ‘bill’ declaring the laws they want to pass, to encourage people to celebrate, 
and to remember that a plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament has been foiled and that they are unharmed.
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6. tHe bIg fInIsH: remember, remember ... 

wHy aLL tHe fuss?

obJectIves
•	To create a presentation explaining why we remember 5th November
•	To evaluate and refine my presentation in advance, and assess its success 

after the event

success crIterIa
•	I can use knowledge 

gained over the course of 
the unit to answer a 
question about Bonfire 
Night.
•	I can present the answer 

to the question in an 
effective and original way.
•	I can assess the 

presentations of others 
and revise my own 
presentation in light of 
comments received.

resources
•	Resources required will 

depend on presentation 
techniques chosen by  
the children
•	Video-recording 

equipment (optional)
•	The Gunpowder plot.

actIvItIes
This lesson may take more than one session to complete. Explain to the 
children that they will create a presentation explaining why we remember 
5th November. Discuss the form that the presentation might take, e.g. a 
performance in front of other classes, teachers and/or parents, or a display of 
material produced on the Gunpowder Plot. You might also consider recording 
it as a video for sharing more widely (e.g. with partner schools, or on the 
school learning platform).

Recap the focus questions from the five previous lessons. Answering these 
will provide the structure of the presentation: 

 − When, how and why do we celebrate Bonfire Night? 
 − What was the Gunpowder Plot?
 − Why did Guy Fawkes and his friends want to kill King James I? 
 − Was Guy Fawkes a hero or a villain? 
 − Why do we still celebrate 5th November? 

Divide the class into five mixed-ability groups, assigning each group a 
different focus question. Ask each group to brainstorm ideas about what 
they could do in the presentation to answer their question.

Come back together as a class to share ideas. Presentation techniques 
might include telling a story through live-action dramatisation, a puppet 
play, a dance, singing a song, reciting a poem (such as Remember, 
Remember the Fifth of November), or presenting information in the form 
of a timeline, a graph, a picture or a model. Aim to include a variety of 
presentation techniques.

Give groups time to collect and/or create the materials they will need and to 
practise their presentations. Groups should also observe and review each 
other’s presentations, then continue to refine their work in the light of 
comments they have received. Rehearse together as a class to polish the 
presentation before the live performance or video recording.

Assessment: Ask the children how successful the presentation was and say what, if anything, they would do 
differently if they were to do it again. To help children assess the measure of their success, they could canvas 
audience opinion at the end if the presentation is a live event. If the presentation is recorded, you could simply 
watch the recording together as a class and ask children to talk about their impressions.

Journey's 
end
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unIt overvIew
In this unit, the children will consider if we are damaging 
our world and how we can protect it. The children will 
investigate energy production, the oceans and minerals, 
as well as conducting an enquiry into how the school 
can become more sustainable.

currIculum obJectIves
In this unit, the children will:

•	Describe and understand key aspects of the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, 
minerals and water
•	Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and 

describe features studied
•	Use the eight points of a compass, symbols and keys 

to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world
•	Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 

the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

cross-currIcular lInKs
•	english:	writing	a	script	(Lesson	1);	producing	a	
factsheet	(Lesson	3);	formal	letter	writing	and	
persuasive	texts	(Lessons	3,	5);	report	writing	 
(Lesson 4)
•	Science:	learning	about	minerals	(Lesson	2);	learning	
about	energy	production	(Lesson	3);	learning	about	
habitats	(Lesson	4);	learning	about	marine	life	 
(Lesson 4)
•	computing:	researching	online	(Lessons	1–4,	6);	
creating	a	comic	strip	(Lesson	2);	creating	a	website	 
(Lesson 6).

tHe bIG fInIsH

plan a campaIGn!

The children are going to create their own 

campaign to raise awareness of conservation 

issues, e.g. the protection of a particular 

endangered animal or of a specific habitat. They 

will work in small groups to generate an idea, 

research it and then plan and present their ideas 

to others. The children are challenged to choose 

the most appropriate way to present their work: 

through leaflets, oral presentation, posters, 

videos, websites ... the choices are endless!

map worK
The children will use maps and atlases throughout this 
unit to locate different countries, regions, oceans and 
habitats. They will learn to read a range of different 
types of map, including those that show mineral 
distribution around the world.

fIeldworK
This unit includes opportunities for fieldwork within the 
school grounds, looking at how the school grounds can 
be made more attractive to wildlife and investigating 
how sustainable the school is, and suggesting areas for 
improvement. The children will pose their own specific 
enquiry question, before collecting evidence from 
around the school.

bacKGround InformatIon
Scientists are providing increasingly compelling 
evidence of environmental change and stress. Around 
the world glaciers and ice sheets are retreating, the 
overall health and diversity of wildlife is declining, 
human numbers are increasing and natural resources are 
over-exploited. See the link ‘The world’s scarcest 
materials’ to find figures about how resources are 
running out. These are worrying trends and many 
people believe we need to take firm action to address 
these problems.

One of the challenges for teachers is to find ways of 
introducing the children to environmental issues without 
leaving them feeling depressed or negative about what 
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they discover. There is much to recommend a positive 
approach which considers solutions and seeks to 
engage children creatively. We also need to avoid 
suggesting to the children that it is their job to ‘save the 
planet’. A more realistic approach draws attention to 
ways we have it in our power to make good choices and 
wise decisions on a personal and community level. 

Ultimately, learning about sustainability challenges us to 
consider our relationship with nature. Celebrating the 
extraordinary and wonderful diversity of creation is a 
good starting point and will lay the foundations for an 
ethic of caring in later life.

Independent learnInG area
Create a sustainability centre within the classroom. 
Display local, national and world maps, as well as 
relevant non-fiction texts. Display news stories on 
sustainability issues. Allow the children to investigate 
the issues displayed, or issues of their own choice. 
Challenge them to find out a little about their issue of 
concern, including the causes and what can be done to 
improve the situation, before adding this to the maps. 
Include books on endangered wildlife, mineral resources.

Key vocabulary
•	biomass: biological material derived from living, or 

recently living organisms
•	Fossil fuel: buried organic material from decayed 

plants and animals that have been converted to oil, 
coal,  and gas over hundreds of millions of years
•	Geothermal energy: heat drawn from inner layers of 

the Earth
•	Human feature: created by humans, e.g. roads, 

houses and canals
•	Hydro electricity: electricity that is created by the 

flow of water
•	Mineral: a solid substance with no origin as a 

previous life form
•	non-renewable energy: energy from a source that 

can be used up and no longer be available
•	Physical feature: naturally occurring feature, e.g. 

rivers and mountains
•	Recycled: ‘discarded’ or ‘end-of-life items’ converted 

into a reusable item or material
•	Renewable energy: energy source that will never be 

used up
•	Solar energy: sunlight into electricity
•	Sustainability: ability to maintain balance between 

natural ecological systems through not harming the 
environment or using up resources that will run out
•	tidal energy: a form of hydropower that converts 

the energy of tides into useful forms of power
•	Wave energy: the capture of energy from ocean 

surface waves for electricity generation
•	Wind power: energy extracted from wind using wind 

turbines to produce electrical power.

assessment
All children can:
•	Describe some threats to the health of our planet
•	Name several common minerals
•	Describe some renewable and non-renewable 

energy sources 
•	Explain how humans rely on the oceans
•	Pose an enquiry question
•	Understand ways to make school more sustainable
•	Identify an important environmental issue.

Most children can:
•	Plan and carry out an enquiry into sustainability in 

school
•	Explain	several	threats	to	wildlife/habitats
•	Understand ways to improve the health of our 

planet
•	Explain where minerals are found around the world
•	Explain the carbon cycle
•	Describe some threats to our oceans
•	Understand some advantages of marine protected 

areas (MPAs).

Some children can:
•	Understand some ways in which minerals can be 

developed sustainably
•	Understand that no one type of energy production 

will provide all the world’s energy.
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1. are we damaGInG our world?

obJectIve
•	To understand the threats to the health of our planet and some 

possible solutions

success crIterIa
•	I know that there are 

threats to the health of 
our planet.
•	I can explain several 
threats	to	wildlife	and/or	
habitats.
•	I understand that there 

are ways to help improve 
the health of our planet.

resources
•	David Attenborough’s 

State of the Planet (BBC)
•	WWF Living Planet 

Report
•	Recent news items on the 

Living Planet
•	Class set of atlases
•	Map of the world
•	Recent news items on the 

Living Planet
•	Sample weather forecast
•	Video camera (optional)
•	Sustainable Schools, 

Sustainable Futures 
•	People’s Trust for 

Endangered Species
•	UK Endangered Species. 

actIvItIes
Watch the opening sequence from David Attenborough’s State of the Planet – 
discuss with the children what they observed: What problems for the planet 
does David Attenborough describe? Does he describe any possible solutions?

Show the children the headlines from the latest WWF Living Planet Report. 
Discuss the threats identified, their causes, how this will affect us all and the 
possible solutions. Support the children to select the key points. Use atlases to 
locate the countries and regions mentioned. Using an A4 blank world map, in 
the middle of an A3 sheet, allow the children to record the key findings from 
the report in the form of a pictorial map, with short captions.

Ask the children to work in small groups to write and present a report on the 
state of the planet, in the form of a weather report. Stand the presenter(s) in 
front of a world map to allow them to point out the regions they mention.  If 
necessary, show the children a sample TV weather report for ideas on format 
and style. 

Remind	the	children	to	include	solutions	and/or	(partial)	success	stories,	
such as the gorillas, as well as problems (see Sustainable schools, sustainable 
futures). Some children may be able to consider the causes of the issues they 
have discussed, e.g. Why have so many habitats been destroyed? Does habitat 
destruction meet the needs of local communities or is it for other purposes? 
For instance, habitats in Africa and South America are often logged for their 
hardwoods to be exported to Europe for furniture-making.

Encourage the children to perform their reports to the rest of the class. If 
possible, film the reports and share them through the website with the wider 
school community. Allow the children to give feedback on each other’s 
reports. Ask: Why did you decide to include certain things and exclude others? 
How did you prioritise?

Whole class challenge: Ask the children to find out what animals are endangered in the UK (see UK Endangered 
Species resource) and how people are trying to protect them. Challenge the children to generate ideas of simple 
changes they could make to the school grounds to encourage wildlife.
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•	Video camera (optional)
•	Sustainable Schools, 

Sustainable Futures 
•	People’s Trust for 

Endangered Species
•	UK Endangered Species. 

actIvItIes
Watch the opening sequence from David Attenborough’s State of the Planet – 
discuss with the children what they observed: What problems for the planet 
does David Attenborough describe? Does he describe any possible solutions?

Show the children the headlines from the latest WWF Living Planet Report. 
Discuss the threats identified, their causes, how this will affect us all and the 
possible solutions. Support the children to select the key points. Use atlases to 
locate the countries and regions mentioned. Using an A4 blank world map, in 
the middle of an A3 sheet, allow the children to record the key findings from 
the report in the form of a pictorial map, with short captions.

Ask the children to work in small groups to write and present a report on the 
state of the planet, in the form of a weather report. Stand the presenter(s) in 
front of a world map to allow them to point out the regions they mention.  If 
necessary, show the children a sample TV weather report for ideas on format 
and style. 

Remind	the	children	to	include	solutions	and/or	(partial)	success	stories,	
such as the gorillas, as well as problems (see Sustainable schools, sustainable 
futures). Some children may be able to consider the causes of the issues they 
have discussed, e.g. Why have so many habitats been destroyed? Does habitat 
destruction meet the needs of local communities or is it for other purposes? 
For instance, habitats in Africa and South America are often logged for their 
hardwoods to be exported to Europe for furniture-making.

Encourage the children to perform their reports to the rest of the class. If 
possible, film the reports and share them through the website with the wider 
school community. Allow the children to give feedback on each other’s 
reports. Ask: Why did you decide to include certain things and exclude others? 
How did you prioritise?

Whole class challenge: Ask the children to find out what animals are endangered in the UK (see UK Endangered 
Species resource) and how people are trying to protect them. Challenge the children to generate ideas of simple 
changes they could make to the school grounds to encourage wildlife.
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2. wHat are mInerals and do we Have 

an endless supply?

obJectIve
•	To understand what minerals are and question if they can be used sustainably

success crIterIa
•	I know the sources of 

several important minerals 
used in everyday life.
•	I can explain where 

minerals can be found 
around the world.
•	I understand some of the 

ways in which minerals can 
be used sustainably. 

resources
•	Class set of atlases
•	Set of objects to illustrate 

‘animal, vegetable and 
mineral’
•	Examples of common 

minerals
•	‘Animal, Vegetable or 

Mineral?’ game guidance
•	The Centre for Sustainable 

Mineral Development
•	STEEL: from start to finish
•	How coal is mined
•	Comiclife software to 

create comics
•	Information of active and 

former quarries with public 
access (for extension).

actIvItIes
Explain that during today’s lesson the children will be learning about minerals. 
Do any of the children know what a mineral is? Introduce a version of the old 
game ‘Animal, vegetable or mineral?’ Ask children to sort a tray of objects into 
these three sources. By doing this they should discover the meaning of the 
three terms. (Use Animal, vegetable or mineral? game guidance, see resources.)

Show the children some examples of minerals, some in their natural state and 
some products made from minerals. These would preferably be the actual 
objects, but photos will also work (see resources).

Examples of common minerals include: coal, oil, sea shells, diamonds, rubies, 
pyrite (fool’s gold), table salt, gold, copper, aluminium, iron, steel, gravel, brick, 
sand and stone. 

Show the children a map of the world which shows mineral distribution. Most 
junior atlases will include this, or there are several links listed on the Voyagers 
webpage. Allow the children to study the map, support their understanding of 
the key. Ask the children to record conclusions they draw from the map(s). 

Explain to the children that minerals such as rocks, oil, coal and metals are 
extracted, mined or quarried from the earth for human use. Explain that most 
metals occur in rocks as ores which have to be crushed and processed to 
obtain the metal. Show the video which explains how steel is made from ore-
rich rock. 

Next, show the children the short video clip about the extraction of coal.

Challenge the children to create a photo-story showing how and why we use 
minerals in our daily lives. This task can be completed using paper and pencils, 
collage techniques or digitally using comic strip software such as Comiclife.

Ask the children if they think there is an endless supply of minerals. Tell the 
children that minerals are in fact non-renewable natural resources, and we 
need to think sustainably about their use. Discuss with the children some of 
the issues concerning the sustainable development of minerals. Allow them to 
think about their own minerals use and how they can contribute, for example 
by using resources economically, by ‘reducing, reusing and recycling’.

Ask the children to add an additional page to their photo-story explaining 
some of the ways minerals can be used sustainably. 

extend:	Discuss	with	the	children	which	minerals	are/have	been	extracted,	mined,	or	quarried	in	the	local	area.	If	
appropriate, consider a field visit to a local site. For details of active and former quarries with public access see 
links on the Voyagers website. 
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3. wHere does our enerGy come from?

obJectIve
•	To understand the different types of energy available and their advantages 

and disadvantages

success crIterIa
•	I know that there are both 

renewable and non-
renewable energy sources 
available.
•	I can explain the carbon 

cycle.
•	I understand that no one 

type of energy production 
is the solution providing 
the world’s energy.

resources
•	The carbon cycle
•	Energy packs 
•	Local area maps.

actIvItIes
Tell the children that today they will find out how energy gets to our homes. Ask 
them to discuss in pairs: How have you used energy so far today? How many 
different types of energy have you used? (Electricity, gas, battery power.)

Explain that energy sources can be placed into two categories: renewable 
sources and non-renewable sources. Ask the children what this might mean: 
Can you name any sources of energy in each category?

Show the children the short video clip explaining the carbon cycle. Based on 
what they have just heard, ask the children: Why might it be important to 
consider using renewable energy sources? Ask the children to draw a diagram, 
explaining the carbon cycle.

Split the class into small groups and assign an energy source to each group. 
Choose from: wind power, biomass, wave energy, geothermal energy, 
hydroelectricity, tidal energy, solar energy, fossil fuels (oil, gas, coal). Explain 
that each group will receive an ‘energy pack’ to research their assigned energy 
source (see Resources). Give each group several resources with information 
about the energy source. The selection of links provided will allow you to 
select the texts for different pupils based on their reading ability. At the 
end of the lesson groups are to give a presentation explaining what their 
source is, and the advantages and disadvantages of its usage. They should 
also prepare a ‘factsheet’ to place in the Independent Learning Area, sharing 
what they have learned with their friends. Give groups time to prepare their 
presentations and factsheets. Allow the children to present their work to the 
class, ending with questions from other members of the class.

Ask the children to imagine that there is going to be a new power station near 
the school to power energy to local homes and businesses. Ask: What form of 
energy source would you choose and why? Provide the children with maps of 
the local area to support their decision making. Invite the children to write a 
persuasive letter to the local councillor, explaining their choice and giving clear 
reasons why it is the best choice for your local area.

Whole class challenge: Where is the ideal location for each of these types of energy generation: wind power, 
biomass, wave energy, geothermal energy, hydro electricity, tidal energy, solar energy? Using a UK map, can the 
children identify suitable locations for each type of energy generation? 
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3. wHere does our enerGy come from?

obJectIve
•	To understand the different types of energy available and their advantages 

and disadvantages

success crIterIa
•	I know that there are both 

renewable and non-
renewable energy sources 
available.
•	I can explain the carbon 

cycle.
•	I understand that no one 

type of energy production 
is the solution providing 
the world’s energy.

resources
•	The carbon cycle
•	Energy packs 
•	Local area maps.

actIvItIes
Tell the children that today they will find out how energy gets to our homes. Ask 
them to discuss in pairs: How have you used energy so far today? How many 
different types of energy have you used? (Electricity, gas, battery power.)

Explain that energy sources can be placed into two categories: renewable 
sources and non-renewable sources. Ask the children what this might mean: 
Can you name any sources of energy in each category?

Show the children the short video clip explaining the carbon cycle. Based on 
what they have just heard, ask the children: Why might it be important to 
consider using renewable energy sources? Ask the children to draw a diagram, 
explaining the carbon cycle.

Split the class into small groups and assign an energy source to each group. 
Choose from: wind power, biomass, wave energy, geothermal energy, 
hydroelectricity, tidal energy, solar energy, fossil fuels (oil, gas, coal). Explain 
that each group will receive an ‘energy pack’ to research their assigned energy 
source (see Resources). Give each group several resources with information 
about the energy source. The selection of links provided will allow you to 
select the texts for different pupils based on their reading ability. At the 
end of the lesson groups are to give a presentation explaining what their 
source is, and the advantages and disadvantages of its usage. They should 
also prepare a ‘factsheet’ to place in the Independent Learning Area, sharing 
what they have learned with their friends. Give groups time to prepare their 
presentations and factsheets. Allow the children to present their work to the 
class, ending with questions from other members of the class.

Ask the children to imagine that there is going to be a new power station near 
the school to power energy to local homes and businesses. Ask: What form of 
energy source would you choose and why? Provide the children with maps of 
the local area to support their decision making. Invite the children to write a 
persuasive letter to the local councillor, explaining their choice and giving clear 
reasons why it is the best choice for your local area.

Whole class challenge: Where is the ideal location for each of these types of energy generation: wind power, 
biomass, wave energy, geothermal energy, hydro electricity, tidal energy, solar energy? Using a UK map, can the 
children identify suitable locations for each type of energy generation? 
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4. wHy sHould we protect our oceans?

obJectIve
•	To understand the importance of protecting the oceans

success crIterIa
•	I know how humans rely on 

the oceans.
•	I can describe some of the 

threats to our oceans.
•	I understand some of the 

advantages of marine 
protected areas (MPAs).

resources
•	Marine life
•	Scenes above and below 

the water’s surface
•	Marine species and their 

conservation status (WWF) 
•	Why are seas and oceans 

significant to humans?
•	Coral reef extinction 
•	The importance of 

conserving sharks
•	Marine protected areas 

(MPAs)
•	Issues surrounding MPAs  

in the UK
•	UK MPAs (Marine Protected 

Areas)
•	EU fishing regulations
•	Infographics on MPAs 

(WWF) 
•	The ‘Great Pacific Garbage 

Patch’ 
•	Ideas for reducing plastic 

rubbish in the ocean
•	Internet-enabled computers 

or tablets
•	Images for art activity.

actIvItIes
Tell the children that today they will learn why the world’s seas and oceans are 
so important. First show the short clip Marine life, demonstrating the wonder 
of the oceans, such as Hunting Nautilus, Deep Secrets and High Speed 
Dolphins. Alternatively, show the gallery of astonishing photographs revealing 
what lies hidden beneath the water’s surface (see Resources). 

In an art lesson, you might ask the children to use collage techniques to create 
an image of a particular marine habitat. The children could create individual 
pieces, or all contribute to a large class display (see resources for images to 
inspire the children).

Ask the children if they know of any endangered marine animals. Using the 
WWF listing of marine species and their conservation status, ask the children 
to choose an endangered marine animal, and research some key facts about it, 
its natural habitat and why it is at risk.

Explain that humans rely on the oceans for many reasons including: 
transportation, food, climate and weather regulation and jobs. Say that it is 
important that the oceans are protected from threat. Show the short videos 
on	coral	reef	extinction	and/or	of	an	aquarium	director	discussing	the	threat	
to sharks.

The biggest threats for our oceans are pollution, climate change, overfishing, 
extraction of oil and gas from the seabed, habitat destruction and the 
introduction of alien species (from other ecosystems). Ask children to choose 
one threat to the oceans each to investigate, then explain its effects to the rest 
of the class.

Say that many people believe that marine protected areas (MPAs) are the 
solution to protecting the oceans. Watch the clip about EU fishing regulations 
and MPAs in the UK. Examine also the useful WWF infographics on the subject 
of MPAs. Challenge the children to investigate further and write a report, 
explaining the current threats to our oceans and the advantages and 
disadvantages of MPAs as a solution. Allow the children to share their 
thoughts with the class, and consider sharing their work with a wider audience 
– even the local MP.

Whole class challenge: Challenge the children to find out about the ‘Great Pacific Garbage Patch’, what is 
causing it and some ways of helping to improve the situation. They can research online, or read the National 
Geographic Encyclopaedia entry. Bring the children back together to encourage discussion of possible ways 
to reduce the amount of plastic in the ocean.
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5. How can we protect our 

planet In scHool?

obJectIve
•	To carry out an enquiry into sustainability

success crIterIa
•	I can pose an enquiry 

question.
•	I can plan and carry out 

an enquiry into 
sustainability in school.
•	I understand some of 

the ways in which I could 
make my school more 
sustainable.

resources
•	Further explanation of 

sustainability in schools
•	A4 paper and writing 

materials to gather 
evidence for sustainable 
practices in the school, 
and to write letters to  
the headteacher
•	Camera (optional)
•	A3 paper and drawing 

materials.

actIvItIes
Introduce the children to the idea of ‘sustainability’ and say that today they 
will think about how they can make the school more sustainable. Relate this to 
their work on ‘the state of the planet’ in lesson 1, and why it is important to live 
sustainably.

Ask the children: What does the school already do to be sustainable? 
(Recycling boxes, reusing waste paper, etc.) Explain to the children that 
sustainability in school incorporates several areas, including:

 − food and drink
 − buildings and grounds
 − energy and water
 − inclusion and participation
 − travel and traffic
 − local wellbeing
 − purchasing and waste
 − the global dimension. 

For further explanation of each area, see the document listed in Resources.

Tell the children that they will design their own enquiry into one aspect of 
the school’s work, finding out how sustainable the school currently is in that 
area and making suggestions for further improvements. Explain that once 
they have completed their enquiry, they will write a letter to the headteacher 
explaining their findings and sharing their ideas. Give the children time to 
work in small groups to come up with an enquiry question, then plan and 
carry out their enquiry.

Suitable questions to investigate might include: How much electricity do we 
use in school and how could we reduce it? How do children and teachers travel 
to school, and how could we encourage more sustainable forms of transport? 
How successfully does the school recycle, and how could we improve?

Once the children have collected their evidence, which could take many forms 
(surveys, questionnaires, frequency charts, photographs, interviews, etc.), give 
them time to prepare their letter to the headteacher. The children may also 
wish to present their findings and ideas to the school council.

extend: Ask the children to look at an area of sustainability that the school is currently very successful at and 
create a poster to be displayed in school celebrating this success. The poster should explain what the school is 
succeeding at and congratulate the school community on this. It could also make suggestions of how to 
improve further.
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5. How can we protect our 

planet In scHool?

obJectIve
•	To carry out an enquiry into sustainability

success crIterIa
•	I can pose an enquiry 

question.
•	I can plan and carry out 

an enquiry into 
sustainability in school.
•	I understand some of 

the ways in which I could 
make my school more 
sustainable.

resources
•	Further explanation of 

sustainability in schools
•	A4 paper and writing 

materials to gather 
evidence for sustainable 
practices in the school, 
and to write letters to  
the headteacher
•	Camera (optional)
•	A3 paper and drawing 

materials.

actIvItIes
Introduce the children to the idea of ‘sustainability’ and say that today they 
will think about how they can make the school more sustainable. Relate this to 
their work on ‘the state of the planet’ in lesson 1, and why it is important to live 
sustainably.

Ask the children: What does the school already do to be sustainable? 
(Recycling boxes, reusing waste paper, etc.) Explain to the children that 
sustainability in school incorporates several areas, including:

 − food and drink
 − buildings and grounds
 − energy and water
 − inclusion and participation
 − travel and traffic
 − local wellbeing
 − purchasing and waste
 − the global dimension. 

For further explanation of each area, see the document listed in Resources.

Tell the children that they will design their own enquiry into one aspect of 
the school’s work, finding out how sustainable the school currently is in that 
area and making suggestions for further improvements. Explain that once 
they have completed their enquiry, they will write a letter to the headteacher 
explaining their findings and sharing their ideas. Give the children time to 
work in small groups to come up with an enquiry question, then plan and 
carry out their enquiry.

Suitable questions to investigate might include: How much electricity do we 
use in school and how could we reduce it? How do children and teachers travel 
to school, and how could we encourage more sustainable forms of transport? 
How successfully does the school recycle, and how could we improve?

Once the children have collected their evidence, which could take many forms 
(surveys, questionnaires, frequency charts, photographs, interviews, etc.), give 
them time to prepare their letter to the headteacher. The children may also 
wish to present their findings and ideas to the school council.

extend: Ask the children to look at an area of sustainability that the school is currently very successful at and 
create a poster to be displayed in school celebrating this success. The poster should explain what the school is 
succeeding at and congratulate the school community on this. It could also make suggestions of how to 
improve further.
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6. tHe bIG fInIsH: plan a 

campaIGn!

obJectIve
•	To be able to explain how a particular environmental issue has been caused 

and suggest some possible solutions

success crIterIa
•	I can identify an 

important environmental 
issue.
•	I know how this 

environmental issue has 
been caused.
•	I can suggest some 

possible solutions to this 
issue.

resources
•	Access to school library 
•	Internet-enabled 

computers or tablets (if 
available)
•	Paper, writing materials 

and drawing materials
•	Examples of sustainable 

success stories.

actIvItIes
Tell the children they will create their own campaign to help protect the 
planet. They will work in small groups to generate an idea, research and plan 
it, then present their ideas to others. Explain that in the last session they were 
thinking about their school, but today they will consider either a national or 
international issue that affects the environment.

Discuss with the children that the aim of their campaign is to inform people 
of the importance of the environmental issue, give them background 
information, and advise them on how they can help. The final section should 
be in the form of changes they can make to their own lifestyles, such as 
volunteering their time (e.g. for a beach clean-up) – and not simply by 
making a monetary donation.

Discuss how they might present their campaign: leaflets, oral presentation, 
posters, videos, websites etc. The choices are endless! Within the limits of the 
resources available, allow the children to choose the method(s) that they think 
are most suitable for their campaign ideas.

Place the children in groups and give them time to generate several ideas of 
environmental issues that interest or concern them. Support each group to 
make a suitable choice, such as protection of a particular endangered animal 
or protection of a specific habitat.

Before beginning their research, ask the children to work together in their 
group to draw up a plan of action: What research questions do you need to 
find answers to? What materials do you want to produce for your campaign? 
How will you make sure to use your time effectively? Who will be responsible 
for what task?

Give	the	children	time	to	research	their	chosen	issue	in	the	school	library	and/
or online and to draft and make their campaign materials. Once complete, 
arrange for the children to present their campaigns to the wider school 
community, possibly at an assembly.

Whole class challenge: Challenge the children to find out about a sustainable success story – a campaign that 
has achieved its aims. Ask the children to create a poster celebrating the success: What lasting impact will this 
have for future generations? For examples of sustainable success stories, see Resources.
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